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Enrichment Opportunities for Gifted and Talented Students: 

A Reference List for Parents 

Bell County Schools provides this document, not as a recommendation, but rather as an informational service to increase awareness of enrichment opportunities available for those parents/students who choose to explore the options.  (Note that a limited number of the listed opportunities are also available for primary talent pool students, potential candidates for gifted status.)

Student Activities, Workshops, Organizations, Contests, and Other Opportunities

	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	4-H
	A variety of camps, clubs, contests, and conferences sponsored by our local county extension agent.  Their focus is on leadership, community service, communication skills, civic responsibility, and teen issues.
	4th – 12th (Depending on activity)


	Leadership

(Some specific events for Creative Writing and Performing Arts)
	Highlights include--

Leadership Camp in July

Poetry Contest in January

Speech Contest in March

Variety Show in April

4-H Clubs and Projects all year

Teen Retreat in March

Conferences in Nov and June
	Bell County Extension Office

101 Courthouse Square

Pineville, KY 40977

Phone: 606- 337-2376

Fax: 606-337-6739


	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Academic Teams
	Student Teams that represent their School in District, Regional, and/or State Competitions in Quick recall, Future Problem-Solving, Composition, and Written Assessments.
	4th – 12th 
	All
	Selection is a Competitive Process
	School’s Academic Team Coach 

	Advisory Council to Youth Service Center
	Student Representatives participate in the decision-making process as related to FRYSC grant, focus, and activities.
	6th – 12th
	Leadership
	Selection through recruitment and/or Teacher Referral

Opportunity to attend State-Sponsored Leadership Workshop
	School’s Family Resource/Youth Service Center Director

	All America Reads (AAR)
	A Nationwide Project designed to encourage reading and discussion.  Readers join in a shared reading experience based on a single book each year.  A national book club of sorts.
	6th – 12th
	Reading

Language Arts
	Reading Guides and Lesson Plans Available 
	www.allamericareads.org 

	Boy/Girl Scouts of America
	An Educational Program focused on character, conduct, citizenship, patriotism, service, and personal fitness.
	All

(Grouped by age and purpose)
	Leadership
	Membership dues vary

Focus of troop aligned to age group 
	Boy Scouts Mt. Laurel District

(Bell, Harlan, Knox, Laurel, Whitley, Jackson, Clay and Leslie Counties)

Robert Reed

Robert.Reed@scouting.org
606-706-6993

www.scouting.org 

Girl Scouts of Kentucky’s Wilderness Road Council, Inc.

Lexington, KY 40505

859-293-2621

800-475-2621

gswrc@gswrc.org
http://www.gskentucky.org
www.girlscouting.org 


	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Center for Rural Development Summer Youth Camps
	Topics change annually but typically include Science, Leadership, and Technology

½ day sessions for 5 days
	All

(According to schedule and topics)
	Leadership

Science

(Others according to schedule) 
	Cost varies according to Topic and Instructor

Students may register for more than one session
	Rachel Brantley at The Center

606-677-6000

www.centertech.com 

	CenterStage at The Center for Rural Development
	Performing Arts Series of Musical and Theatrical Performances


	Determined by specific performance schedule
	Visual and Performing Arts
	Season and Single Performance Tickets available for 4 series--Classical, Popular, Family, or Children/Community

(Art Exhibits as scheduled)
	606-677-6000

www.centertech.com 

	Challenges, Contests, Summits, 

Olympiads
	A variety of participatory opportunities sponsored by Corporations, Universities, and Organizations
	Varies
	All
	Notification to schools is on-going throughout each school year

Recognition, Prizes, and/or Scholarships awarded to winners of most events
	G/T Coordinator and/or Facilitators provide School Announcements and/or Print Information to Interested/Eligible Students

	Middlesboro

Little Theater
	Locally produced Plays with Local Actors
	Determined by specific performance schedule
	Drama
	As scheduled by the Sponsors
	Amy Simpson 

Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical College

606-242-2145 Ext. 50484 

	Children’s Community Theatre
	Saturday Workshops sponsored by Somerset Community College and Watershed Arts Alliance

Participants Write, Develop, and Perform a Play
	Ages 7 – 13
	Drama
	As scheduled by the Sponsors
	Pauline House at 670-0507 

