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Tecumseh Music Department Philosophy

The Music Department of Lafayette Tecumseh Junior High School believes that all students be given the opportunity to experience music in as many forms as possible.  Learning about and experiencing music is a life-long activity.  We lay the very important groundwork for our students' aesthetic future and we help insure that the arts continue to be at the center of human experience.


Band Goals

Every Tecumseh band member will try to play better, learn more and be a better person every day.


















I.	Introduction.

Dear Parents:

Welcome to another school year and welcome to the band program at Lafayette Tecumseh Junior High School.  We have just completed a very successful summer program and are ready for an excellent year.

The "Tecumseh Band Handbook 2017-2018" was written primarily for YOU, to let you know how the program will operate this year.  It is very important that each student and parent is aware of their responsibilities as outlined in this handbook.  Band is a team activity and this team is counting on every member to do his/her best to make it work.   I have discussed the contents of this handbook along with the changes with your children in class.  I urge you to write down the performance dates for your child TODAY, as they are critical to your child's success in the band program.

In your planning for the year, please be aware of the concert schedule when arranging for braces and other dental work.  Most students will need at least two weeks to adjust to braces.  It is unfair to your child and the members of his/her band if they cannot perform due to dental problems that could have been avoided.    

Please review the Tecumseh Band Handbook 2017-2018 with them and then return the accompanying form by the date indicated.  Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions about its contents.
      
If at any time you think that a schedule change may be needed, please talk to me right away.  Our guidance office will not generally take a student out of band unless you have talked with me.  Often, problems that look to be major ones to a student can be easily handled if I am made aware of them before important decisions are made.

I am excited about the coming school year.   Thank you for your continued support for your children and Lafayette Tecumseh Junior High School.

Sincerely,


Jeffrey T. Parthun, Sr.
Director of Bands
772-4750 x 2129
jparthun@lsc.k12.in.us








II.	Grading Policy.

Student grades are based on a combination of classroom work/daily attendance, practice records, performance on tests/quizzes, attitude/citizenship and attendance at required concerts.  Grades are based on the following formula:

	15%	Citizenship/Classroom Work
	20%	Practice Records
	25%	Performances
	40%	Playing Ability/Musical Knowledge/Tests/Quizzes

Letter grades follow the following formula:

	A=	100%-90%
	B=	89%-80%
	C=	79%-70%
	D=	69%-60
	F=	below 60%


Citizenship/Classroom Work (15%)

Students will earn credit for displaying a positive attitude toward their band involvement and demonstrating proper respect for their fellow students.  Specifically, this includes the following conditions:
	
	1.	Students are on time to class;
	2.	Students have all needed materials and equipment (see Materials);
	3.	Students follow classroom rules.
	

Practice Records (20%)

All students are required to keep a daily log of their practice time outside of the school day.  Daily practice for band is the same as doing daily homework in math or science.  The system works on the "Honor Code."  Students are expected to be truthful when recording the amount of time spent on their private practice and parents are expected to be truthful when they sign and verify each practice record.  Students are encouraged to practice every day.  The number of times per week that you practice is more important than the number of minutes that you spend practicing.  Practicing a little every day is much better than practicing a lot only once a week.  The practice time for any given day should be at least 15 minutes long to be counted.  

To receive full credit a practice record must be signed by an parent/guardian and each student is to complete the written questions on the practice record.  

Students earn a practice grade based on the total number of minutes during the week.

	A=90+ minutes/week
	B=80+ minutes/week
	C=70+ minutes/week
	D=60+ minutes/week
	F=less than 60 minutes/week
Students who take private lessons will be allowed to add the time it takes for the lesson to their weekly practice total (if a student takes a 30 minute lesson every week, he/she may add 30 minutes to their practice total) and/or count the lesson as a practice day.

Practice records are due on the first school day of the week and will NOT be accepted after WEDNESDAY of that week.  Students with extended absences will be allowed to turn practice records in within the week of their return.

Extra credit is available and awards will be given to students who demonstrate special dedication to their practice times.  

Performances (25%)

Students will earn full credit for a performance by being on time, appropriately dressed and behaving as expected by the director.  An unexcused absence will result in no credit being earned for the performance.

