The Chafee Amendment to Chapter 1 of title 17, United States Code, of September 16, 1996, allows authorized entities to reproduce or distribute copies of previously published nondramatic literary works in specialized formats exclusively for use by persons with blindness or other disabilities. The following provides the parameters that must be met by any local school district when using scanning to convert copyrighted material to a digital format for access by students with disabilities who are low or emerging readers. 
1. Scanning material is never to replace the purchasing of material; 

2. Scanning can only be done by an "authorized entity" as defined in Section 121(c) of the Chafee amendment [Section 121(c)(1): "For purposes of this section, the term . . . 'authorized entity' means a nonprofit organization or a governmental agency that has a primary mission to provide specialized services relating to training, education, or adaptive reading or information access needs of blind or other persons with disabilities." In accordance with the Chafee amendment definition of an authorized entity only being a "governmental agency that has the primary mission of providing specialized services for persons with blindness or other disabilities", ONLY special education teachers whose primary purpose is serving such persons are deemed authorized to utilize scanning for purposes of accessibility of materials for students with disabilities who otherwise cannot access the content.

3. Scanned material must be used only for students with identified disabilities, i.e. those with an IEP or 504 plan.

4. Scanned copies are not to be sold or shared if such exchange would lead to avoiding the purchase of the copyrighted material by a second party.

5. Scanned copyrighted materials under Section 121 of the Chafee amendment shall (1) "bear a notice that any further reproduction or distribution in a format other than a specialized format is an infringement," and (2) "include a copyright notice identifying the copyright owner and date of the original publication."

6. Assessments that are standardized, secure or norm-referenced tests may not be scanned. 
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