Carol Huckelby at 677-0994


	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Dance Lessons
	Private Dance Lessons for Individuals and/or Groups
	All
	Dance
	Fees vary by Instructor/Studio
	Yellow Pages

Classified Ads

Kayla’s School of Dance

210 East Kentucky Avenue

Pineville, KY 40977

606-337-1716

Cumberland River Academy of Bluegrass & Appalachian Music

(Bell Theatre)

114 Kentucky Avenue

Pineville, KY 40977

606-337-3806

606-524-3182

Info@CumberlandRiverAcademy.com

	Davidson Institute for Talent Development
	A Recognition and Scholarship Program to nurture and support Profoundly Gifted Young People
	Ages 4 -18
	Science, Math,

Music, Reading,

and General Intellectual
	Challenging Eligibility and Application Requirements
	1-775-852-3483

www.davidson-institute.org 

	Distance Learning
	Kentucky’s Official Virtual High School  

Self-motivated students earn credits/hours through Online Courses
	9th-12th 
	Specific Academic
	Some SBDM Council Policies may apply

AP Scholarships available
	(866-432-0008)

www.kvhs.org   

www.kyvu.org 

High School Guidance Counselor

	Duke 4th and 5th Grade Talent Search  (Formerly MAP)
	A Recognition Program in which participants receive a Certificate, Newsletter, Parent Resource Handbook, and opportunity to enter Writing contest and take EXPLORE--a test developed by ACT.
	4th and 5th 
	General Intellectual and Specific Academic
	One Eligibility Requirement is a 90th Percentile Score on a Specified Test

Application Fee of $20 may be waived for students on Free/Reduced Meal Plans
	www.tip.duke.edu
G/T Coordinator, GT Facilitators and/or Guidance Counselors in School Centers


	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Duke 7th Grade Talent Search (Formerly TIP)
	A Recognition Program in which participants receive an Opportunity Guide, a Newsletter, a College Guide, and Invitation to Summer Programs 
	7th 
	General Intellectual and Specific Academic
	One Eligibility Requirement is a 95th Percentile Score on a Specified Test

Fee of $48 (SAT) or $47 (ACT) may be reduced for students on Free/Reduced Meal Plans
	www.tip.duke.edu
G/T Coordinator, GT Facilitators and/or Guidance Counselors in School Centers

	EKU Summer Day Camp
	Programs are Introductory Level on a variety of topics; Lasts 1-week (4 Hrs-Each Day)
	Ages 11-13
	Varies according to schedule
	Space is Limited

Early Registration is Suggested

Fee $100
	859-622-2398



	Georgetown College Presidential Mentorship Program
	A program that introduces students to the essentials of Leadership including communication skills, networking, etiquette and business protocol, ethical decision-making, cultural diversity, and servant leadership.  
	11th 
	Leadership
	Participants are selected through a Competitive Process

Most sessions scheduled locally after school or weekends;

some sessions are held on campus

Students who complete the program receive a Partial Scholarship to Georgetown College
	www.georgetowncollege.edu 

High School Guidance Counselor



	Governor’s Scholars Program
	Five-week Summer Courses on a College Campus, choice of approximately 25 Subjects presented as Non-Credit Enrichment Classes 
	11th
	General Intellectual and Specific Academic
	A Limited Number of Applicants selected through a Competitive Process

No cost
	High School Guidance Counselor




	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Governor’s School for the Arts (GSA)
	A 3-week Summer Residency Program with Lectures, Field Trips, Master Classes, and Intensive Training by Professionals


	10th and 11th 
	Dance, Vocal/Inst. Music, Drama, Visual Art, and Creative Writing
	Participants are selected through a Competitive Audition Process

Audition Process may include Interviews and Portfolios

Early Application is Necessary

No cost
	502-562-0192

gsa@kentuckycenter.org
www.kentuckygsa.org
High School Guidance Counselor

	GSA Artshops
	One-Day Hands-On Workshops held on scheduled Saturdays across the state and led by Teaching Artists. 

Promoted as Excellent Preparation for Competitive GSA Auditions.
	High school
	Dance, Vocal/Inst. Music, Drama, Visual Art, and Creative Writing
	No cost
	502-562-0192

gsa@kentuckycenter.org
www.kentuckygsa.org
High School Guidance Counselor

	Internet Activities and Research
	Student Activities on various websites as Supervised by Parents 
	All
	All
	www.kyvl.org for an Online Library Collection  (Password Available from School Media Specialist) 

www.destinationimagination.org
for Creative Learning Opportunities for Children

www.bigchalk.com for Online Reference Sources
	Your Favorite Kid-Friendly search directory such as Yahooligans, Bigchalk, Educationworld, Studyweb, Searchopolis, or Cybersleuth-Kids

	Kentucky Academy of Math and Science
	A Residential Early Admissions College program for Highly Motivated High School Students interested in pursuing a Career in Math and Science
	10th - 12th 
	Math and Science
	Limited to 100 Exceptional students who spend their Junior and Senior years on Campus and earn 60 College Hours and a High School Diploma.
	www.wku.edu/academy 


	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Kentucky Odyssey of the Mind
	A Summer Camp Enrichment Program for students who have participated (or would like to have participated) in the Odyssey of the Mind Program
	K-12
	General Intellectual and

Creativity
	Provides Hands-On opportunities to enhance problem-solving, technical and communication skills and to foster creativity, cooperation, and sportsmanship.
	859-384-3364

rlbarlow@earthlink.net
www.odysseyofthemind.org 



	KET
	As a PBS Member, KET offers a wide variety of opportunities including programming, internships, distance learning, projects, and print resources 
	K-12
	All
	Programming Schedules available for review in School Media Centers 
	www.ket.org


	Master Musicians Festival
	A Weekend Concert of various types of Music by Musicians from across the country
	All
	Music
	Open to the Public

Held at Somerset Park in July

Schedule Announced in Media
	www.mastermusiciansfestival.com 

	Murray State University Summer Challenge Programs
	A Summer Residential Week-Long Camp 

Topics vary by year
	5th – 10th 
	General Intellectual and 

Specific Academic
	Registration Fee of $325 covers Instruction, Insurance, Housing, Meals, Recreation, and Field Trips 

Enrollment Limited

Apply Early

Eligibility Requirements include Specified Test Scores and Recommendation from Teacher and/or Counselor
	270-762-2539

www.murraystate.edu 




	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Museums and Art Galleries
	Family Day Trips to Museums and Special Exhibits
	All
	Visual/

Performing Arts and

Social Studies
	Most State Colleges and Universities host Art Exhibits and/or Musical/Theatrical Performances


	Website for Specific Museum or University

Newspapers

Yellow Pages

www.louisville.org
www.lexington.org 

Abraham Lincoln Museum

6965 Cumberland Gap Parkway

Harrogate, TN 37752

423-869-6235

Bell County Historical Society Museum

207 20th Street

Middlesboro, KY 40965

606-242-0005

	National Public Radio (NPR)
	Renown for Journalistic Excellence and Standard-Setting News, Information, and Cultural Programming


	6th – 12th 
	General Intellectual,

Music, Drama, Social Studies, and

Science
	Major Stations in Ky include: 88.9 FM, 89.7 FM, and 91.3 FM 

Established as result of Public Broadcasting Act passed by Congress in 1967 (Akin to KET)
	www.npr.org 



	Pioneer Playhouse School for Arts
	Student Workshops on Six Saturdays in Danville
	K-12
	Drama and

Dance
	Fee of $75
	859-236-2747


	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Private Music Lessons
	Lessons in Voice or Musical Instruments

Guitar

Fiddle

Bass

Banjo-Bluegrass

Banjo-Clawhammer

Mandolin

Mt. Dulcimer

Piano

Small Band Development

Vocal Instruction

Harmony

Songwriting
	All
	Music
	Cost varies by Instructor
	Yellow Pages

Classified Ads

School Music Teacher 

Cumberland River Academy of Bluegrass & Appalachian Music

(Bell Theatre)

