    Bell County Schools Elementary Sports Guidelines

LIMITATION OF SEASONS

· All elementary schools will observe the KHSAA Dead Period, June 25th – July 9th of each year.  During this time there should be no activities schedule for any sport by any person associated with the school.  All facilities should be locked during this period as well.
· Open practice/gym can be conducted during the pre-season for any sport.  No coach can require a student to participate, which means that participation by students should be on a voluntary basis only.

· Pre-season scrimmage means exactly what it says; there will be no scrimmages after the first regular season game has been played.   
· Each sport has specific limitation of season dates.  Please make sure you adhere to these starting dates.

· Once the playoffs or Championship tournaments are over, the season is over.  No additional games.
ELIGILIBILITY:
· All players must maintain a “C” average, with no more than one (1) “F”.  If player has more than one failing grade they automatically go on probation and the principal will check their grades every two (2) weeks (10 school days).  Student is INELIGIBLE until adequate progress has been made.

· All players are required to have a physical.

· INELIGIBLE MEANS NO PRACTICE OR ANY PLAY.

· If a student is suspended from school – CANNOT PRACTICE, PLAY OR EVEN ATTEND A GAME.

· If a student is absent from school – no practice that day or no play.  UNLESS for the following reasons:  Doctor or Dentist appointment and student has excuse, death in the family and principal was notified.
· Any student ejected from any competition is ineligible until they serve a one game suspension. 
ELGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR STUDENT CHANGING SCHOOLS

· If student has a change of residence; no penalty.

· If student changes schools with no change of residence, they must have 10 days of practice at new school before she/he can participate in game.

· If student moves to another school with no change in residence, after the dates listed below, they are ineligible for the remainder of the season.

· September 15th for girls’ basketball

· January (First Friday school is back in session.) for boys’ basketball 

FOOTBALL GUIDELINES:
· Players must be enrolled in the middle grades (6-8)

· In order to play a student cannot be 15 years of age before August 1st.

· Coach must turn in rosters (name, age and birth date) to all principals and athletic director before first regular season game.

· Limitation of Seasons

1. Practice begins the week of July 15th 
2. There will be a limit of two (2) pre-season scrimmages.

3. First game during the week of August 15th.
4. The season should consist of no more than 11 regular season games.

5. Regular Season ends the week of October 15th.
6. Season ends by November 1st.
· Each elementary school will be assigned to games during the season and the principal or designee should be in attendance and provide workers to assist with game duties. 
· The District AD will be responsible for security, officials and assigning schools to work games.  

· All officials must be certified.

· Admission for all regular season games will be $3 adults and $1 students.  Bowl games are $5 adults and $3 students.

· All finances will be held at Bell County High School, including any booster accounts.
BASKETBALL GUIDLINES:
· Players must be enrolled in the school they represent.

· There will be an A-Team (7th and 8th grades), B-Team (5th and 6th grades) and in some cases a C-Team (4th grade and below).  There will also be a county-wide boys 7th and 8th grade Middle school team following the regular county season.
· In order to play on the A-Team a student cannot be 15 years of age before August 1st.

· In order to play on the B-Team a student cannot be in any grade higher than 6th and cannot be 13 years of age before August 1st.

· Coach must turn in rosters (name, age and birth date) to the principal and athletic director before first regular season game.

· Each team will play the other Bell County Schools twice consisting of 5 home games and 5 away games.

· The B-Team should play a minimum of 10 games and a maximum of 24 games. 

· The A-Team should play a minimum of 10 games and a maximum of 24 games.

· The Tip-off Tournament will not count toward the 24 game limit.
· All regular season tournament games will count toward the 24 game limit.

· The Championship Tournament for boys and girls will be held at BCHS.

· Schools will be responsible for the operations of preseason tournaments and the final B Team Tournament.  This includes scheduling, drawing, buying of trophies, etc.  The team hosting the tournament will be responsible for all expenses.  These tournaments rotate in alphabetical order.
FUTURE HOST:
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  Yellow Creek
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· LIMITATION OF SEASON

· Girls Basketball

· Official Practice begins July 15th 
· Each school is allowed a total of two (2) pre-season scrimmages.

