Trait Three: Vocal Variety
Vocal Variety: For our purposes, vocal variety refers to a combination of pitch & inflection, tone, and volume.  

Volume: One of the most important factors in vocal delivery is how loudly you speak; it doesn’t matter how well you articulate or how much you vary your rate of speech if the audience can’t hear you.  The volume at which you speak is related to the distance between you and your listeners and the amount of noise that is present.  Your own voice seems louder to you than it does to your listeners, so speak up!  If you are addressing a large group across a great distance, you need to project your voice so everyone can hear you. In addition to projecting your voice, you need to alter your volume to overcome distractions or noise.   The key to projection is not to yell, but to support and power your voice with proper breathing.  You should always project your voice from deep within your diaphragm, not from your throat.  
Volume is also used to add texture to your presentation. Varying your volume to emphasize key words, phrases and ideas keeps your audience interested. In order to use volume to emphasize ideas, know the content / meaning of what you are saying. Does the emotion of the sentence call for you to be “gentle” or use a softer voice?  Does the punctuation indicate excitement and a louder voice?  You must make these choices.
Exercises

1. POP:  Repeat a single syllable word or sound 5 times loud enough to reach the floor in front of you, 5 times to reach the wall, 5 times to reach across the street, and 5 times to reach very far away (like the length of a football field); then repeat moving back toward getting softer.

2. CONDUCTING: Count to ten out loud with the odd numbers being soft and the even numbers being loud.  Then follow Mrs. Hulbert’s lead as she conducts you to move up and down in volume as you count from one to ten.

3. PHRASING: Say different phrases while changing your volume to show appropriate emotion:  "I'm sorry, your dog died", "Get out--the school is on fire!", "Congratulations--you won the lottery!", "Mom, I failed my test,” etc.  How did the volume change with each?  
4. VARIETY: Read the following poem with the BOLD words read louder than your normal voice (make it noticeable but don’t shout) and the words in italics read softer than your normal voice.  

My mother says it’s childish and 
my father says it’s dumb—
whenever they discover that
I’m sucking on my thumb. 

It’s such a silly thing to do,
as everybody knows.
So now instead of sucking it
I stick it in my nose. 
5. Look at your piece and annotate it like the above poem.  Where can you increase your volume for emphasis?  Where can you lower your voice for emphasis?  Underline parts where you plan to speak louder and bracket parts/words where you plan to speak more softly.  
Now practice, practice, practice with a partner.  Your partner should let you know if they hear the variations in volume.  The partner should also give you suggestions on where you can increase or decrease volume.
Pitch & Inflection: Pitch refers to the musicality of the human voice.  Pitch is how high and low your voice is and inflection refers to how you vary your pitch or use pitch to emphasize certain words.  A robotic absence of inflection would be monotone.  Varying pitch (inflection) makes your voice sound natural and engaging, which keeps your audience interested.  
Tone: Tone refers to the emotional content carried by your voice.  Tone and pitch are intricately connected.  For instance, when you speak at a higher pitch (upward inflection) you indicate questioning, surprise, suspense on insincerity.  When you lower your pitch (downward inflection) you indicate confidence, power and certainty.  A level (monotone) pitch indicates disinterest or indecision.  But tone is also how you energize your words.  Are your words filled with anger? Enthusiasm? Despair?  

Exercises

6. CONDUCTING: Count to ten out loud with the odd numbers being lower pitch and the even numbers being higher pitch.  Then follow Mrs. Hulbert’s lead as she conducts you to move up and down in pitch as you recite the alphabet.

7. VARIETY: Change the pitch of your voice to fit the words below.  Listen to see if your voice changes to reflect upward inflection, downward inflection, or level inflection.

a. WOW! 

b. Go

c. OK

d. No

e. Done

f. Maybe

g. Really?

h. Fine
8. INFLECTION: Each time you say it, put the Inflection on the underlined word.

·  “I did not say he lost the keys.”           (If not you, who said it?) 

· “I did not say he lost the keys.”           (Maybe you wrote it?) 

· “I did not say he lost the keys.”           (I guess someone else lost the keys.) 

· “I did not say he lost the keys.”           (Perhaps he gave them away?) 

· “I did not say he lost the keys.”           (Gee! I hope he didn’t lose the car!) 
9. TONE:  Now, say  “Who’s your daddy?” using the following emotions:


Happy

Angry

Afraid


Surprised
Sinister


Sad

Jealous

Apologetic

Shy

10. Pick a strong emotion and read your piece with that energy.  Try shifting to another emotion mid-stream.