Performing in concerts and contests is very important for young musicians.  They work hard and look forward to sharing their newly acquired skills with their family and friends.  Performances need to be a priority with our students and attendance at a child's concert needs to be a priority for parents.  Please take note of the performances that your child will be involved in (see Schedule of Events) and transfer those dates to your work, family and personal calendars.  It is the responsibility of each parent and student to arrange for transportation to and from each performance even if the parent is not able to attend.

We all realize that special circumstances will arise that will not allow a student to participate in a performance.  Please call before we have a problem.  If a student is absent from a performance it is the responsibility of that child’s parent to contact the director directly.  Do not just send a note.

As a reference for you, the following types of absences have been considered unexcused in past years.  This list is NOT comprehensive.

-athletic practices or games NOT affiliated with Tecumseh
-parties or family social events
-no transportation to or from an event (emergency situations are examined one at a time but parents and students are expected to find a ride in advance [this includes public transportation] or talk to the band director to help find a ride)
-“I forgot.”  “My parents didn’t remind me.”
-“sudden” illness after attending school all day (MUST be verified)
-vacation (usually if the vacation was arranged AFTER the calendar was published and not cleared through the school)
-sibling event
-orthodontic procedures (these should be avoided at least 2 weeks prior to a performance)
-ordinary church service


The following situations have been found to be excused on an individual basis if given enough notice:

-family death
-certain religious situations
-legitimate illness

Playing Ability/Musical Knowledge/Tests/Quizzes (40%)

All playing assignments, quizzes (written, oral or playing) and tests as well as subjective daily evaluations go into this category.  Grades in this category can be given by the band director and any additional staff members that work with the students (high school directors, clinicians, other Tecumseh music staff, etc.).  It is important that students are prepared for every rehearsal.  Students make an impression on the director every time they play their instrument in class.

III.	Classroom Procedures.

Important words to remember when using the band room are common sense, respect, neatness and courtesy.  We enter the band room orderly and quietly, set-up music stands, music and, finally, put our instruments together.  We only talk when necessary.  Phones are NOT to be with you during rehearsals.  We always leave the room in as good or better condition than when we found it.

The music office, repair room, practice room and storage room are to be entered only with the permission of the band director.  Percussionists are the only students allowed to play the percussion instruments.

Due to the amount of expensive computer equipment in the front of the classroom, students are asked to NOT walk behind the conductor’s podium.  The sound system and video equipment in the band room is not to be used by students.  

There will be no food, gum or soft drinks in the band room. 

Tardy Policy

Students are expected to be at their band locker when the tone sounds.  Simply being in the room is not good enough for junior high school students.  In order to make this happen, students are encouraged to NOT STOP at their locker BEFORE band.  Students will be given ample time to arrange themselves and put their phones away before the rehearsal begins.  Students must be ready to play when warm-ups begin or will be marked tardy.  

Students who are tardy to class without a pass are subject to the school discipline system.   

Points are deducted from the citizenship grade when a student is tardy.
Citizenship

Students are expected to behave politely and courteously at all times during music activities.  Students who act in a manner that detracts from other students being able to learn will not be tolerated.  Students who choose to behave in a disruptive manner will lose citizenship points and be subject to detentions, in-school suspensions, phone calls to their parents and any other steps considered necessary to resolve the problem.  

Students will behave in a manner decided upon by the band director.

Instrument Storage

Most students will be assigned a locker in the band room to store their instruments during the school day.  Students will observe the following guideline for instrument locker use:
1.  Your instrument is the only item allowed in your band locker.  Music and folders must go in the music slots.  
	2.  Books are not allowed in your locker other than during band class.
	3.  No decorations of any kind are allowed in your band locker.
4.  Locker doors are to be kept closed and latched at all times.  
5.  Locks will be issued and used on all band lockers.  Any lock other than the one issued will be removed.
6.  Depending on band locker availability, some instrumentalists may be asked to store their equipment in their school hallway locker.
7.  Lost locks will be replaced with a $10 fee (see Fees). 

