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Critical Points of 703 KAR 5:070 Related to Prompting and Cueing


Accommodations or modifications shall not inappropriately impact the content being measured.


Accommodations or modifications shall be related to the individual student’s needs and the impact of the disability on specific areas of learning.  The decision to use accommodations or modifications shall be supported by evaluation information, instructional planning, and specified in the student’s IEP or 504 Plan as necessary for the student to access the general education curriculum.


The ARC (Admissions and Release Committee) or 504 Committee shall consider under what conditions a student will use prompting and cueing on a routine basis during instruction.  


If a student uses a cue card or other strategy on a daily basis during instruction as stipulated in the student’s IEP or 504 Plan, (e.g., edit or revision checklist, mnemonic device, formulas), the student may use the cue card or strategy during the state-required assessment. The teacher shall not point out the steps.  The use of these strategies and guides for assessment shall be student initiated and not teacher initiated.  


Teachers shall not provide the student with content information needed to address test questions.





On rare occasions, due to the nature of a disability, an individual student may need a verbal or non-verbal cue to begin a task or to refocus on a task.  Overtime, these cues shall be phased out as the student learns self-cueing strategies since the goal is for the student to become more self-reliant and independent.  If these strategies are described in the student’s IEP or 504 Plan and are used in daily instruction, then the student may use them for the state-required assessment.  


Student evaluation information and the student’s present level of performance shall support the need for these strategies.





The teacher shall not draw figures, suggest learning sentences, or provide content during the administration of the state required standardized assessment.





During “conferencing”, the teacher may guide instruction as part of guided practice using strategies such as prompting, cueing, explaining, and restating questions.  


Teachers may show students with disabilities using technology how to move margins, paragraphs, etc., when creating portfolio entries as part of the instruction to learn word processing skills.  However, only the student shall indicate where to move paragraphs, sentences, words, and margins.








Use of Cue Cards, Personal Reference Notebooks, Cueing Notebooks, and Classroom Notebooks


Prompts, personal reference notebooks and cue cards are not designed for the purpose of the CATS assessment.  





Classroom teachers often have students keep class or personal reference notebooks and develop prompts and cues as part of instruction and as an instructional management strategy.  Generally students use the notebooks (written or digital) to keep:


class notes, 


assignments,


completed student work,


journal reflections, 


scoring guides, 


class work, projects, 


research,  


a calendar of due dates for assignments and assessments.  


formulas for mathematics, 


processes for inquiry and problem solving (e.g., scientific method, brainstorming, generating self questions), 


specific graphic organizers and representations (e.g., webs, concept/comparison organizer or matrices, Venn diagrams, flowcharts, sequence chains, timelines, notetaking devices, story maps, and mapping/webbing devices such as semantic maps, spider maps and concept maps), 


cue cards (e.g., checklist for editing or revision), and 


mnemonic devices.  





Verbal and non-verbal prompts are also often used in instruction to focus and refocus a child’s attention.  During instruction a teacher may point to the section of a task to refocus a child’s attention or may verbally prompt a student to use a cue card to remember the steps of brainstorming or the writing process.  





For some individual students with disabilities, these prompts, cues and notebooks are an essential part of their specially designed instruction or an accommodation depending on the student’s disability and the impact of the disability on learning.  Evidence from a student’s evaluations typically demonstrates that a student’s disability has impacted the student’s acquisition, retrieval, memory or organization of learning and therefore the student’s specially designed instruction and accommodations includes memory, organization, retrieval or acquisition strategies or devices.  These strategies and devices may take many forms including technology based formats and strategies. 





During classroom instruction these prompts, cues, and notebooks become a collection of tools to assist a student with disabilities in accessing the general education curriculum, organizers for their thinking and work, a management strategy to assist a student in organizing their learning and memory devices (e.g., mnemonics) that foster life long learning, independence and self cueing strategies.  Personal reference notebooks and cue cards, when specified as an accommodation or modification for a student with disabilities, are specific to the child and consistent with the needs of the individual student and his/her specific disability. They are personal and not generic.  





Prompts, personal reference notebooks and cue cards are not designed for the purpose of the CATS assessment.  There are some prompts, cues, and personal reference materials that a student uses during instruction, however, students cannot use them for the state assessment because they provide content or may influence the performance of other students.





Examples and Non-Examples of Prompts and Cues for CATS





Examples Than Can Be Used In the State Assessment �
Non-Examples�
�
Graphic organizer (e.g. concept/comparison organizer or matrices, Venn diagrams, classification web, KWL chart, metaphor thinking organizer, an organizer for making predictions, flowcharts, sequence chains, web) that the child typically uses to construct responses routinely for assignments and classroom tests.  The graphic organizer is content free.�
A graphic organizer completed with content information comparing and contrasting the similarities and differences of geographic locations, a web of subsystems of a habitat, a Venn diagram illustrating relationships between specific human body systems, a timeline illustrating historical time periods of specific music, a web classifying animals by body structure, needs, habitat, and geographic locations, a completed prediction organizer about how the changing demographic patterns in the United States may impact business, natural resources, politics and education in 2075.�
�
Cue card with a checklist of the steps for editing, revision, or the writing process.�
A cue card, article, or draft of writing with key knowledge or information about a specific artist or the earth’s movement.�
�
Cue card, thinking map, questioning guide or matrix with strategies to generate ideas such as brainstorm ideas, generate many ideas, generate different types of ideas, generate unusual ideas, elaborate adding details to the ideas, assess ideas to decide what ideas best match the context of the task.�
A completed brainstorming or thinking map with ideas about how to handle bullying or how to welcome new students in the school.  A completed thinking map about how to attract new businesses to the community or how a character in a book could handle a situation in different ways, or how to expand arts for children in the community including displays of children’s artwork.�
�
A cue card with mathematics formulas, properties, theorems, and right angle relationships (e.g., Grade 8 or 11 Mathematics Reference Sheets) or a cue card providing formulas with an example.�
A cue card with mathematics formulas including multiple examples of open-response mathematics problems. �
�
Cue card or web with a mnemonic such as RAP (read, ask yourself a question, put it in your own words).�
Cue card or graphic organizer with key concepts and content about the water cycle, human body systems, or Kentucky history.








�
�
Technology based graphic organizers content free.�
Technology based organizers such as a completed webbing organizer that contains the content of the parts of a plant or major cultural, economic and political influences on art.�
�
Verbal or Written Prompt:  “It’s time to start.”�
Verbal or Written Prompt:  “Do you think you have written a complete answer?”�
�
Verbal Prompt:  “When you are ready to move on to the next section, let me know.”�
Verbal Prompt:  “ It looks like you have written a complete and good response, let’s move on to the next section.”�
�
Technology created spreadsheet content free.�
Technology created spreadsheet with completed content of demographic patterns in the United States.�
�
Student initiated use of word prediction software with the student making decisions about the word choice.�
Teacher directing a student to the best word choice to use.�
�












