AP Capstone

The Advanced Placement (AP) Capstone program offered at Northside High School is a challenging college level program with high standards of assessment.  It equips students with the independent research, collaborative teamwork, and communication skills that are increasingly valued by colleges world-wide.  The program cultivates curious, self-motivated, intelligent scholars and prepares them to make logical, evidence based decisions.  Other benefits to students include:
· The fostering of research, argumentation, and communication skills at the core of college readiness and lifelong learning
· The opportunity to build on the knowledge and rigorous coursework of Advanced Placement in an interdisciplinary format
· The opportunity to show prospective colleges that they have challenged themselves academically and also illustrate their passion for learning and potential for academic success
Students must take six AP courses in order to participate in the AP Capstone program.  Two basic, required courses are AP Seminar and AP Research.  These basic courses are taken over a two year period with AP Seminar taken in the first year and AP Research taken the second year.  Students can select any other four AP courses, which may be taken at any time throughout their high school career.   The additional Northside High AP courses from which to choose include:  English Language and Composition, English Literature and Composition, Statistics, Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Biology, Chemistry,  Environmental Science, United States History, World History,  Psychology, Computer Science, Music Theory, or any online or new AP classes that may be added in the future.   Participants who earn AP exam scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar and AP Research and on any other four AP exams they take will receive the AP Capstone Diploma.  Students who earn scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar and AP Research but not on four additional AP exams will receive an AP Seminar and Research Certificate.   No program costs are incurred by students.   In past years, students who take AP exams have been afforded the opportunity to do so at no cost through the utilization of state provided funding.
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