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LYONS TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 204

Language Arts Division

English II Interpersonal Communication 

Course Syllabus

This course examines how people communicate, why people communicate, and what factors affect communication both positively and negatively.  Whether one is giving a speech, participating in a group, or engaging in any other communication activity, this course will help students to interact more effectively with others.  Critical thinking skills and strategies learned in this course will help students critique the communication messages that surround them.  While the course includes assessments of reading and writing skills, the primary assessments are performance-based speaking opportunities.
Standards
In addition to addressing the Language Arts Division standards outlined in the Academic Program Guide, this course is specifically designed to develop students in the following ways:
1. Students will understand that it is important to communicate effectively.

· Students can utilize vocal expression to fit a variety of audiences and purposes.

· Students can define the vocal traits of personal performance: pitch, inflection, volume, articulation, and rate/fluency.

· Students can utilize physical expression to fit a variety of audiences and purposes.

· Students can adjust the content of their delivery based on the context of communication.

· Students can identify varying types of communication purposes: inform, persuade, and entertain.

· Students can identify different types of communication: small group, public, intrapersonal, interpersonal, mediated.

2. Students will understand that listening is an active process.

· Students can actively listen in large and small group settings, during discussions and presentations.
· Students can respond appropriately in varying contexts.

3. Students understand that communication can be critically analyzed and evaluated.

· Students can deconstruct both interpersonal and mediated communication messages.

· Students can give meaningful critiques of communication.

· Students can analyze and evaluate communication messages to improve their self awareness.

· Students can analyze the effectiveness of their communication choices.

We will fulfill the outlined standards through the following units:

· Unit 1: Introduction to Communication  & Delivery Expression
· Unit 2: Group Dynamics 
· Unit 3: Cultural Literacy 
· Unit 4: Persuasion / Media Literacy
The Interpersonal Communications course will differ from a typical speech course in that it focuses on broader issues of communication than just public speaking.  

Texts
The following is a list of the major texts that students study in this course.  
· Oral Communication: Skills, Choices, and Consequences 
· Twelve Angry Men by by Sherman L. Sergel and Reginald Rose, 1983 (class set)
· Crash, film, 1995
Materials

· Pocket folder or binder containing a supply of loose-leaf paper

· Pens and pencils

· LT planner/assignment notebook

· Flashdrive (optional)
Attendance

Regular attendance is critical to your success.  If you are absent, please see me to find out what work you missed.  You should also check my LT webpage (www.lths.net/nhulbert) and Infinite Campus. Lastly, it is a good idea to get the name and contact information for a couple of people in the class.  Also, remember to communicate with me if you foresee an absence.  It is best to reach me via email at nhulbert@lths.net. Please use your student email when contacting me.
Assignments and Late Work Policies

· Write each assignment in your assignment notebook.

· All assignments are due at the beginning of class (some written assignments must also be submitted electronically through turnitin.com).  See turnitin.com information below.   

· Utilize the correct MLA heading and format for all written work (your name, teacher name, class and period, date).
· If you are absent the day an assignment is due and the work was assigned prior to your absence, it is due the day you return.  

· If you are absent and work is assigned while you are absent, you have 2 days for every day you are absent to make up the work.

· Minor assignments (i.e. homework, activity, etc.) may not be accepted late.

· Major assignments (i.e. presentations, projects, etc.) will drop one letter grade for every day they are late.

· You must present when your name is called on a presentation day.  If you know that you will be absent on an assigned speaking day, you must make arrangements with me ahead of time to reschedule.

· It is your responsibility to monitor and make-up missing tests/quizzes. I will enter a zero into Infinite Campus two days after your return to class if you have not made arrangements to take a missing test/quiz.  If the test was announced before your absence, you should be prepared to take the test the day you return to school.

Plagiarism/Cheating

Communication should always be authentic; we need to hear and read your thoughts, not the thoughts of someone else.  Do not take ideas and words from another source without proper citation.  Other sources could include classmates, other students, the Web, books, magazines, etc.  Authentic work is expected, and LTHS standards regarding plagiarism and cheating will be upheld fully including all procedures and consequences as outlined in your student handbook.

Turnitin.com

Use the following information to access this class at turnitin.com:

Period 1






Period 2
class ID: 7470351





class ID: 7470365
enrollment password: communicate



enrollment password: communicate
Grading

· All grades given during the semester prior to the final are worth 80% of the semester grade; the final exam is worth 20% of the semester grade.  

· Grading Scale:

90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

Below 60
F

· I will be posting your grades on Infinite Campus.  You are responsible for checking your grades for accuracy.  If there is a discrepancy between what is posted and the grade on an assignment that was returned to you, you must show me the graded work in order for me to change the grade.  Therefore, keep all of your assignments.
Communicating with Me Outside of Class
I am in B123 during periods 1 & 2 only; other teachers occupy the class during the rest of the day.  Please make an appointment with me if you need help or want to discuss your class work.  My office number is C226, but I commute between campuses so it is imperative that you make an appointment.  If you are unable to speak with me before or after class, email me at nhulbert@lths.net, and I will respond to you LT email within 24 hours.  I will not respond to your personal email address per school policy.  Please see Ms. Cochran in the Discovery Center if you need assistance setting up or accessing your LT email.
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