114 Kentucky Avenue

Pineville, KY 40977

606-337-3806

606-524-3182

Info@CumberlandRiverAcademy.com

	Bell County

Public Libraries

Branch locations in: Middlesboro and Pineville
	1) Audio Books 

2) Story Hour 

3) Reading Programs

4) Tours

5) Arts/Crafts Classes


	All

(May vary by program or activity)
	All 

(Especially Reading)
	Virtually all Activities and Events are Free


	Middlesboro-Bell County Public Library

126 South 20th Street

Middlesboro, KY 40965

606-248-4812

Pineville-Bell County Public Library

214 Walnut Street

Pineville, KY 40977

606-337-3422

http://www.bellcountypubliclibraries.org/index.htm

	Rogers Scholar Program
	An Intensive 1-week Summer Session that emphasizes Technological Skills Development, Leadership, and a Commitment to Rural Kentucky 
	11th
(Apply in 10th grade by the February Deadline) 
	Leadership
	Participants selected from a 42-County Region

Eligibility Requirements include 3.0 GPA and 6th Stanine in Math on CTBS/CAT 5

No cost for Activities, Meals or Lodging 
	High school guidance counselor

1-888-248-9438

The Center 677-6000

www.rogersscholars.com 




	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Rogers Explorers
	An Intensive 1-Week Summer Session that emphasizes Technological Skills Development, Leadership, and a Commitment to Rural Kentucky
	8th
(Apply in 8th grade by March Deadline)
	Leadership
	Participants selected from a 42-County Region

Eligibility Requirements include 3.0 GPA and 6th Stanine in Math on CTBS/CAT 5

No cost for Activities, Meals or Lodging 
	Guidance Counselor, G/T Coordinator and/or GT Facilitators 

1-888-248-9438

The Center 677-6000

www.rogersscholars.com 



	SCATS


	A 2-Week Summer Camp at Western Kentucky University for Academically Talented Middle School Students
	6th – 8th 
	Art, Music, and Specific Academic
	Tuition $890 

(A Limited Number of Scholarships Available)

Eligibility Requirements include Specified Achievement Test Score 
	270-745-6323

gifted@wku.edu
www.wku.edu/gifted 



	School Clubs
	Schools offer a variety of curricular, co-curricular, and extra-curricular organization
	All
	All   (Especially Leadership)
	Some Clubs include opportunity for College Scholarships
	School Guidance Counselor



	Summer Institute for the Gifted (SIG)
	National Summer Residency Programs at Colleges and Universities 

Academic experiences are coupled with cultural, social, and recreational opportunities
	4th – 11th
	All
	Students must meet Eligibility Requirements

$3,175 Cost Plus Travel

Financial Aid Available

Early Application is a Must!
	866-303-4744

www.giftedstudy.com
sig.info@aifs.com 


	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Super Saturdays
	Enrichment Classes on a variety of topics at WKU 

Up to 50 Class Options

Each Class is for 5 Consecutive Saturdays 
	1st – 6th 
	All
	Participants must Meet    Eligibility Requirements

Offered in Fall and Winter

Some Scholarships Available for the $80 Tuition Fee
	270-745-6323

gifted@wku.edu
www.wku.edu/gifted 



	Teen Theatre
	Performing Opportunities through the Theatre Department of Somerset Community College include Theatre Workshops, Festivals, and Showcase Performances
	6th – 12th 
	Drama
	Open Meetings for 6 Nights Prior to Auditions 

Selected Participants must Commit to a Weekly Rehearsal Schedule
	679-8501

www.kctcs.net 



	Theatrical Productions
	Variety of Performances at State Parks and in Community and Regional Theatres
	All
	Drama and

Dance
	Ticket Prices vary
	Websites of Parks/Theatres 

	Travel/Study Programs
	Two-week European Tour sponsored by The Center for Gifted Studies at Western Kentucky University
	8th – 12th 
	General Intellectual and Specific Academic
	Cost and Itinerary vary

At least 2 trips offered Each Year
	270-745-6323

gifted@wku.edu
www.wku.edu/gifted 



	VAMPY
	A 3-Week Summer Residential Program at WKU for “Verbally and Mathematically Precocious Youth” 
	7th – 10th 
	Math and

Reading
	Meet Specific Program and Class Eligibility Requirements

$1490 Fee includes Room and Board, Instruction, Books, and most Extra Activities 

Some Scholarships Available
	www.wku.edu/gifted 

270-745-6323

gifted@wku.edu


	Enrichment Opportunity
	Description
	Grade

Level
	Targeted Area of Giftedness
	Special Notes
	For Additional

Information

	Vanderbilt University Program for Talented Youth
	An Intensive 3-Week Summer Residential Camp in Nashville, TN

