Wunsch-Hoffman-Nuss Award
(WHN Award)
2024

The Wunsch-Hoffman-Nuss Award (WHN Award) is given to a deserving Graduating Fort Morgan Senior starting their Own Business, going into Farming, or going to College or Trade School. Fred and Katherine Wunsch (Great-Grandparents), Alex and Mollie Nuss (Grandparents), George and Marie Hoffman (Grandparents) were farmers in the Fort Morgan and Hillrose areas. Fred and Dickie Nuss (Parents) farmed in Hillrose until 1969, moved to Windsor, CO, and then came back to Fort Morgan to co-own and run the Valley View Villa Nursing Home. It is my privilege to present this award in their honors. 
My ancestors are Germans from Russia and came to the United States in the early 1900s. The German boys bravely left their families to avoid the Russia military draft or to farm for the Great Western Sugar Beet Company. They could not speak English. Their journeys were wrought with hardships, obstacles, and even the loss of a child at sea. They were hopeful the United States would be a good place. 
It is in this pioneering spirit that I want to help a young person get started on their life journey.

Award: 		One-time award of $4,000 to a graduating Senior.
Presentation: 	Yearly at the Fort Morgan graduation ceremony by the Principal or Assistant Principal.
Selection:	Consensus of Larry Nuss, Teachers, and High School Administration.
Application:	The student submits a one-page essay titled, “What I Would Do With $4000.”
Certificate:	Please have the Art teacher and Students design an Award Certificate.


Selection Guidelines:
My ancestors are called Germans from Russia. They came to the United States to avoid the Russian draft or because they were hired by the Great Western Sugar Beet Co. They were adventurous, brave, hardworking, and wanted a better life. They were the First and Only ones to leave their families and come to the United States. Their journey was harrowing. They buried a child at sea from sea sickness, they were robbed, they had few resources, they relied on generous people along the way and friends. They hoped America was going to be great! They were hardworking, generous, trustworthy, faithful people. They humbled themselves and worked menial jobs 6 days a week from dawn to dusk in the beet fields, as farm laborers, as maids, as cooks, as nannies. On Sunday, they attended Church and spent time with family and friends. They saved their earnings and eventually bought their own farms. Their children bought businesses: a Ford tractor dealership, the Valley View Nursing Home, a Real estate company, a Flooring business. Their Grandchildren became farmers, a Rocket Scientist at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, College Professors, Teachers (2), a Structural engineer, an Attorney, a Geologist, a Film maker, Naval Academy Graduates (2), several pastors including the Head Pastor at the Arlington National Cemetery, an Executive at the Navigators, an owner of a Trucking business and an owner of a Medical Supply store. 
Ours is a family of Firsts: First generation immigrants to the United States, First Generation citizens, First to own a business, First to graduate from High School, First to graduate from college, and First to graduate from the Naval Academy. It all started with some very brave Grandparents willing to leave their families and risk it all, willing to be humble, and willing to work hard, and willing to believe all would be okay.
In this spirit, this Award is given to a deserving person that exemplifies our family.
Selection Priority:
5. Wants to start their own business. It could be a student that wants to simply buy:
a. a vacuum, cleaning supplies, and a small car to start a cleaning business, 
b. video equipment to start a podcast or YouTube channel,
c. a few calves or lambs to start a small ranch,
d. a paint sprayer and scaffolding to paint houses,
e. a lawn mower, trimmer, and snow blower to start a landscaping business.
3. Wants to become a Farmer or Major in Agriculture.
1. Wants to go to College or Trade school.

Rate 1 to 5:
Selection Priority (1, 3, or 5):								___
Character: Attitude, Trustworthy, Kind, Generous, Dedicated, Hardworking, Friendly:	___
Teacher’s personal impression of the student:						___
Deserving (either personally or their family):						___
First in their Family to accomplish this goal:						___
Needs financial help:									___
									Sum:		___
