World History 
WWII Book Club
In our study of WWII, we will be using excerpts from novels on various topics within WWII.  You will be responsible for reading a small section of one novel, discussing what you read with a literature circle, and presenting what you read and how it relates to WWII with the entire class.  If you enjoy your section of the book and want to read the whole book—an extra credit opportunity (see below) will be available to you.  You will have 2 days to work on this assignment in class.
Work days:
Wednesday 4/16:  Reading Day & complete your literature circle role sheet
Thursday 4/17:  Literature circle discussion/plan for class presentation

Book presentations will take place on the following dates (subject to change):
Wednesday 4/23-Berlin Boxing Club (Interwar Period)
Friday 4/25-Shadow on the Mountain (Beginning of WWII)
Tuesday 4/29-Code Name Verity (Holocaust)
-Wednesday 4/30-Once (Holocaust)
-Thursday 5/1-Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet (US entry to WWII)

Required reading for literature circles:
Berlin Boxing Club (pages (10-37)You will only be assigned to read 1 of these sections!

Shadow on the Mountain (pages 89-118) 
Code Name Verity (pages 3-22)
Once (pages 29-52)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet (10-33)You will take on your role during your literature circle discussion.  After the discussion, you should create a visual aid that addresses the following:
-What is this book/section about?
-How does it connect to what we’re studying in history?
-Select a quote/piece of text from the novel to share with the class that you found insightful.
-Teach the class a new vocabulary word from the text.


Literature circle roles:
Summarizer
Questioner/Discussion Director
Vocabulary Enricher/Word Wizard
Literary Luminary
Connector

file:///H:/lit_circles.role_sheets.pdf


World History 
WWII Book Club Extra Credit
This quarter there will be an extra credit opportunity for you.  This opportunity requires you to choose a book from the approved list, read it, complete a project, and attend a book club meeting.  This is an optional assignment; however HIGHLY recommended as it will enrich your study and knowledge of World War II.  You will be given some class time to read and the books will be provided for you.
Book Choices (CHOOSE 1):
1. Once.  The horror of the Holocaust is told here through the eyes of a Polish Jewish child, Felix, who loses his innocence as he witnesses Nazi-led roundups, shootings, and deportations. After nearly four years in an orphanage, he runs away to find his parents. First he returns home, where he is chased away by new residents. Then he journeys to the city (that is, the ghetto), gets help from other fugitives, discovers the Nazis' incomprehensible brutality, and is forced into a train bound for the camps. Through Felix's traumatized, present-tense viewpoint, readers learn of the genocide, in which books and bodies were burned en masse, as well as one victim at a time, including a baby who is shot dead in its high chair. Felix escapes, but one and a half million Jewish children did not, and this gripping novel will make readers want to find out more about them.
2. Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet:  Set in the ethnic neighborhoods of Seattle during World War II and Japanese American internment camps of the era, this debut novel tells the heartwarming story of widower Henry Lee, his father, and his first love Keiko Okabe.
3. Shadow on the Mountain:  In Nazi-occupied Norway, fourteen-year-old Espen joins the resistance movement, graduating from deliverer of illegal newspapers to courier and spy.
4. Berlin Boxing Club:  In 1936 Berlin, fourteen-year-old Karl Stern, considered Jewish despite a non-religious upbringing, learns to box from the legendary Max Schmeling while struggling with the realities of the Holocaust.
5. Code Name Verity:  In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what she must to survive while keeping secret all that she can.

Possible Points:
15 points:  Read the book and create one of the projects below (MUST DO)
5 points:  Attend a book club meeting before or after school
=20 total EXTRA CREDIT points




Project Options (CHOOSE 1):
1.  Create a collage that illustrates the character and/or theme of the book. Your collage should be the size of a poster board. Focus on the symbols, pictures, and words that represent the book. Include a typed explanation in which you describe the significance of each item on the collage. 

2.  Plan and construct a presentation board or graphic display that would make other teenagers want to read your book. Using a poster board, provide interesting information regarding the book’s most important themes, scenes, characters, and conflicts. Remember, the most interesting displays contain images, words, and objects. 

3.  Design and construct a “character locker” for a character or real person from your book. First, decorate the outside of the “locker.” The items on the outside should reflect who the character wants to become or how others view the character. You may even choose to incorporate a “graffiti” element depicting how other characters feel about the character in question. Within the locker, place items that represent the character’s inner struggles or who s(he) really is on the inside, relying on REAL items, not drawings. Include a typed explanation in which you describe the significance of each item in the locker. 

4. Using an empty cereal box, design and create a book cereal box. On the front of the box, indicate the title of the book, and name of the cereal as it somehow relates to your book. Create a symbolic image or graphic for the front of the box that somehow connects with the book. Also include a slogan or ad line to attract buyers (this should illustrate an important theme or message in the novel). On one side of the box, include a book summary. On the other side of the box, include author information. On the back of the box include games, character quizzes, word searches, or other activities related to the book.

5.  Imagine that you have been selected to direct a new film version of the book. Put together a production plan notebook for your original film. Your notebook should include a short overview of the novel, convincing producers why modern audiences will want to see the film, a discussion of film location plans and set needs, an overview of each character (include physical and emotional attributes), and a “dream-cast”: select modern-day actors to play each major part—provide a picture and rationale for each casting decision. 

Book Club Dates (choose 1):
Before School _____Tuesday, May 6th in C229 @7:05_______
After School ______Monday, May 5th in C229 @ 3:05______
