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Rare Earth High School is a WASC Accredited Continuation High School, established to offer students an alternative placement to complete their high school education.  Rare Earth High School enrollment gives the students more personal responsibility in meeting their goal of graduation.  
In a small school setting, students at Rare Earth High School work independently, with teachers as guides.  Each student is required to attend the entire designated full day or shortened day of attendance (refer to Class Schedule).    Graduation requirements, 230 credits, are the same as those of the comprehensive high school.

The staff of Rare Earth is committed to the progress of enrolled students.  Every student at Rare Earth has the opportunity to complete a high school program.  Those who choose to be successful; will be successful.  

The following information describes the major differences between Rare Earth High School and the regular comprehensive high school program.

Advantages
1. Shortened school day

2. Small class sizes

3. More opportunity for one-on-one assistance

4. No time restrictions for course completion

5. More personalized attention

6. A more relaxed environment due to restricted enrollment

Disadvantages
1. Restricted and minimum social activities

2. No organized sports activities

Class Schedule

Rare Earth High School 2020-2021 Bell Schedules
	REGULAR DAY BELL SCHEDULE


	MINIMUM DAY BELL SCHEDULE

	PERIOD
	SCHEDULE
	PERIOD
	SCHEDULE

	1
	8:00 – 8:52             
	1
	8:00  – 8:37           

	2
	8:54 – 9:46             
	2
	8:38-9:15          

	NUTRITION
	9:46 – 10:01         
	NUTRITION
	9:15- 9:30           

	3
	10:02 – 10:47         
	3
	9:32- 10:09       

	4
	10:56 – 11:48         
	4
	10:11- 10:48    

	LUNCH
	11:48 – 12:18
	LUNCH
	10:48- 11:18   

	5
	12:19 – 1:11        
	5
	11:19 – 11:56         

	6
	1:13 – 2:05           
	6
	11:58 – 12:35         


Attendance

Each student is required to attend school on a daily basis.  Student attendance is one of the keys to academic performance and success.  If a student is, absent for a valid reason, he or she must provide an excuse, phone call to the school office or a written signed note from a parent or guardian and/or a physician if applicable.  Non-attendance will result in a referral to the Student Attendance Review Board (SARB), referral to the Probation Department with a recommendation for transfer to the Kern County Community School system, and/or referral to the Kern County Department of Human Services (CPS).   Students that are truant with three or more unexcused absences will be subject to possible disciplinary action.

Students who are late/tardy to school and/or class one to two times will receive a warning.  On the third tardy students will receive a warning and a phone call home.  Office action, which may include referral to SARB, suspension and/or loss of social activities may result for repeated tardiness.  The Rare Earth campus is small, and therefore, there is no excuse to be tardy.  
The starting time at Rare Earth is 8:00 a.m.  Students need to be at school and prepared to work at 8:00 a.m.  Tardies should be minimal for this time period.
Students, who have perfect attendance and maintain a high percentage of attendance, will be recognized and rewarded at school assemblies.
Transportation

Transportation to/from Rare Earth High School is the responsibility of the parents/guardians.  The Southern Kern Unified School District does not provide transportation for Rare Earth High School students.  The Kern County Regional Transit System may be able to assist parents with transportation.  They can be reached at (661)-862-8648.
Closed Campus

Rare Earth High School is a closed campus.  This means that all students are expected to remain on campus once they arrive at school.  If a student needs to leave early, he/she must check out through the office prior to leaving campus.  Parent/guardian permission is required for a student under the age of 18 to leave campus early.  Identification is required to be shown to the office personnel before the student will be released.
Graduation Requirements

In order to graduate, students must earn a minimum of 230 credits. 

Subject




Credits required

State Required Health




5

English






40

Physical Science





10

Biological Science





10

Fine Arts/For. Lang.




10

Government





5

Economics





5

World History





10

U.S. History





10

Success/Geography





5

Mathematics





30

PE






20

Vocational





10

General Electives





60

Total






230
Transfers
Transfer to Rosamond High School is possible.  There must be a meeting between the principals of each site, student, and parent/guardian.  At this meeting, student work, attendance, and behavior will be considered.  Transfers will occur only during the first two weeks of a new semester. (Please refer to Requirement/Guidelines document at end of handbook).
Basic Rules of Conduct

It is the school’s obligation to provide a safe and effective environment for the learning process.  Therefore, we require a standard of behavior from all students.

· Each student has the right to learn.

· Each teacher has the right to teach.

· Students, staff, and parents/guardians have the responsibility to support each other.

The following is acceptable behavior and is expected of all students in the Southern Kern Unified School District:

· Respect the dignity, welfare and material goods of all.

· Accept direction and cooperate with the principal, teachers, and all other staff members.

· Complete all assignments to the best of your ability.

· Use acceptable behavior and language.

· Attend school regularly and be on time.

· Come to school prepared to learn.

· Comply with all classroom and campus rules.

· Help keep the grounds and facilities clean and free of debris.

· Be a good citizen:   Treat others, as you want to be treated.

