Observation 1
George was observed on 10/21/15 by Shannon Hart, School Psychologist.  This observation focused on George’s classroom functioning, social interaction, social communication, play, and behaviors.  The observation took place at Anna’s Bananas daycare.  During this observation there were 20 children (all ages 3 and 4) and 2 adults present.  George was observed during arrival, a group presentation on dental health given by a dental hygienist, snack time, outside time, and transitions.  

Classroom functioning: George arrived to school and separated easily from his mother.  He found the area to hang up his backpack with assistance.  He readily joined the group and began to pay attention to the presentation on dental health.  George’s attention and on-task behavior was similar to or better than same-age peers, as he was on-task or listening attentively more than 90% of the time.  George was able to transition well between activities.  He did not always follow teacher directions immediately, but appeared to watch peers and do the same thing that peers were doing (e.g., sit at the table, line up at the door).  George independently completed the snack routine by dumping out his juice, throwing away his garbage, and stacking his cup without any prompting or assistance.

Social interaction: During this observation, one or more peers approached George on 6 occasions.  George showed no response on 6/6 occasions.  He did not make eye contact or respond verbally to peers attempting to interact with him.  He did smile in response to the observer smiling at him on one occasion.  George was also observed to be very attentive to interactions and activities going on around him.  He intently watched the faces and actions of peers.  However, George did not initiate any interactions with peers or adults in the classroom during this observation.  There were three instances in which peers were bothering George by poking at his face, touching his hair, and taking a toy away from him.  George did not protest or respond verbally to being bothered by peers. 

Social communication: No vocalizations were observed during this observation.  George did not use gestures or facial expressions in order to communicate nonverbally.  He was slow to follow verbal directions, but followed directions by watching peers and imitating.  

Play: George played by himself (climbing, bouncing a ball, running) when outside on play equipment.  In the classroom, George was observed to explore a stuffed toy that the dental hygienist had brought by shaking it.  He played functionally with a toy train by rolling it and cranking a handle on the train set.  No interactive or pretend play was observed.

Behaviors: George was well-mannered in the classroom and did not present with any challenging behaviors.  Possible sensory behaviors were observed throughout the observation, including frequently placing his fingers in his mouth, rubbing the table, and pulling at his ears.  He also watched the wheels of a train by lying down on the floor and rolling the train back and forth in front of his eyes.

Summary: Overall, George was able to function independently in the classroom at a level that was similar to same-age peers.  He demonstrated limited social overtures, social responses, and social communication during this observation.  He was observed to engage in limited functional play with toys.  No challenging behaviors were noted, but possible sensory behaviors were present.







Observation 2
Josh was observed in his ECSE classroom by Shannon Hart, School Psychologist.  During this observation, there were 7 students, 1 teacher, and 2 paraprofessionals present.  This observation focused on Josh’s classroom functioning, social interactions, social communication, and behaviors/interests.  Josh was observed throughout several classroom activities, including gym time, snack, play time, transitions from one classroom to the next, and transitions within the classroom.

Classroom functioning: Overall, Josh was able to function well within this small group setting with occasional verbal and physical prompting from adults to participate in activities, follow directions and complete transitions.  Josh appeared to enjoy classroom activities and expressed pleasure at the anticipation of activities (e.g. “Gym is next!” or “Go play!”).  During gym time, Josh followed one-step directions independently.  He was less consistent with following two-step directions, and at times needed reminders to complete the second step.  For example, he was instructed to “Bring me your circle and go stand by Beth”.  He brought the teacher the circle, but then wandered away from the group and needed to be physically prompted as to where to go stand.  Josh was generally compliant during this observation and participated in the requested activities.  At times, Josh was distracted by other students or by looking at things around the room instead of paying attention to the center of activity.  However, he was quickly brought back to the activity with a verbal reminder.  Throughout this observation, he required more than 10 reminders to pay attention to the task.  His overall activity level was appropriate for his age.  When asked to transition from one activity to the next, Josh was able to transition successfully, again with occasional reminders to follow along with the class.  Throughout this observation he responded well when asked to stop an activity and move on to something different.  Josh took care of his personal needs independently, such as washing his hands and cleaning up after himself at snack without extra prompts.

Social Interaction/Social communication: Josh appeared to enjoy the activities of the classroom, as he participated willingly and showed pleasure by smiling and laughing during activities.  However, Josh’s enjoyment was not directly shared with others by directing smiles, comments, or eye contact toward others during activities.  He did not use his enjoyment of activities as a means to interact with other children or adults in the classroom.  For example, while riding on a scooter in the gym, the other children in the class were laughing, smiling, and watching each other.  Josh was focused on his own scooter and did not engage with other students while he was riding the scooter.  Throughout this observation, Josh did not initiate interaction with other students in the classroom.  He made comments about activities, but these comments were not clearly directed to any particular individual.  For example he said, “Joshy going back upstairs” when transitioning back to the classroom.  However, there was no one near him when he said this, and he was not looking at any particular individual.  He did, however, direct comments to adults in order to get his needs met.  For example, at snack time Josh raised his hand and said, “I want cereal”.  At times, he was observed to watch other children. 

Josh’s social interaction improved markedly when the observer directly interacted with him and helped to structure the interaction.  The observer joined Josh during play time and provided social prompts and modeling.  With adult structure, Josh was able to engage in reciprocal interactions, such as having a basic conversation about what he was doing.  He commented on his play and provided answers to questions.  However, when adult structure was not imposed on his interactions, he chose to play by himself and did not seek interactions with other students.  

Behavior/interests: Throughout this observation, Josh demonstrated appropriate interests that were related to the classroom activities.  He did not become ‘stuck’ on any particular topics or activities.  He did not demonstrate unusual sensory interests or repetitive behaviors.  During play time, Josh chose to play in the kitchen area, which is the area that staff members say he plays in every day.  He began playing by opening and closing all doors in the play kitchen.  When the observer joined Josh’s play, he gladly welcomed her participation.  He was creative in his play scheme and was able to build upon play suggestions of the observer.  He used play objects imaginatively, such as pretending that plastic shapes were salt and pepper.  He involved the observer in his play by responding to suggestions.  He commented on his play, such as saying, “Joshie have to cook” or “See it?  It’s a kitchen!”.  Once again, however, when the observer removed herself from the play setting, he did not involve other children in his play.  He continued to play imaginatively, but did not initiate interaction with others during this time. 
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