· No regular season games played before August 1st 

· First League game played no earlier than August 15th.

· Tournament during the last two weeks of October.

· Boys Basketball

· Official Practice begins October 1st
· Each school is allowed a total of two (2) pre-season scrimmages.

· No regular season games played before the last week in October. 

· Tournament for A Teams will be played before Christmas Break.
· Middle School Team will be open to all 7th and 8th graders that have played for their Elementary School that season.
· Middle School Season will begin Jan 1.

· GAME ADMISSION

1. $3 FOR ADULTS AND $1 FOR STUDENTS for regular season games
2. $3 FOR ADULTS AND $2 FOR STUDENTS for tournament games
3. Games will begin at 6 p.m., second game 20 minutes after 1st game

4. B-TEAMS – 5 MINUTE QUARTERS WITH 10 MINUTE HALF

5. A-TEAMS – 6 MINUTE QUARTERS WITH 10 MINUTE HALF

· Game Day Activities

1. Home Team Principal or Designee required to be in attendance
2. Home Team will be responsible for security.
3. Home Team will need to get timekeeper.
4. The Athletic Director will assign officials to work all league games.  

5. The home team will be responsible for officials for all non-league games.  One of the two officials should be a certified official.

6. Certified Officials will be paid $30 per game.  Others will be paid $25.  
Note: The use of certified officials will be a goal that we hope to achieve during this season.  During the 2012-13 season, this will be a mandate.
· ANY SCHOOL FOUND IN VIOLATION OF THE GUIDELINES FOR BASKETBALL WILL FORFIET THEIR RIGHT TO HOST THE A-TEAM PRE-SEASON TIP-OFF TOURNAMENT AND B-TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNMENT DURING THERE NEXT OPPORTUNITY TO HOST.  THIS WILL BE BOTH OF THESE TOURNAMENTS AND ONLY FOR THE TEAM FOUND IN VIOLATION, EITHER BOYS OR GIRLS. 
· ANY SCHOOL THAT COMMITS A SECOND INFRACTION WITHIN THE SIX YEAR ROTATION CYCLE WILL FORTIET THEIR RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT AT THE END OF THE SEASON.
BASEBALL AND FAST PITCH SOFTBALL:

· Players must be enrolled in the middle grades (6-8)

· In order to play a student cannot be 15 years of age before August 1st.

· Coach must turn in rosters (name, age and birth date) to all principals and athletic director before first regular season game.

· The season should consist of no more than 25 regular season games.

· Limitation of Seasons

1. Practice begins March 1st
2. Limit of two (2) pre-season scrimmages

3. First game no earlier than April 1st
4. Regular Season ends by May 15th
· Admission for all regular season games will be $3 adults and $1 students.  

· The District AD will work closely with the coaches concerning security and umpires.

· All finances will be held at Bell Central Elementary, including any booster accounts.
OTHER SPORTS (Cross Country, Golf, Soccer, Tennis, Track, Volleyball):

· All efforts will be made by the high school coaching staff to provide opportunities for middle school students to participate.

· Players must meet KHSAA guidelines in order to participate.

· Coaches must turn in rosters (name, age and birth date) to the principal and athletic director before first regular season game.

· High School Coaches will conduct activities such as intramurals, camps and clinics to provide a feeder program for their respective sports.  

· Attempts will be made to establish relationships with outside programs such as, First Tee and AYSO, to provide students with opportunities to participate in extracurricular activities.
CHEERLEADERS

· Cheer for girls and boys basketball (Home Games)
· All cheerleaders are required to have a physical.

· Cheerleaders will participate in competition at the end of the season during the boys tournament 

· There will be no Drill Teams.

COACHING TRAINING/REGULATIONS
· Coaches will work in direct supervision of their principal, district athletic director and high school coach of the sport they are involved with. (Exp.  All girls’ basketball coaches should work with the high school girls coach.)
· All Coaches will be required to attend clinics if they are held.

· Coaches must meet guidelines established by the Bell County Board of Education as outlined in the Coaches’ Handbook.
· Coaches should adhere to KHSAA Guidelines concerning Sportsmanship guidelines and will face the same sanctions if ejected from any competition (Two game suspension).
