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Featured Strategy of the Month

Philosophical Chairs 
Philosophical Chairs is a structured debate where students argue for or against a particular idea based on reading they have done in preparation for Philosophical Chairs.  Students evaluate ideas, issues, and values in texts and share their differing perspectives.
1.  Preparation for the Philosophical Chairs:  Students read the two articles provided by the teacher about a given issue.  One article will be FOR the issue and the other will be AGAINST the issue.
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2.  T-Chart:  Students record notes from both articles on the Philosophical Chairs T-Chart.  Then students decide whether they are FOR or AGAINST the issue. 
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3.  The Set-up:  The room is divided in half with chairs on each side.  Students sit on the side of the room based on whether they are FOR or AGAINST the issue.
[image: image6.png]Name Date __/__/__ Period

PHILOSOPHICAL CHAIRS EVALUATION

Issue:
Your original position: = FOR the issue 2 AGAINST the issue
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How open-minded were you a5 you listened to other people speak?
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‘How many times did you speak during the discussion?

What were two memorable points made during the discussion?

1

Use the space below to explain why your position did or did not change. List
the reasons for your thinking.

What do you wish you would have said that you dida’t?





4.  Mediator:  A neutral mediator is chosen (not the teacher) who 1.) calls on sides to speak, 2.) limits time to speak if necessary, 3.) Makes sure everyone who wants to speak has the opportunity, or 4.) calls on anyone at anytime to speak.  
5.  Students Must: 
· Choose a side. They cannot be neutral.

· Listen while others speak.

· Wait for the mediator to call on them to speak.  
· Use the notes from the Philosophical Chairs T-Chart or the articles to support their positions.

· In one sentence, summarize the previous speaker’s argument before they respond.

· Wait for three other people on their side to speak before they speak again. Address ideas, not the person stating the ideas.

· Keep an open mind. Students may move to the other side if they feel someone has made a good argument or their opinion has changed.
6.  At the End of Philosophical Chairs:  Students reflect on the process by filling out an evaluation form. 
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