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Course Description (from FCPS Program of Studies)
Students will follow a beginning course of instruction on the four stringed instruments of an orchestra (violin, viola, cello, and bass).  Each student will choose an instrument based on the student’s desire and the needs of the class in order to attain a balanced instrumentation.
Correct technique and posture will be stressed. Basic concepts of theory and note reading will be introduced. At least two performances will take place during the school year.

Curriculum Overview

Essential Skills/Processes:  Students will – 
String Instrument Techniques
· Choose an appropriate instrument
· Identify, by name, the basic parts of the instrument and demonstrate proper care
· Demonstrate proper playing position – standing and sitting
· Demonstrate proper left arm-wrist-hand positions and right hand position – arco or pizzicato
· Produce a reasonably smooth tone while bowing
· Proper bow placement, weight, angle, and speed
· Incorporate basic articulations
· Adjust pitch while playing
· Shifting for basses

Pitch and Rhythm (Music Theory)
· Basic pitch notation
· Basic rhythm notation
· Identify basic musical terms and symbols
· Read, count, and perform rhythm patterns in basic meters - 4/4, ¾, 2/4 
· Perform one octave scales in D, G, C Major
· Identify notes by letter name and fingering

Expression and Structure
· Respond to basic conducting patterns and gestures – 4/4, ¾, 2/4
· Dynamics
· Maintain a steady beat at various tempos
· Phrasing???  This grade level???
· Articulations

Orchestral Skills and Literature
· Sight read
· Rehearsal and concert etiquette
· Performance of grade appropriate literature
· Monitor individual practice
· Cooperative learning and behavior
· Stage presence 
· Positive critique of performances
· Winter and Spring Concert

Enrichment Activities
· Solo & Ensemble Festival
· Private Lessons (outside of school)
· Field Trips
· Summer Camps
· Guests Artists 
· Fauquier County Fine Arts Festival

Curriculum Connections: 
Career Preparations:  Professional musician, teacher, composer, arranger, production engineering, luthier and instrument repairman.
English/Language Arts:  Musical terms and vocabulary.
Fine Arts:  Coordinate visual and dramatic arts.
Foreign Language:  Musical terms in various languages.
Health and Physical Education:  Aerobic activity is required for performance of musical instrument. 
Mathematics:  Rhythmic counting and various meters (fractions)
Science:  Acoustics and various physical properties of sound.
Social Studies:  Music history in relationship to general historical events.
Technology:  Apply the tools of available technology to the curriculum in order to expand knowledge and foster student exploration. 
Library Services:  Information resources and support services will be maintained for students and staff in print and in a variety of digital formats. Whenever possible, both information and access to support service will be provided in the classroom and computer lab.

· Fauquier County Public Schools: http://www.fcps1.org 
· Fauquier County Public Schools MS Program of Studies: https://www.fcps1.org//cms/lib/VA01918647/Centricity/Domain/193/MS+POS+16-17.pdf 
· VA Standards of Learning: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/fine_arts/2013/music/std_finearts_music.pdf
