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District Controlled Open Enrollment Plan
A controlled open enrollment plan allows school districts to make student school assignments using parents indicated preferential school choice as a significant factor.  The legislation requires that beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, each district school board adopt a controlled open enrollment plan that allows a parent from any district in the state to enroll his or her child in and transport his or her child to any public school that has not reached capacity.
Parents/guardians access schools of choice through an application process during the Controlled Open Enrollment period established annually by the district. The application for Controlled Open Enrollment can be obtained from the Volusia County Schools website. Parents/guardians without computer access may seek assistance from the School Choice Department, district school or public library. Applying does not guarantee that the student will be approved to transfer to the requested school. The application is completed online.
Choice Exclusions
This Controlled Open Enrollment Plan does not govern charter, magnet, or alternative schools. These schools do not designate attendance or transportation zones. Each of these schools has admissions criteria to determine enrollment along with program capacity.
Academies and other academic programs requiring an application for admission, shall be processed at the school level, based upon program qualifications and space availability in the program. a variance is not needed.
1. Application Process 
Volusia County School District offers parents and guardians an opportunity to choose an appropriate school for their children through several methods. These choice opportunities provide clear information so families can make the best decision to meet the educational needs of their children. Application information is available on the department’s website at https://www.vcsedu.org/directory/departments/teaching-leading-and-learning/school-choice-department/school-choice-application, While the School District of Volusia County makes every effort to accommodate choice requests, some district schools are near capacity; therefore, the number of seats available may vary within a range depending on the capacity of each school. 

When a parent/guardian accepts their seat for a School Choice Variance, per school board policy 203: 
1. A student may receive only one choice assignment in a school year.
2. An applicant granted a choice assignment shall register the student at the school by the third day of the new school year. If the student fails to begin attending classes, the choice assignment shall be deemed forfeited.
3. A student who is subject to a current expulsion or suspension from any pubic or private school is ineligible to apply for a choice assignment.
4. A parent or legal guardian may discontinue a choice assignment within a school year at the end of a grading period or semester.
5. Do not withdraw your student from your zoned school until you have a approved variance to your School of Choice. 
6. A student who is subject to a current expulsion or suspension from any public or private school is ineligible to apply for a choice assignment.
7. A separate application must be completed for each student.
8. The school district will notify each family by email or letter from the School Choice Office.
9. Transportation to and from school is the responsibility of the family.
10. A choice assignment may be revoked by the school principal, In order to remain in your School Choice Placement, your student must:
· Comply with the Student Code of Conduct.
· Maintain satisfactory academic performance.
· Maintain satisfactory school attendance.
2. Late Applications
Applications are accepted outside the open enrollment period ONLY when a school has not reached capacity, or a school choice request is based on a documented hardship. Parents who are interested in submitting a late Choice application may do so by contacting their school of choice or the School Choice Department. 

3. Process for Declaring School 
Parents or guardians inform the school district of intent to participate in a choice program by completing the District Choice Application available on their parent portal account. The School Choice Department processes the choice applications. Applications are due following choice windows and parents are notified of acceptance in programs after March 1st. Approval of Choice applications after the established deadlines will be granted for unique situations and will be determined on an individual basis by the Administration. Choice for Capacity will continue to be open after the deadlines for students who have moved out of zone during the school year or due to extenuating circumstances and wish to remain at their current school of attendance/enrollment.   

4. Sibling Placement 
Every effort is made by The School District of Volusia County to accommodate the placement of a sibling to any student already enrolled in a school if space is available and if the student meets admission criteria, if applicable.   

5. Lottery Procedure to Determine Student Assignment 
At the end of the enrollment window if the number of applicants exceeds the number of available seats, a lottery shall be conducted.   

6. Appeals 
Parents may apply for Choice for Capacity to any school in the district.  These applications are approved based on space availability and program of study. An applicant may appeal the denial of a choice assignment if received prior to the end of the current school year. No appeals are conducted during the school year. 

7. Availability of Transportation
The parent/guardian is responsible for the transportation of a student approved to attend a school of choice through the controlled open enrollment process.

8. Strategy for Establishing an Information Clearinghouse
The School District provides Choice Program information to parents via, District website, and School websites. The School Choice Department also promotes choice programs via Department website and Events such as:
· Choice Fairs 
· Community Expos 
· Social Media Outlets 
· Direct phone calls and emails to parents
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