Early Decision
Early decision has a few obvious benefits:
· Frequently the acceptance rate is higher for early decision than it is for regular admissions.
· Students who aren't accepted early are still considered with the regular applicant pool.
· Students who are accepted early are done stressing about getting into college months before most applicants.
However, early decision is not as attractive as early action for several reasons:
· Early decision is binding. If admitted, a student must attend the school or else lose a sizable enrollment deposit.
· A student may apply to only one college early (although additional applications for regular admissions are allowed).
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In general, early action is a much more attractive option than early decision. Some reasons to consider early action include:
· At many colleges, the acceptance rates are higher for early action than for regular admission.
· Students who are not accepted early are still considered for admission with the regular admission pool.
· Early action is not binding -- students are free to apply to other colleges.
· Students can apply early to other colleges.
· Although students receive early notification of an acceptance, they do not need to make a decision until the usual May 1 deadline. This allows time to figure out financial aid.
· If accepted early at a college, the spring of a student's senior year will be far less stressful.