It is expected that the majority of students take their instruments home every day.  Tuba, baritone, horn, baritone/tenor saxophone, trombone and bassoon players may leave their instruments at school if they have an additional instrument at home for practice.  Students who are involved in athletics and other after school activities should take their instruments from the band room either before or after their activity.  The band room is open past 6:00pm every evening.  The director will explain this in more detail in class.

Personal instruments must be removed at the end of each school year as specified by the director.  Instruments left longer than one month will be assessed a fee of $2/month for instrument storage.  Instruments left longer than two years will be considered abandoned.


Field Trips

Students MUST turn in signed medical and permission forms before they are allowed to travel with the Tecumseh Bands.  Each student should turn in the packet of forms at the start of the school year.  The director will determine criteria for students to be eligible for field trips.















IV.	Schedule of Events.

Attendance at performances is crucial to the band’s success.  The events marked * are mandatory for the grades listed except for Recital Class.  # means only required for percussionists.  % means jazz band.  ^ means Recital Class

Date		  Time	                    Location	                  Occasion	               Grades
*Sep.22, 2017       3:30-10:00pm	Scheumann Field		8th Grade Night			8

*Oct. 6, 2017	Evening TBA	Tecumseh Gym		Fall Music Fest			7, 8

Nov. 11-12, 2017	All Day TBA	TBA			All-Region Festival    	 	Select 7, 8

*^Dec. 13, 2017	6:00pm		Jefferson Theatre	Holiday Band Concert	  		7, 8, 

Jan. 11-13, 2018	All Day TBA	Ft. Wayne		Junior All-State        		Select

^Feb. 3, 2018	All Day TBA       Harrison High School	Solo/Ensemble Contest 		RC, Select 7, 8
Feb. 24, 2018	TBA		TBA			State Solo/Ens Contest 		Select

*Mar. 16, 2018	Evening		McCutcheon HS		Band Contest	  		7 (possible 8)
*Mar. 17, 2018	AM/early PM	McCutcheon HS		Band Contest	  		8

#April 23, 2018	7:00pm		Jefferson Band Rm	LSC Perc Fest            		Select 7, 8
April 28, 2018	7:00pm		Jefferson Theatre		Pow-Wow	                 	Select
%April 30, 2018	7:00pm		Sunnyside Auditorium	LSC Jazz Fest			Select 7, 8

*^May 10, 2018	7:00pm		Tecumseh Gym		Band Awards 	  		7, 8

Additional Jazz Band performances may be announced to those students selected for the band.  Field trips will be announced as they occur.

Additional performances may be added with adequate notice given to parents.	




















V.	Materials.

All students are required to bring necessary materials to class.  Due to health considerations, students will generally not be allowed to borrow a mouthpiece.  Students who are allowed to play on a classroom instrument during class MUST be responsible and bring their mouthpiece to class for EVERY rehearsal.  Students who do not bring proper materials to class will lose Citizenship points.

7th Grade
1. 	Sharpened pencil.
2.	A band notebook to write assignments and their Surface (when needed).
3.	Musical instrument in good working order.  Clarinet and saxophone students should ALWAYS have 3 good reeds in their case.  Oboe and bassoon players should ALWAYS have 2 good reeds in their case.  Baritone, tuba and horn players need to bring their mouthpiece to class.  All students should have a supply of grease and oil (depending on the instrument) and BRING IT TO CLASS EVERY DAY.   Percussionists will have appropriate sticks and mallets.  Students with school instruments will be expected to maintain those instruments.
4.	The band method book.  You are responsible for replacing this book if it is lost.  
5.	Any handouts or supplemental materials distributed during class including the practice record.
8th Grade
1. 	Sharpened pencil.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	A band notebook to write assignments and their Surface (when needed)..
3.	Musical instrument in good working order.  Clarinet and saxophone students should ALWAYS have 3 good reeds in their case.  Oboe and bassoon players should ALWAYS have 2 good reeds in their case.  Baritone, tuba and horn players need to bring their mouthpiece to class.  All students should have a supply of grease and oil (depending on the instrument) and BRING IT TO CLASS EVERY DAY.   Percussionists will have appropriate sticks and mallets.  Students with school instruments will be expected to maintain those instruments.
4.	The band method book.  You are responsible for replacing this book if it is lost.
5.	Any handouts or supplemental materials distributed during class including the practice record.

