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Suicide Severity Scale:  Supplemental Inquiries
	Direct Questions to Ask1

	After question 1:
[bookmark: Dropdown3]Tell me how you are feeling - On a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being the happiest you have ever felt and 10 being you are going to walk out of this room and end your life, what number are you?  
[bookmark: Text37]How long have you felt this way?      

Does anyone know how you are feeling?      

What is the highest number you have ever felt before? 

	

	If yes to question 7:
[bookmark: Text38]When was that and how did you do it?      

[bookmark: Text39]What happened after?      


	

	If no to question 7:
[bookmark: Text40]Why not?  Tell me more about the reasons you chose to stay alive.      

[bookmark: Text41]Do you care if you die?      

[bookmark: Text42]Are you careful with your safety (e.g., do you look for moving cars before crossing the street, do you wear a seatbelt in the car, do you use substances, etc.)      

[bookmark: Text43]What are the reasons you would not kill yourself now?      

[bookmark: Text44]What are the reasons you would not want to die?      

[bookmark: Text45]What is your reason for living?      

[bookmark: Text46]Do you have anything you are looking forward to?      


	

	Assess

	[bookmark: Text47]What is the student’s concept of death?      


	

	[bookmark: Text48]What does the student mean when they say (student’s statement about suicide)?      


	

	[bookmark: Text49]Does the student have future plans?      



1To be completed, as needed, to support the collection of supplemental information related to a student’s present level of social/emotional functioning and identified needs during the administration of the Suicide Severity Scale.  Queries identified above are to be asked following a student’s response to Question 1 and Question 7 on the Suicide Severity Rating Scale.
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