GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES FOR
 COMMUNICABLE AND OTHER DISEASES

Students and staff members are excluded from school in cases of communicable diseases.
When a student is suspected of having a communicable disease it is the responsibility of the guardian to contact their primary care provider for verification and treatment before the student can return to school.

The following diseases must be reported to Kentucky Department of Public Health within 24 hours (502-564-3261):
1. German Measles (Rubella): Student/Staff is excluded from school for at least 7 days after rash disappears or physician’s approval is given and student/staff is no longer contagious.
2. Hepatitis A: Student/Staff is excluded for 1 week after onset of illness. 
3. Measles (Rubeola): Student/Staff is excluded for at least 4 days after rash disappears or physician’s approval is given and student/staff is no longer contagious.
4. Meningococcal Meningitis: Student/Staff is excluded until 24 hours of appropriate antibiotic therapy. *Close contacts should receive preventative treatment. 
5. Pertussis (Whooping Cough): Student/Staff is excluded until 5 days of appropriate antibiotic therapy and physician’s approval. *Close contacts may need to receive preventative treatment. 
6. Salmonella, E.Coli, Shigella: Student/Staff is excluded until symptom free for >24 hours and physician’s approval is given to return. 
7. Tuberculosis: Student/Staff is excluded until their physician or local health department determines that person is non-infectious. *Contacts need TB skin testing.

The following diseases or conditions do not have to be reported:
1. Bedbugs: No exclusion. Follow bedbug protocol.
2. Pediculosis (Head Lice): Student is excluded until treatment is completed and no live lice seen. Students may remain in school with nits only, but treatment is required.
3. Pinworms: Student is excluded until one dose of medication has been taken. 
4. Chickenpox (Varicella): Student/Staff is excluded until all lesions are crusted over (usually 7-8 days) or physician’s approval is given and student/staff is no longer contagious. 
5. Mumps: Student is excluded 9 days after onset of swelling of parotid gland or physician's approval is given and student is no longer contagious. 
6. Conjunctivitis (Pink Eye): Student/Staff is excluded if has redness of eyes with thick drainage. Students/staff may return after treated with antibiotics for 24 hours. 
7. Diarrhea or Vomiting: Student/Staff shall be kept home until the illness is over and it has been 24 hours since last episode without medication.
8. Fever: Student/staff with a temperature of 100 or greater will be sent home. Student/staff must be fever-free for 24 hours without medication before returning to school. 
9. Influenza: Student is excluded until child is well enough to participate in normal activities or 4-5 days from start of symptoms.
10. Mononucleosis: Student is excluded until child is well enough to participate in normal activities.
11. Mild cough, runny nose, sore throat: Student/staff with no fever and feels well may stay on class.
12. Severe cough, runny nose, sore throat: Student/staff will be sent home. It is the responsibility of the guardian to contact their primary provider for treatment before the student can return to school. 
13. Fifth Disease (Slapped Cheek Disease): No exclusion.
14. Hand Foot Mouth Disease: Student is excluded until blisters have dried up and student is fever-free. 
15. Impetigo: Student/staff is excluded until treated with antibiotics for 24 hours.
16. Rash: Student/staff will be excluded from school when rash is accompanied by fever or behavior changes. Student/staff should see their primary physician if rash persists as this could be one of several infectious diseases.
17. Ringworm (Tinea): Student/staff is excluded until 24 hours after appropriate treatment has begun. Area must be kept covered by clothing or a dressing while at school. If on an area that cannot be covered (scalp), student is excluded for 72 hours after treatment has begun. 
18. Scabies: Student/staff is excluded until 24 hours after treatment by physician. 
19. Streptococcal, Staphylococcal, MRSA infections: Student/staff is exclude until treated by a physician with a prescription antibiotic for 24 hours and fever-free for 24 hours. For MRSA: area must be covered with a dressing. 
20. COVID-19 Positive: Student/Staff is excluded until 24 hours fever free and symptoms improving.


*Any correspondence sent home to parents, notifying them of the presence of a communicable disease in a school will be at the discretion of the principal after consultation with the superintendent. 
*Exclusion may occur if school nurse determine they cannot care for the student without compromising their ability to care for the health and safety of the other students.
*Any students who have not been vaccinated including religious and/or medical exemptions or those who have immunosuppressed illnesses may be excluded from school when a communicable illness outbreak occurs. 
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