Dear Parents,
 
Duplin County Schools has been awarded a Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) USDA Grant for the 2023-2024 school year!  Your child’s school is among 143 North Carolina elementary schools selected to participate, and this grant is administered by the NC Department of Public Instruction and Duplin County Schools Child Nutrition Department.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Beginning September 2024, a fresh fruit or vegetable snack will be provided for all students in your child’s school at least two days per week.  
 
The goal of the Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program is to:
 
 Create healthier school environments by providing healthier food opportunities and education
 Expand the variety of fruits and vegetables children experience
 Increase children’s fruit and vegetable consumption
 Make a difference in children’s diets to impact their present and future health
 
Snacks will be eaten in the classroom, along with fun and educational activities led by school staff.  Children will be encouraged to try the fruit or vegetable snack of the day, but they may choose to not participate if they do not like or cannot eat the fruit or vegetable offered.  Please encourage your child to participate in the snack, as this will show your support of healthy food choices and willingness for your child to try new foods.  If you have any questions about this program, please contact your cafeteria manager at your child’s school, or the Duplin County Schools Child Nutrition Department.
 
We look forward to this new adventure with you and your children.
 
L’nette S. Stokes
Child Nutrition Director
Duplin County Schools
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