Classroom Behavior
School district personnel are obligated to keep the school free from disruptive behavior.  Teachers will inform parents and students of academic and behavioral expectations for their classrooms.

1. Teachers will handle classroom misbehavior as stated in their classroom rules.

2. Teachers will counsel students about behavior and contact parents.  Parents shall be held responsible for the willful misbehavior of their children as indicated by Section 1714.1 of the Civil Code and Education Code 48904.

3. Teachers will refer students to the office if inappropriate behavior continues after the steps 1 & 2 have been completed.

Teachers will post their individual classroom rules, which will include:

1. Expected student academic and social behavior.

2. No food or drink (except a water bottle) will be allowed in the classrooms.

When a student violates the teacher’s discipline system and/or violates a school rule(s), he/she will move to the school wide discipline system.  He/she will receive a referral.  The student will then meet with the Principal or designee concerning the rules violation.  The parent/guardian will be notified to become an active member to help solve the student’s behavior issue.

School Discipline Procedures

Rare Earth High School discipline procedures will follow the Southern Kern Unified School District’s Code of Conduct, Student Dress Code, and Property/Electronic Device Guidelines.  The Southern Kern Unified School District Code of Conduct, Student Dress Code, and Property/Electronic Device Guidelines are attached for your review.  

SOUTHERN KERN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
STUDENT DRESS CODE

Dressing for Success is the expectation for Southern Kern Unified School District students.  Our student dress code emphasizes good grooming and appropriate dress.  Southern Kern focuses on learning.  Studies indicate dressing for success leads to improved grades and/or achievement. Students’ self-expression does not exceed the limits of good taste.  

Administration reserves the right to modify the dress code as needed.  Students are expected to follow the dress code.  Failure to do so will result in disciplinary action up to and including suspension.  In the event the student cannot remove a piece of inappropriate clothing, the parent will be contacted to bring other clothes to school for their child.  The dress code will be enforced while the student is on any campus in our district, during field trips, and while at before/after school activities, including athletic events.

General Guidelines
Student dress shall not disrupt the educational process.  This includes student dress that is hostile to or constitutes a threat to the health, safety, or welfare of themselves or others. Clothing shall be recently laundered and mended as to resemble its original appearance.  Appropriate personal hygiene is expected of all students.  If conflict arises regarding appropriateness of student dress, site administration shall be the final decision maker.

Students will not wear clothes or other articles that:

· Are obscene, sexually explicit, or satanic

· Suggest sexually related gestures, obscene and/or offensive gestures, pictures or wording

· Promote violence, the use/abuse of drugs, tobacco, or alcohol

· Represent gangs, racist groups, and/or groups on campus not officially sanctioned  by the school district

· Are associated with youth gangs or adverse groups.

· Pose a threat to the physical and/or emotional well-being and safety of the student or others on campus or at school sponsored activities.
Hats and Headgear

Only Southern Kern Unified School District school-sponsored headgear is allowed in grades K-12. Hats/visors must not have any extra writing on the outside or inside.  Students will not wear headgear inside Southern Kern buildings and/or during school sponsored activities.  Hats/visors, etc. are to be worn brim forward at all times.  Bandanas, wave caps, head/hair wraps are not allowed.  Only school-sponsored or colored beanies are allowed.

Shirts and Blouses

Clothing that is excessively revealing, tight, or loose is unacceptable. No low cut tops, tank tops, leotards, bodysuits, spandex, spaghetti straps, see through blouses, bare midriffs, strapless/tube tops or backless garments. All shoulder straps must be at least a 2-inch strap in width. Clothing should not provoke violence, the use/abuse of drugs, tobacco, and alcohol; contain sexually inappropriate images, offensive gestures, pictures, or wording. Undergarments should not show below, above, or through clothing. Only Rosamond community (youth sports, AYSO, etc.) or school sponsored jersey are allowed. Shirts and blouses must be long enough to cover the torso while standing or in the sitting position.

Pants, Shorts, and Skirts

Pants and shorts must fit at the waist, and should not be able to fall if the belt is removed or when the student walks or runs. No oversized or baggy pants or shorts are allowed. Pants and shorts must cover undergarments when sitting, standing, or bending. All pants, shorts, and skirts shall have evenly sewn hem, and be free of holes and cuts. Slits are allowed. Leggings may not be worn under jeans or shorts.

See through, ripped, sheer leggings are not allowed. Belts must remain inside the pant loops at all times and the length must not hang down in the front of the pants. Hemlines and slits on dresses, skirts, and shorts above mid-thigh are unacceptable. Length cannot be shorter than the tip of the fingers when arms are placed straight at the sides of the body. Chains, cords, ropes and other items that could be used as weapons (including chained wallets) are not allowed.

Footwear

Shoes will be worn at all times and shall not be removed. Unsafe footwear or disruptive footwear may not be worn to school. This includes flip-flops, backless sandals, steel-toed combat boots, slippers, shoes with wheels, slides, etc. Tennis shoes are required for P.E. Sandals must have a strap on the heel.

