
FAQ’s About the 7th Grade Spanish Class

Welcome to 7th grade Spanish! This is the beginning of a long and valuable road that leads to speaking another language. 

Below you will find some of the most common questions that students have about this class, and the answers to those questions. 

Is this class the same as first year Spanish in high school?

It is similar, but not exactly the same. Spanish 1a (this class) and Spanish 1b (the 8th grade Spanish class) are the equivalent of 1st year Spanish in high school. In other words, we will take two years to cover the same material that a high school class covers in one year.

Is there a text book for this class?

Yes. We be using the book ¡Avancemos! This book is written for middle school Spanish students. 

What do I need to bring to class?

You need to bring your 3-ring binder (AM or PM depending on time of your class), a pencil and your planner. Coming to class prepared is part of your participation grade (more on grading below).

Do you use “show five”, “take a break”, and “buddy room”?

YES! I have the same expectations for classroom behavior as all your other 7th grade teachers. You will be learning the Spanish phrases for “show five”, “take a break”, and “buddy room” in the first week or two. 

Can I go to the bathroom?

Maybe. The best time to ask to use the bathroom or to get a drink of water is after the lesson is done and we are doing individual work or small group work. And remember: no planner, no pass.

Why do you keep speaking Spanish to us when you know we don’t speak the language?

People spoke English to you before you spoke the language. In fact, you learned English as a baby by hearing it spoken to you and around you. Then you started using the language yourself in small ways (words), which grew into larger ways (sentences) and have now blossomed into three-hour-long conversations on the phone. One of the ways that you will be learning Spanish is by being immersed in it, just as you were immersed in English.

How will I be graded?

Your grade will be based on  three things: participation/classwork (50%), projects (25%), and tests/quizzes (25%). Coming to class prepared and on time is part of your participation grade. 

Does this mean I won’t be assigned regular homework for Spanish class?

That is correct. The main homework you will be assigned will be to study for quizzes and tests. 

How did you learn to speak Spanish?

I began learning Spanish in 4th grade. I then took a Spanish class every year I was in school right up though college. I have also lived in Spanish-speaking countries, including Ecuador and Spain.

Will we also learn about geography and history in this class?

Of course we will! Languages do not just float in the air. They are attached to places, cultures, and history. We will be learning about all kinds of things in Spanish class!  

