Policy # RE 18

Attendance Policy

One of the Bell County School System's main priorities is student attendance. Attendance plays a vital role in a student's educational growth and development.

Any pupil who has been absent from school without valid excuse for three (3) days or more, or tardy (3) days or more, is considered truant. A pupil who has been reported as a truant three (3) or more times is a habitual truant. Absence for less than half a day shall be considered tardiness.

Excused Absences:

Absence or tardiness shall be excused for the following reasons: 1. Death or severe illness in the pupil's immediate family.

2. Illness of the pupil (verification by a health professional may be required.

3. Participation in school-related activities approved by the principal/designee.

4. Clinical appointments such as, but not limited to, appointments with doctors or dentists (verification by a health professional may be required.

5. One (1) day for attendance at the Kentucky State Fair.

6. Other valid reasons as determined by the principal/designee. Extended Absences:

Parents/guardians shall make arrangements with the Principal or designee for extended absences.

Verification of Absence:

When a student returns to school the student must present a written statement to the principal/designee from the parent/guardian stating the reason and date of the absence. Absences that are not properly verified shall be considered unexcused. Only five (5) handwritten notes, one for each day absent, from the parent guardian will be accepted per school year. Any over the five (5) will be at the principal/designee discretion. Parent/guardian has 5 days from the date the student is absent to present an excuse, handwritten or medical excuse. Any excuses presented after the 5-day period will not be accepted and the absence will be considered unexcused.

Make-Up Work:

Make-up work is permitted for excused absences only. It is the student's responsibility to contact the teacher/teachers concerning their missed assignments. The student has two (2) days after returning to school to request their assignments and two (2) days after receiving the assignment to complete the assignment.
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