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Course Description:
The Symphonic Band is a performance based ensemble open to any student grades 9-12 with prior band experience.  Throughout the length of this course, students will study and perform a wide variety of compositions from various periods and genres (performance grades III-IV).  In addition, students will learn fundamental individual and ensemble playing techniques.  The course involves a variety of performance based activities, including rehearsal, discussion, sight-reading, music theory, and critical listening activities.  Students are expected to participate in multiple concerts throughout the year in addition to District XIV Concert Assessment in the spring. 
Students will – 
Technique
· Demonstrate proper instrument carriage (seated and standing) and correct posture
· Demonstrate correct embouchure formation and characteristic tone production specific to their instrument
· Demonstrate proper breath support and use of diaphragm
· Develop fundamental musicianship through performance of grade appropriate band literature
· Demonstrate fundamental playing techniques such as; individual intonation, articulations (staccato, marcato, slurs, legato, attacks and releases), and dynamic contrast
· Demonstrate the use correct technical skills (fingerings, slide positions, rudiments)
Music Theory
· Perform and understand various time signatures and meter changes
· Recognize various rhythmic patterns through sixteenth notes, dotted rhythms, and associated rests
· Perform and quiz on 10 major scales (5 flat keys, 4 sharp keys, and C)
· Perform and quiz on a one octave chromatic scale 
· Recognize and identify major key signatures, and perform music containing key changes
· Sight read at two levels below prepared performance pieces 
· Develop basic aural skills, in order to develop an internal sense of pitch 
Ensemble Skills
· Recognize and respond to basic conducting patterns and meter changes
· Recognize and respond to various musical elements (cues, style changes, phrase lengths) given by both the composer and conductor
· Demonstrate listening skills on an ensemble level including awareness of a tonal center, intonation, timbre, and balance and blend
· Demonstrate an awareness of the students’ individual/section role in the overall composition
· Demonstrate correct rehearsal/performance etiquette and stage presence
Literature and Composition  
· Perform appropriate grade level music (III-IV)
· Perform music from various cultures, historical periods, and genres
· Demonstrate understanding of the timbre, meter, and phrasing within each musical style
Musical and Listening Analysis 
· Listen to and identify a wide variety of musical styles from various historical periods
· Recognize various musical forms such as; March, Theme and Variation, Fugue, etc.
· Demonstrate the ability assess recordings of self and others 
Tools 
· Demonstrate proper usage of metronome and tuner
· Use various methods of self-recording (digital, video, etc.)
· Explore numerous media outlets for listening resources 
Cooperative Learning Skills
· Understand how music influences our society 
· Appreciate various musical cultures and customs
· Encourage group and individual creation 
· Foster an atmosphere of teamwork and acceptance 
· Expand awareness of careers in music
Cross Curricular Involvement 
· Mathematics: Subdividing various time signatures requires use of fractions, while musical intervals requires use of formulas
· Science: Understanding acoustics and intonation requires understanding of properties of sound and wavelengths 
· Social Studies:  Various musical compositions require understanding of historical context and world cultures
· Language Arts:  Communication by usage of musical terms and phrases
· Foreign Language:  Musical terms incorporate numerous foreign languages  
· Fine Arts: Coordinate and work with drama, visual art, and dance
· Technology: Understand and apply tools of technology to improve upon performance skills
· Career Preparation:  Expand knowledge of numerous musical career paths (educator, performer, technician, etc.) 
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