
· The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) will be available on October 1st of the senior year (using the prior year’s tax returns).  Applying online is recommended: http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/    
· Both student and parent/guardian must establish an FSA (Federal Student Aid) ID to apply online.  This replaces the old FAFSA PIN.
· The CSS Profile is required by many private colleges, and deadlines are generally near the end of October.  Please check your deadlines.
· Never assume your eligibility/ ineligibility for aid.  

· The FAFSA must be completed in order to secure a student loan.

· Log on to http://www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov/ for an early estimate of your financial aid eligibility.  This will also expedite your process for applying in senior year.  Also visit any of your prospective colleges’ Net Price Calculator to get a more specific financial aid estimate.   
· Begin scholarship searches at http://www.scholarships.com/ ,  http://www.fastweb.com/  or http://www.meritaid.com/
· Be sure that your list of colleges includes varied financial options.  In addition to any private or out of state public schools, be sure to include some NY public and/or private colleges and universities.

· Get a true handle on the cost of your education and payments required at http://mappingyourfuture.org/paying/standardcalculator.htm
· Beware of scholarship scams.  Any organization requiring fees for financial aid should be disregarded.   For further information on scholarship scams, visit:

http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/scholarship/index.shtml
· DON’T MISS ANY DEADLINES!!
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