Accessories

Hair must be of a natural color. Spiked hair, Mohawks, sprayed painted hair and unnatural hair coloring are not permissible at school. Ear lobes may be adorned with jewelry, provided they are not excessively long. If spikes or gages are worn, they are to be made of flexible plastic, and may not exceed ½ inch in length in the back or front of the ear. Earrings should not hang more than 1 inch from the bottom of the earlobe. Piercings such as nose, chins, eyebrows, lips, cheeks, earplugs and tongues are not permitted. Any body piercing that presents a safety issue or major distraction will not be allowed. Jewelry that is suggestive or promotes the use of controlled or illegal substances is not allowed.

Additional Guidelines

Graffiti on a student’s clothes, body, notebook, or school assignments is not permitted.  If assignments are turned in with gang-style writing or with graffiti on them, they may be returned to the student with no grade until they are completed with an appropriate style of writing.  Socks must not cover the calf of the leg when worn in combination with shorts that extend below the knee.  Pants cannot be worn with one leg up and one leg down.

Excessive color identities worn in the color of red and/or purple, blue and/or green, black and/or gray, or orange (in combination with other gang attire) are prohibited.  Bandanas, red or blue belts, red or blue shoelaces, or rags that commonly signify gang identity by style or color are prohibited.  Clothing or articles of clothing (including, but not limited to gloves, bandannas, shoestrings, wristbands, jewelry) that are likely to provoke others to acts of violence or which are likely to cause others to be intimidated by fear of violence may not be worn on campus or at any school activity.

The Southern Kern Unified School District and its schools reserve the right to update and revise the dress code as needed throughout the year to adapt to changing styles/fads or dress-related issues.  Prior notice will be provided prior to any changes.

SOUTHERN KERN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

PROPERTY/ELECTRONIC DEVICES REGULATIONS

Student Property

Backpacks, folders, purses etc., which display or are obscene (pictures/words), sexually suggestive or promote the use of an illegal activity (drugs, tobacco, alcohol, gangs) are not allowed at school.

School Liability

The Southern Kern Unified School District does not carry liability insurance for damage or vandalism to and loss of personal possessions that are brought to the school grounds.  This applies to vehicles and their contents.  This also applies to attendance at athletic events, school functions, and business during the school day.  The district provides reasonable security measures for school-related functions.

Electronic Device

Use of electronic devices is not permitted at school (E.C. 48901).  Cell phone use in the classroom is NOT PERMITTED. No device may be played aloud at any time on campus.    The 1st offense will cause the device to be confiscated and returned to student at the end of the school day; 2nd offense will be confiscation and return of device to parent only; 3rd offense will be confiscation, return of item to parent only and a parent conference will be scheduled.  
Student possession of cellular phones and other electronic devices on school campuses, at school-sponsored activities, and while under the supervision and control of school district employees is permitted under the circumstances described below:

Written parent/guardian permission must be on file in school office, giving student permission to carry the electronic device.

Students may use these devices prior to entering campus and after school ends.

These devices must be kept out of sight and turned off during the instructional program.  Students may not use electronic devices on the bus.  Unauthorized use of such devices disrupts the instructional program, distracts from the learning environment, and distracts from orderly behavior on the bus.  Therefore, unauthorized use is grounds for confiscation of the device by school officials, including classroom teachers.  Repeated unauthorized use of such devices will lead to disciplinary action.

No picture taking using cell phones during school hours is allowed.  Phones used to take pictures may be confiscated and parent will be called.  
RARE EARTH HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENT HANDBOOK
2020-2021
***Please return this signed page to the Alternative Education office.

We the parents/guardians of _____________________________, enrolled at Rare Earth High School, have received and reviewed the Student handbook, including the District Code of Conduct, Student Dress Code and the Property/Electronic Devices regulations.

We understand that written parent/guardian permission must be on file in the school office giving the student permission to carry an electronic signaling device.  We also understand that the electronic signaling device must be kept out of sight and turned off during the instructional program.

Print Parent/guardian name: _____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________ 

Date: ______________________

PERMISSION SLIP FOR ELECTRONIC DEVICES 2020-2021
***Please return this signed page to the Alternative Education office.

Student possession of cellular phones on school campuses, at school-sponsored activities, and while under the supervision and control of school district employees is permitted under the circumstances described below.

· Written parent/guardian permission must be on file in the school office giving the student permission to carry the cell phone/pager.

· Students may use these devices off school district property prior to entering and/or leaving campus.

· Devices must be kept out of sight and turned off during the instructional program.  Students may not use the devices while riding a district vehicle.  

· Cell phones with cameras are not permitted on school grounds during the school day.

· Students who violate these rules may have the device confiscated.  Repeated unauthorized use of such devices may lead to disciplinary action.

My student, ___________________________________, has my permission to carry the following electronic device.

Brand of cell phone: _________________________________________

Cell Phone number: _____________________________________________

We have read and reviewed the rules and regulations and understand the consequences the student may incur for violating these rules.

_____________________________

_________________________

Parent/Guardian Name      (Print)

Parent/Guardian Signature

_____________________________

Parent Email






____________________________________

Date


