Accepted, Denied, Deferred?

More DM seniors than ever applied Early Action this year to colleges.  Some applied Early Decision.  And, from everything I am reading, colleges have received from 20 up to 50+% more applications than last year already.  Crazy!  So if you have heard back, or are scheduled to hear back within the next month, here is some advice on what to do next! 
Admitted    Congratulations!
Early Decision? 
1. Follow the directions sent to you by the university ASAP and continue to stay tuned to email and your student account center.  You just realized you dream, make it a good one.
2. You must withdrawal your other applications.  First, make sure you have their financial aid award and make sure you understand it.  Once you and you parents are clear on finances, you must withdrawal your other applications.   Here is an email you can use to send to ALL other schools admissions offices:
Dear [insert admission contact's name],
Because I was just admitted Early Decision to [insert college name here], I am respectfully requesting that you withdraw my application. Please let me know if you need any other information for this to happen.
Thank you for any consideration you might have already given to my application.
Sincerely,
[your name as it appeared on your application]
DOB: [insert your date of birth to help them readily identify you]
Desert Mountain High School, Scottsdale AZ
Early Action?
1. That’s great! Make sure you have your financial aid and scholarship award information and you understand it.  If you don’t, call the college’s financial aid office for clarification or reach out to the admissions representative. 
2. You have the luxury now of deciding to take some applications off your list (if you are sure of your decision) or continuing to apply and comparing financial awards.   If you wish to withdraw your applications, make sure to contact your DM counselor AND email the college(s) admissions office.  Here is a sample:
Dear [insert admission contact's name],
After careful consideration, I am requesting that you withdraw my application. Please let me know if you need any other information for this to happen.
Thank you for any consideration you might have already given to my application.
Sincerely,
[your name as it appeared on your application]
DOB: [insert your date of birth to help them readily identify you]
Desert Mountain High School
Deferred?
Your application will be reviewed again during the regular decision cycle.  Unfortunately, deferrals most often end up being denied in the spring review cycle – but not always so proceed carefully. 
1. It’s ok to be disappointed, maybe even devastated.  Don’t try to keep this to yourself.  Your family and friends (and counselor) are there to listen so vent your frustrations.  Then follow do the following:
2. Read the correspondence from the deferring college stating their procedure for review.
3. Let your counselor know you have been deferred.  Your counselor will send a 7th semester transcript once available in late January. 
4. DO NOT overdo it.  If the school states in their instructions not to send additional information – DON’T”! They want to know that you know and respect their procedures. If they do ask you to make them aware of substantial additional accomplishment to your resume, revise it and include it with a letter of continued interest.  If another letter of recommendation is suggested, then send it.  
5. NOTE: If sending all of this to admissions, the best practice is to try and include all of these in just one mailing.  (Perhaps you can offer the additional recommender a stamped & pre addressed envelope that includes your letter of continued interest and resume to mail all materials once.) 
6. Finish your other applications, if you have not done so already.  Make sure all materials required for admissions are submitted to the other colleges you planned to apply regular decision.  While you are probably a great candidate for the deferred college, these other colleges may just turn out to be as good or better. 
 
DENIED? 

DO NOT TAKE IT PERSONALLY, please!  It is okay to feel bad and to acknowledge this feeling, but remember that a college admissions decision does not determine your worth. However, don't pretend you're not disappointed if you are. It is disappointing, so be authentic!
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Tell your family and friends and let your counselor know.  They are there to support you and should help you understand that where you go to college does not make you who you are, guarantee success or direct your entire future.
2. Get excited about other opportunities! There should be other schools on your list that you can get excited about.
Don't waste time trying to figure out why you weren't admitted. There is nothing you can do to change the decision, and analyzing it is not worth your energy.

