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Ecosystems

Part A. Vocabulary Review

Directions: Write the correct term in the spaces provided. Unscramble the boxed letters to spell the term that
answers question 14.

1. a community that has reached a stable
stage of ecological succession

2. the normal, gradual changes that occur e e e e e e e
in the types of species that live in an
area 2. D

3 the portion of the shoreline that is D
covered with water at high tide and T — —
exposed to the air during low tide

4. temperate and tropical regions that
receive between 25 cm and 75 cm of 4. D
precipitation a year and and have climax
communities of grasses 5. ]:]

5. forest with warm temperatures, wet
weather, and lush plant growth

6. forest dominated by climax 6. D
communities of trees that lose their
leaves every autumn - - — l:l

7. large geographic areas that have similar
climates and ecosystems

8. a cold, dry, treeless region, sometimes 7. D —
called a cold desert

9. a cold forest region dominated by 8 D —
cone-bearing evergreen trees
o. [

10. the driest biome, often covered with a
thin, sandy, or gravelly soil, contains I:l
little organic matter . I

11. the area where a river meets an ocean 1 D
contains both freshwater and salt water N EsmEmseesesTaEs =
12. regions that are wet for all or most of 12 D
a year — -
13. ecosystems formed from the calcium 13. . . . o

carbonate shells secreted by animals

14. The first living things to arrive at a primary succession:
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Chapter Review (continued)

Part B. Concept Review
Directions: For each of the following, write either P for pioneer species or C for dlimax community in the lines provided.

1. beech-maple forest

2. lichens

3. mosses and ferns

Directions: For each of the following, write either P for primary succession or S for secondary succession in the
lines provided.

4. erupting volcano

__ 5. abandoned paved parking lot

6. wilderness after a forest fire

Directions: Match the location and wildlife with the correct biomes. Biomes may be used more than once.

— 7. Douglas fir; spruce; black bear; cougar a. taiga
8. eastern United States; Europe b. temperate deciduous
forest

9. kangaroos; wildebeests; cattle
desert
— 10. just south of the tundra biome; cone-bearing

evergreen trees; elk

& oo

. grassland

. L . e. tropical rain forest
_11. near the equator, including in South America p

el

) ) . ) tundra
— 12. white-tailed deer; brightly colored leaves in autumn )

g. temperate rain forest
__ 13. cactus; scorpions; kangaroo rats

_ 14. snowy owls; reindeer; lichens

—15. more biological species than anywhere else in the world

Directions: Answer the following questions on the lines provided.
16. In water environments, what are the most important factors that determine which species
can survive?

17. Name three standing freshwater ecosystems.

18. Why are wetlands important?

19. What causes tides to rise and fall each day?
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