If at all possible, students should have a wire music stand and a metronome/tuner to use at home.  Students will find them helpful when practicing.  Through your Surface, students will be asked download the apps that will help them in class.  Supplemental materials (solos, etc.) may need to be purchased throughout the year.  

For music supplies locally contact Quinlan & Fabish, 1301 Sagamore Pkwy, 765-543-0515.  Quinlan & Fabish makes weekly deliveries to Tecumseh.   

For general supplies and repair of Paige’s instruments, contact Paige’s Music, 1-800-382-1099, www.paigesmusic.com.  Paige’s Music makes weekly deliveries to Tecumseh.  

Local repairs are available at Brent’s Bench, 229 S. 4th St., 765-742-742


Concert Dress

All Tecumseh Music Department students wear the same uniform for formal performances throughout the year.  The uniform consists of a Tecumseh Music Department shirt and black slacks/pants.  Music shirts will cost $23 this year.  Orders will be taken at school.  Shirts will also be available at “The Athlete” immediately prior to our first performance.  We encourage, but do not require, students to wear dark shoes for performances.  

Missing Music 

Students will have all of their music at every rehearsal.  Students should see the director before or after school for replacement parts.  

VI.	Fees.

School Instruments

A limited number of instruments may be available for rental from the Lafayette School Corporation.  These instruments are primarily specialty instruments that are too expensive to rent through other agencies.  Rental agreements must be signed and returned with payment (or arrangements made with the band director) before instruments may be used.  The band director will supply rental information.  Students will provide their own mouthpiece, reeds and accessories.

Horn, baritone and tuba students are expected to maintain the instruments that they use during school.  Hands are to be washed before the instrument is played, valves are to be oiled, slides are to be greased and the outside of the instrument is to be cleaned.  These players may be asked to stay after school periodically to thoroughly clean their instrument.  There are many instruments and mallets owned by the band that are used by our percussionists.  Students will maintain school-owned percussion equipment as if it were their own.  

Students may be assessed a charge for equipment that is damaged due to improper use during the school year.  

Percussionists should periodically purchase additional mallets to add to their collections.  

Locks and Instrument Storage

All locks must be returned when requested by the director.  A fee of $10 will be assessed for locks that are lost, not returned or damaged.  Students will be assessed a fee for long-term instrument storage (see Classroom Procedures).  There is NO FEE for the use of band lockers.

Emergency Supplies

A small supply of reeds, grease, etc. is available in the music office on a cash basis.  These should only be purchased through the school in emergency situations.  Students should always be prepared and have extra reeds available.  Emergency supplies will be available for purchase BEFORE SCHOOL . . . not during class.

Solo/Ensemble Contest

Students who are involved in solo/ensemble contest will pay an entry fee of $15.00 for a solo and $7.00 for an ensemble.  They may also be asked to purchase solo music and pay for an accompanist

More details will follow about solo/ensemble contest.

Concert Dress

Students will be responsible for their music shirt and black pants.

All-Region Honor Band
Students selected for the All-Region Honor Band will pay a $35 fee.

Junior All-State
Students are selected by audition and pay an audition fee.  Once selected, All-State Band members arrange for their own transportation and pay a participation fee.

VII.	Jazz Band and Extra Curriculars.

We believe that all extra-curricular activities that are offered at Tecumseh are beneficial to a segment of our student body.  They allow students to excel in areas that are not normally studied during the school day.  If a student is interested in an activity and realistically feels that they have the time to devote to the activity, then EVERY practice or meeting of that group is important.  

If you make the commitment to join any of the Tecumseh Band extra-curricular groups you are expected to be at all practices.  This means that if you appear to have a schedule conflict on any given day, you will share your time with the other activity.  We would rather have you at half of a rehearsal than to miss completely.
  
