AP 11 Language and Composition
Socratic Seminar for Killers of the Flower Moon

INSTRUCTIONS: Comment on each item below, grounding your responses in particulars from the novel, a mix of paraphrased plot points and blended passages.  You must include blended quotes for each question and properly cite them. An adequate response is a minimum of one page of writing for each question excluding the question and any heading on the first page. Your responses will facilitate your active role in our discussion during the Socratic Seminar. Bring a hard copy to submit for grading the first day of class. As always, adhere to the conventions of grammar, formal writing, and MLA (format, citations, Work Cited). Some questions may require the use of outside sources. These must be formally cited and included in the Works Cited.  Use 12 pt. font and double spacing. Signed and Typed honor pledge.
1. What role does David Grann’s background in journalism play in the development and structure of this novel. Examine his use of tone, diction, sentence structure, and photographs and explain how it relates to his purpose.
2. Racism and Exploitation and American Greed, Corruption and Entitlement are two of the major ideas that are examined in the novel. Compare and contrast these ideas and discuss the lessons learned and how it relates to society today.
3. How trustworthy do you find the various authority figures who appear throughout the book to investigate the murders? They include William Hale, who Grann initially describes as a “powerful local advocate for law and order,” as well as the frontier lawmen, the brothers who conduct the autopsies of the bodies and later Tom White and J. Edgar Hoover. What message is Grann sending to the reader regarding authority figures?
4. Osage “headrights” or the money received by members of the tribe, or by white guardians, from mineral royalties soon become central to the book. Grann writes: “Although some white guardians and administrators tried to act in the best interests of the tribe, countless others used the system to swindle the very people thy were ostensibly protecting,” Which sectors of the society abused these guardianships and how was this able to happen? Does this situation still occur in our country today?
5. This novel is controversial because many states have passed legislation that bans diversity training and limits discussions around race in school. It bans teaching that “any individual should fee discomfort, guilt, anguish or any other form of psychological distress on account of his or her race.” Should books be banned in school because they deal with painful or uncomfortable subjects?  What is the educator’s role in the classroom? After reading this book, do you feel it should be included in classroom curriculum. Explain why or why not?
