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Minutes 
January 24th, 2024, 1:00pm - 2:00pm
Zoom meeting 

1. Welcome
In attendance:  Renee Ruiz, Jennifer Hanawalt, Christopher Bahl, Angela Drelles, Stacie Makris, Amar Sanghera, Katherine DiClaudio, Nicole Spencer, Jennifer Ross, Angelina Sulaka, Lori Roy
2. Board Trustee Update 
Nicole Spencer:  board study session last night was canceled due to the snow day, they received a report from April Imperio that they are moving forward with the literacy pilot for next year.

3. Superintendent Update 
Dr. Embekka Roberson:  unable to attend, per Renee, Embekka will attend an advocacy summit in Washington DC to advocate on behalf of increasing funding for special education which is currently only about 40% federally funded.
We have about 7400 students in district and over 1000 with IEP’s.  Oakland County gets about $45 million federal dollars through IDEA to cover special education costs. This is divided up among all the districts and public-school academies. When you consider what needs to be spent to educate a child with a disability, Birmingham needs 21 million dollars in addition to tour portion of the $49 million to education our different learners.  Renee shared a story about a student who was in a resource room, then moved to a MOCI room, and now losing her physical abilities due to a generative disorder. The district was able to send the student to another school and the current cost to educate this learner is about $90,000. Dr. Roberson will be sharing this story with the legislature and advocacy groups. Dr. Roberson attends this summit every year.

4. SISS Dept. Report 
Renee Ruiz for Laura Mahler:  working on Extended School Year memo, can receive ESY for 1 of 3 reasons:  at a critical stage in learning a student who received cochlear implants in May and just begins speaking, has regression and recoupment (will lose a skill without ESY and cannot recoup within 2-3 weeks), or nature and severity of disability (regresses and loses skill due to any break in instruction).  
We plan to hold ESY at Seaholm again unless construction dictates that we must hold it elsewhere. 
Gen Ed Summer school program - Renee will find out and let us know when we might hear details
Camps offered at BCS - if student needs a paraprofessional, is there ever a way to get more support in camp.  Has not been offered in the past, is provided at ESY and summer school.  Stacie suggested calling the camp program and asking as they have provided extra support in the past.  Renee - extra curriculars during school year - department will work with athletic director or the activity supervisor to see if they can provide support and if not, they will reach out to their staff and post to see if they can find someone to do that.  Renee suggested contacting school level special education supervisor for support and extracurriculars.

5. Department Updates  
Cassandra Carter, Hillary Pulliam, Renee Ruiz

6. Informational Topic
	 Speaker:  Chris Bahl, Co-Founder and Financial Advisor at Stalt Financial with specialty in working with families of individuals with special needs
Slide show:  Introduction to the Special Needs Planning Process:  finances and life care, plan for the entire family
Author of “Making Sense of Special Needs Finance:  A Caregiver’s Roadmap to Financial Stability.” 

7. Oakland Intermediate School District PAC Meeting -  
Greg Butera
Amar Sanghera - last meeting was canceled, will report back after next meeting

8.  New Business
Still need representatives from Harlan, Bingham Farms and Greenfield
Would like to involve additional parents in leadership positions in the PAC
	     Amar - could we place minutes on district webpage?  FAQ section?

Next meeting is 2/28 with an ARC speaker on supported decision making
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