Challenging Intellectual Focus with Social and Recreational Activities Included
	7th – 11th
	All (Varies by schedule)
	One Eligibility Requirement is a Specified Score on ACT, SAT, PSAT, or PLAN

Financial Aid for the $2300 fee is Very Limited


	Peabody College

P.O. Box 506

Nashville, Tennessee 37203-5701

615-322-8261

www.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/pty/ 



	Watershed Arts Alliance 
	Art Exhibits and Performances at Riverstone Art Gallery in Somerset
	All
	Visual and

Performing Arts
	Schedule is Announced in Local Media

Most Events are Free 
	Pauline House at 679-0507 




Organizations, Resources, and Services for Parents of Gifted Students

	Opportunity
	Description
	For Additional Information

	Gifted Child Today
	A Quarterly Journal published by Prufrock Press and advertised as “The Nation’s Leading Resource for Nurturing Gifted and Talented Children” at a Subscription Rate of $35 per Year

Regular Columns include News Briefs, Contests, Meetings, and New Products 
	www.prufrock.com 

Prufrock Press

P.O. Box 8813

Waco TX 76714-9922

	KAGE LISTSERV
	An On-Line Resource for Current News about Gifted Education in Kentucky: Topics include Legislative Action and Conferences
	kage@wku.edu

	KAGE Membership
	Kentucky Association for Gifted Education (KAGE) is an Organization of Parents, Educators, and other Concerned Citizens interested in being Advocates for Appropriate Educational Opportunities for Gifted and Talented Children in Kentucky

Membership fee is $20 per year

Benefits of Membership include Brochures, Legislative Updates, Quarterly Newsletters, Discounted Registration Fee for Annual Conference and Opportunities for Advocacy 
	www.wku.edu/kage
270-745-4301

	NAGC Membership
	Benefits of Membership in National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) include a Magazine Subscription

Annual Membership Fee is $50
	www.nagc.org 

202-785-4268

	National Resource Center for the Gifted and Talented
	An organization that Conducts Research on Giftedness
	www.ucc.uconn.edu/wwwgt/nrcgt.html 

860-486-4676

	“Nurturing Our Future: A Parent’s Guide to Meeting the Needs of Kentucky’s Gifted and Talented Youth”
	A Brochure providing a General Overview and Answers to    Frequently Asked Questions

Published by the Kentucky Advisory Council for Gifted and Talented Education
	Kentucky Department of Education

502-564-2672

	
	
	


	Opportunity
	Description
	For Additional Information

	SENG
	An International Organization to support the Emotional Needs of the Gifted; SENG publishes a Quarterly Newsletter and hosts an Annual Conference
	www.sengifted.org 

	“Suggestions to Turn on Bright Children at Home”
	22 Practical and Stimulating Ideas for Challenging the Gifted Child at Home
	Queensland Assoc for Gifted and Talented Children

qagtcinc@bit.net.au 

	The Gifted Kids’ Survival Guide by Judy Galbraith and Jim Delisle
	A book written to help young Gifted Children understand and cope with their Giftedness 
	Free Spirit Publishing, Inc. of Minneapolis, MN

or G/T Center at SES

	The Gifted Kids’ Survival Guide for Ages 10 and Under by Judy Galbraith
	A book that addresses needs of a specific age group
	G/T Center at SES

	Up from Underachievement by Diane Heacox
	A Reference Book that addresses the needs of students, especially in middle or high school, who are not achieving at their potential
	Free Spirit Publishing


“Encourage your child to participate in enrichment activities where there are other achieving gifted children involved.”

--Dr. Sylvia Rimm, National Association for Gifted Children

How do I support my gifted child in and out of school?

· Provide opportunities for students to explore and pursue interests.

· Provide opportunities within the community.

· Connect students with academic opportunities available outside of the school day.

· Encourage pursuits that support identified gifts.

--Jan Lanham, Kentucky Advisory Council for Gifted and Talented Education

The Bell County School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability

 in employment or the provision of services.
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Barbara T. Warren

Gifted & Talented Coordinator

Bell County Schools


