
Appendix D
Talking Point Guided Notification To Students and Public
MORNING OF DAY 1: SUICIDE HAS OCCURRED
(TEMPLATE I of III)

· Consent from parents must be given if the deceased student's name is used;
· This document is a guide with talking points to address with students;
· The talking points have the most impact if read and personalized with your own words;
· It is important for a CRT member to liaise with the family to determine their wishes about communication within the school community; and
· Template should be adapted/modified to meet the district's unique needs at the time of the crisis.



It is with great sadness that I have to tell you that one of our students, [NAME OF STUDENT], has taken [HIS/HER] own life. All of us want you to know that we are here to help you in any way we can.

A suicide death presents us with many questions that we may not be able to answer right away. Rumors may begin to circulate, and we ask that you not spread rumors you may hear. We'll do our best to give you accurate information as it becomes known to us.

Suicide is a very complicated act. It may be at times caused by a combination of factors that are not noticed; in other cases, a person may show obvious symptoms or signs. One thing is certain: there are treatments that can help. Suicide should never, ever be an option.

Each of us will react to [NAME OF STUDENT]'s death in our own way, and we need to be respectful of each other. Feeling sad is a normal response to any loss. Some of you may not have known [NAME OF STUDENT] very well and may not be as affected, while others may experience a great deal of sadness. Some of you may find you're having difficulty concentrating on your schoolwork, and others may find that diving into your work is a good distraction. 

We have counselors available to help our school community process this sad loss and to enable us to understand more about suicide. If you'd like to talk to a counselor, please let your teachers know.
Please remember that we are all here for you.


Appendix D
Talking Point Guided Notification To Students and Public
MORNING OF DAY 1: SUICIDE HAS OCCURRED
(TEMPLATE II of III)

· Consent from parents must be given if the deceased student's name is used;
· This document is a guide with talking points to address with students;
· The talking points have the most impact if read and personalized with your own words;
· It is important for a CRT member to liaise with the family to determine their wishes about communication within the school community; and
· Template should be adapted/modified to meet the district's unique needs at the time of the crisis.



I am so sorry to tell you all that one of our students, [NAME OF STUDENT], has died. I'm also very sorry to share that the cause of death was suicide. 

Many of you may also feel very sad. Others may feel emotions such as anger or confusion. It's okay to feel whatever emotions you might be feeling. When someone takes their own life, it leads to a lot of questions, some of which may never be completely answered.

While we may never know why [NAME OF STUDENT] ended [HIS/HER] life, we do know that suicide has many causes. In many cases, a treatable mental health condition is part of it. And sometimes it is not. It is very important if you're not feeling well in any way to reach out for help. Suicide should never be an option.

Rumors may come out about what happened, but please don't spread them. They may turn out to be untrue and can be deeply painful and unfair to [NAME OF STUDENT] and [HIS/HER] family and friends. I'm going to do my best to give you the most accurate information as soon as I know it. 

Each of us will react to [NAME OF STUDENT]'s death in our own way, and we need to be respectful of each other. Some of us may have known [NAME OF STUDENT] well, and some of us may not. But either way, we may have strong feelings. You might find it difficult to concentrate on schoolwork for a little while. On the other hand, you might find that focusing on school helps take your mind off of what happened. Either way is okay.

I want you to know that your teachers and I are here for you. We also have counselors here to help us all cope with what happened. If you'd like to talk to one of them, just let me or one of your teachers know or look for the counselors in [NOTE SPECIFIC LOCATION] between classes or during lunch.

We are all here for you. We are all in this together, and the school staff will do whatever we can to help you get through this. 


Appendix D
Talking Point Guided Notification To Students and Public
MORNING OF DAY 1: SUICIDE HAS OCCURRED
(TEMPLATE III of III)

· Consent from parents must be given if the deceased student's name is used;
· This document is a guide with talking points to address with students;
· The talking points have the most impact if read and personalized with your own words;
· It is important for a CRT member to liaise with the family to determine their wishes about communication within the school community; and
· Template should be adapted/modified to meet the district's unique needs at the time of the crisis.



I am so sorry to tell you all that one of our students, [NAME OF STUDENT], has died. I'm also very sorry to share that the cause of death was suicide. All of us are thinking of [HIS/HER] family and friends.

Some students in our school, particularly [HIS/HER] friends will find this news very difficult to understand and accept. Other students, not just close friends, are also likely to be upset, perhaps because it reminds them of another sad event in their own life. Because of this, we have counselors available to support us located [NOTE SPECIFIC LOCATION] for any students to go to if you feel you cannot be in the classroom over the next few days. Someone will be available in the room at all times during the school day. The school counselors will be available in the normal way to see students, and we will have some extra counselors in the school for a while.

A notice is going home today to inform your parents about the death, so they will understand if you want to talk with them today or sometime in the future.

Remember to use the normal signing out processes if you need to leave the school grounds. If you are approached by anyone from outside of the school asking for information about this death, please tell them they should speak to [NAME OF PERSON OR MEDIA SPOKESPERSON].

We will keep you informed as much as possible over the next week. This is a time to be especially sensitive to each other's feelings and to look out for each other. Let a teacher or your parents know if you or your friends are worried about anything or anyone.
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