The Tecumseh Jazz Band is an extra-curricular musical group that, when offered, rehearses on a regular basis and performs throughout the year.  Jazz Band members are often asked to perform for the annual Tecumseh Pow-Wow.  Membership is generally open to all 7th and 8th grade instrumentalists, though this may change yearly.  Students may be required to audition to be in the Jazz Band.  Students may be dismissed from Jazz Band if (1) they become a discipline problem; (2) if they are absent UNEXCUSED for two consecutive rehearsals; (3) if they are absent UNEXCUSED from 5 rehearsals throughout the year.  The Jazz Band rehearsal schedule will be determined later but is traditionally after school one or two days per week.

The Tecumseh Pow Wow is a concert sponsored by the Music Department.  There will be a Pow Wow Pit Band to perform as part of this production.  Membership in this group is select and rehearsals are very intensive during the month of April.  A student’s performance grade may be affected if obligations are missed.

Selected students are nominated every year for the All-Region Honor Band.  If a student is selected to be a part of this group, they are required to pay a small participation fee, spend a weekend in preparation for a concert and provide transportation to the event.  A student’s performance grade may be affected if obligations are missed.

Any student nominated for the All-Region Honor Band is eligible to audition for the Junior All-State Band.  More details will follow.

Every year Tecumseh band students will be involved in a Solo/Ensemble Contest sponsored by the Indiana State School Music Association (ISSMA).  This is an opportunity for our students to perform alone (solo) or in a group (ensemble) for a professional musician/judge.  This type of musical activity is very beneficial for growing musicians.  We encourage ALL band members to participate in this event.  A student’s performance grade may be affected if obligations are missed.  This is a required event for the Recital Class.

Additional groups may be offered throughout the year.

VIII.  	Student Awards

Band members earn awards for their performance in a number of areas.  Students may earn medals for their participation in the annual Solo/Ensemble contest and the annual Band Contest.  Students may earn awards for private practicing.  Students may earn Gold Key and Silver Key awards for fulfilling strenuous playing requirements.

IX.	Private Teachers.

Tecumseh Junior High has an excellent history of providing its students with many opportunities for growth.  With the aid of a good private teacher, your child can get more out of playing an instrument than Lafayette students have had in many years.  If your child is currently studying with one of our fine local teachers, or you took music lessons when you were a kid . . . THANK YOU!  You already know what I am talking about.  

The following list of people should provide a good starting point when looking for a private teacher.  Some of these teachers are near capacity and take students on a first-come-first-served basis until their schedules are filled.  If you need further information, please give me a call.  There is no better way to encourage, support and further advance the musical education of your child than to give him/her private lessons.

If you are currently working with a teacher who is not on this list, please let the office know so that we may share that information with other students.












Instrument		Teacher			Phone

any woodwind		Beth Purkhiser			471-8177
flute			Celeste Edwards		448-9808
flute			Harriett Coppoc		464-2949
flute			Lissa McKinnis		464-8208
flute			Meg Howlett			414-6531
oboe			Janet Priest			765-296-4102
oboe			Jan Applegate			463-4337
bassoon/oboe		Michelle Hardaway		765-438-2985
clarinet/sax		Stephanie Garner		412-2449
clarinet			Kaitlin Wright			421-7306
clarinet/sax		Sharon Howard		765-583-4178
clarinet			Linda Bennett			463-9843
sax			Kendall Weger		765-430-3416

trumpet		Steve Robinette		448-7870			
trumpet		Bruce Knepper		772-4700 x 2894
trumpet/horn		Marilyn Renner		743-6775
trumpet		Jessica Parthun		765-491-4496
horn			Jason Ausbon			765-418-1952
trombone/baritone	Miranda Culver		574-870-9769
trombone/baritone	Matthew Skiba		765-430-6213
low brass		Lynn Colwell			765-430-2171
low brass		Chuck Kubly			765-413-8995
low brass		Don Isaacs			474-6778
low brass		Ryan Burnette			471-2373
low brass		Aaron Nicholson		812-569-0584
low brass		Bill Kisinger			765-427-2313

percussion		Matt Finger			765-772-4700x2899
percussion		Janine Cochran		430-1389
percussion		Brad Harner			447-0009
percussion		Charlie Hamrick		414-1544
percussion		Mike Dunkle			617-821-9537 
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