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SOCRATIC SEMINAR QUESTIONS

Directions: Afer reading the assigned fext, write one question at each level
of Costas Levels of Intellectual Functioning, an answer, and why it is
important. Be prepared to ask your questions, answer others’ questions, and
hare why the content of the text is important during the Socratic Seminar

Level 1 Question
Bint: The answers to level | questions can be found right n the text,
Tevel T Queston:

Ty This & Tmporant 12 My Lite:

Hint- The answers to level 2 questions can be found by “reading befuieen the lines
Tevel2 Queston:

Ty This & Tmporant 12 My Lite:

Level 3 Question
‘Hhint: The answers t level 3 questions g0 beyond the fext.
Tevel 3 Question:

SOCRATIC SEMINAR OBSERVATION

Directions: Each time your pariner does one of the following while
in the inner circle, place a checkmark in the appropriate box.

‘Partner’s Name:

Asks alevel 1.2, or 3 question coooao
Answers a question coooao
Refers fo the text cooaoao
Adds to another speaker’s ideas cooaoao
Asks another speaker for clarification cooaoao
Makes eye contact with others while speaking .. & = = 3 ©
Interrupts another speaker cooaoao

cooaoao
Dominates the conversation ooooo

‘What was the most interesting thing your partner said?

‘What would you like fo have said during the Socratic Seminar?

Ty This & Tmporant 12 My Lite:





Featured Strategy of the Month

Socratic Seminar
A Socratic Seminar is dialogue where students seek deeper understanding of complex ideas.  Students evaluate ideas, issues, and values in texts and share different perspectives.
1.  Preparation for the Socratic Seminar:  Students read the text carefully and highlight key ideas. Then they formulate level 1, 2, and 3 questions that can be asked of the group during the Socratic Seminar.  Finally, students make connections between the text and their lives.  
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Clarifying

« Could you repeat that?

« Could you give us an example of that?

« Thave a question about that. ...7

« Could you please explain what means?

* Would you mind repeating that?

« T'mnof sure I understood that. Could you please give us another
example?

« Would you mind going over the instructions for us again?

« So.doyoumean...?

« What did you mean when you said ...7

« Ttk what is trying to say is.

« Thank you for your comment. Can you cite for us where in the fext
You found your information?

Probing for Higher Level Thinking
*  What examples do you have of ... 7
« Where in the text can we find...?

« Tunderstand ... but I wonder about.

« How does this idea connect o ..7

. I is true, then 7

« What would happen if 2

« Do you agree or disagree with his/her statement? Why?
« What is another way to look at it?

+ Howare__and similar?

+ Whyis___important?

‘Expressing an Opinion
o Ithinkbelieve/predict/imagine that

 Inmyopinion
o Itseemsto me that

What do you think?

Building on What Others Say

« Tagree with what said because
« You bring up an interesting point, and I also think

« That's an interesfing idea. I wonder

« Tthought about that also, and I'm wondering why .. 7

« Thadn't thought of that before. You make me wonder if .2 Do

You think .. 7

. said that. .. Tagree and also think.

« Based on the ideas from . and it seems
like we all think that....”

Interrupting

« Excuseme, but
« Somry for interrupting, but

« May Linterrupt for a moment?
« MayIadd something here?

« Disagrecing

« Idon'treally agree with you because

« Iseeit another way. I think

« Myideais slightly different fom yours. I believe

(1 don’t understand)
(Lmissed what you said)

Tnviting Others into the Dialogue

« Does anyone agree/disagree?
« What gaps do you see in my reasoning?
« What different conclusions do you have?

. (name), what do you think?
« Who has another idea/question/interpretation?
. (name), what did you understand about what ___ said?

« We haven't heard from some people in the group. Could someone
new offer an idea o question?





2.  Room Set-up:  ½ of the class sits in the inner circle and participates while the other ½  of the class sits in the outer circle to observe and record the participation of their partners.  
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3.  Inner Circle Expectations:  Students are expected to participate by referring to the text to support their comments or questions. Students should take turns speaking instead of raising hands. Students are encouraged to discuss the text, not each other’s opinions. They may use Academic Language                                                                                  Scripts for Socratic Seminars as needed to guide the discussion.
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4.  Outer Circle Expectations:  Students sitting in the outer circle observe their partner who is sitting in the inner circle and record their observations on the Socratic Seminar Observation form.  
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5.  After about 10-15 minutes: The roles are reversed and the discussion continues.  The partners in the outer circle switch places with the partners in the inner circle.



6.  At the End of the Socratic Seminar:  Students reflect on the process. 



7.  Final Steps:  Have students cut on the dotted line and give the completed Socratic Seminar Observation form to their partners. Then have students staple their own Socratic Seminar Questions to the Socratic Seminar Observation form filled out by their partners. Finally, the two stapled documents are turned in for credit.










Video Example:  � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBjZ-4MK1WE" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBjZ-4MK1WE� 
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