Name: _____________________

Date:________________


Exploring the Magna Carta

King John was an English king. He was not a very pleasant person; he told lies about who had committed crimes and then punished them. He put innocent people in prison without a fair trial or jury so that he could steal their belongings. Without He put a poor man in prison once just so he could steal the man's horse and cart. He would show favor to some lords by taking bribes.  When the archbishop of Canterbury died, King John seized the monastery, banished all the monks, and kept the land and the wealth for himself. This made the archbishop furious. The nobles confronted King John. King John promised he would do better. He promised the nobles that he would raise taxes again without discussing it first.  He had two of his nobles arrested, and seized their lands, without allowing them to present any defense.  

The nobles were furious. Armed and ready, they gathered a huge force of nobles at the town of Runnymede. They brought the king there. The archbishop read aloud to the king from a parchment he held, a parchment called the Magna Carta, the Great Charter. The Magna Carta was a list of rights. Most rights were already law. The Magna Carta restated them so there would be no confusion. It became the law of the land.

	Excerpt from Magna Carta
	Put in own words 
	Insert a picture/clipart 
	What problem does this law solve about the middle ages?

	1. No Bailiff [officer of the court] for the future, upon his own unsupported complaint, put anyone to his “law,” without credible witnesses brought for this purposes
	
	
	

	2. No freeman shall be taken or imprisoned… or exiled or in any way destroyed, nor will we [the king] go upon him nor send upon him, except by the lawful judgment of his peers or by the law of the land.
	
	
	

	3. To no one will we sell, to no one will we refuse or delay, right or justice.
	
	
	

	4. We will appoint as justices, constables, sheriffs, or bailiffs only such as know the law of the realm and mean to observe it well.
	
	
	


Go to the following link and watch the 5 minute video that will review the Magna Carta.  Make notes below on how the Magna Carta resemebles certain rights/protections that you have in America.
http://teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?title=Magna_Carta&video_id=114193
Magna Carta Assignment
The Magna Carta is one of the most important documents in Medieval history. It outlined many of the rights for English citizens which are still important today. The Magna Carta granted rights such as no taxation without cause and consent, freedom of the church, trial by jury and due process of law. Not only has the Magna Carta influenced English history but many of the ideas held in the Magna Carta were also included in the American Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States.
 Consider the impact of the Magna Carta. In your opinion, which idea from the Magna Carta has had the most influence in the United States? You are to write a well-developed paragraph (7-10 sentences/typed) explaining your view. Choose one idea from the Magna Carta that you think was the most important (see the list in the paragraph above).  The connections to the United States are further explained on the back. 

 
Your first sentence should be your main idea/thesis statement.  In the remaining sentences, include at least THREE  details to support WHY you feel this idea is the most important to our government today.  Finally, you should end your paragraph with a conclusion sentence.

This is due @ the end of the period.
