Groveland Park Elementary
PTO Meeting Minutes – Nov. 4, 2021

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendees: Lindsey Low, Wendy Caucutt, Sarah Murphy, Ashley Azar, Erin Retelle, Hrithik Govardhan, Melissa Nykanen, Robert Clarksen, Mary Larew, Kathryn Wegner, Jane Meister, Erin Jude, Charlotte Hanley-Jacobson, Doug Czaplicki, Sarah Lightner, Heather Allison (virtual), Adeel Ahmad (virtual)

Charlotte welcomed the whole room to the meeting. Started off by stating that Mr. Cheatham had to cancel his visit today due to pneumonia. Would look to reschedule for next year.

Charlotte briefly went through some items:

· The upcoming Davanni’s pizza night (Nov 9)
· Virtual book fair (Nov. 10-23)
· Gerten’s green pickup (Nov. 30)
· Highlighted the new COVID clinic at certain SPPS schools

Ms. Lightner gave some updates:

· Reading groups have started in the classes
· Teachers meet with small groups
· Very, very happy that COVID vaccines are coming (!)
· No substitute teachers…not many specialists this past week
· We will likely get a building substitute, and all schools will get at least one (depending on school size)
· Starting tours!
· Planned to do virtual tours, but will move to in-person tour one family at a time
· Kindergarten numbers are affected by who we get in
· Very committed to a positive experience in order to create that good experience
· May allow additional families at a time as people get vaccinated (December at earliest)
· School leadership team talked about what makes Groveland great/unique

Ms. Lightner broke the room in half for 5-10 minutes to capture what we as parents love about Groveland. After discussion, some of the top reasons identified were:
· Groveland is a neighborhood school
· Superhero video!
· The interactions with Ms. Lightner
· Long-time teachers & short time ones
· Mixed-age class groups
· Groveland teachers send their kids here
· Specialists working with all grades
· Student culture is inclusive

Ms. Lightner said she’d reach out to Charlotte about potentially getting families to provide feedback for prospective families

Ms. Lightner took questions:
· Where are students coming from?
· About 50/50 (walk/bus)
· School choice fair?
· Probably not. Not sure how fast things will open back up in the spring after vaccines

Lindsey Low discussed school board meeting
· Several grants district is awarded (life skills dev, pre literacy tool working with UofM
· 22-23 calendar was approved with a virtual learning day included
· Regular contract approvals
· Noncompliance for vaccines (discussed for 12+ students)
· Non-vaccinated people have to self-report
· Testing every Tuesday at Groveland
· Kids will be in a DB once they’re vaccinated, and won’t have to quarantine
· Field trip policy…no major changes
· Critical ethnic studies requirement may be added (has not been approved)

Envision SPPS was also discussed by Lindsey
· Some schools closing, some moving
· Some programs moving to other schools
· Final board vote is Nov. 16

· Question from Hrithik Govardhan
· Would we be getting students at Groveland?
· Ms. Lightner: Obama is closing, others, don’t know what things will look like
· Doesn’t have her questions answered
· Biggest concerns: pre-K hubs, then students go to neighborhood schools in kindergarten
· Other piece is the number 450. Could maybe get to 400, but no capacity at 450.
· Staffing: don’t know what the shift will look like, teachers moving just like students at closing schools
· Comment from Kathryn Wegner
· Closing school students will be targeted by charters
· This may not pass! This thing needs 4 votes. May be room to affect this
· Question from Doug Czaplicki
· Asked about the well-rounded education and what exactly that means for schools.
· Ms. Lightner mentioned the specialists being part of the well-rounded education
· Comment from Lindsey Low
· Mentioned that SPPS is losing kids to charters from Hmong community
· Ms. Lightner mentioned strengthening the Hmong immersion school
· Comment from Erin Jude
· Seconded the question about the well-rounded education, what are the details there
· Ms. Lightner is hoping that staffing would be more predictable
· Comment from Kathryn Wegner
· Mentioned charter schools will continue to grow, no regulation to keep them from.
· Ms. Lightner - maybe need a conversation with other PTOs to discuss

Fundraising update
· Davanni’s Nov 9
· Gertens ($1300), pick up Nov 30 at Sarah Craig’s house
· Direct Drive
· Planning to get fliers into backpacks before Thanksgiving
· Apex Fun Run
· Working towards this but have not heard back from them
· Less emphasis on trinkets this year

Family Tree Clinic in library Dec 7 at 6PM (Parents are Sexuality Caregivers)
· Same one given in 2019
· Reach out at PTO fundraiser email

Centennial Committee Update
· Not much to report yet
· T-shirts are ready soon, will be available on Groveland Gear soon, lawn signs still available
· Focusing on fundraising for a legacy project
· Looking to create a time capsule
· groveland100.com
· Go here to share experiences, stories, etc.
· Committee meeting at 8PM on Nov 4
· Looking for volunteers

Volunteers for virtual tours co-hosts may not need since Ms. Lightner is looking at doing single family tours

Charlotte noted that we are ignoring previous rules about gaveling in/out of meetings. She thanked everyone for joining and closed out the meeting.


