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Date Class

Enrichment

Many animals migrate throughout their lives
in search of food, mates, and suitable climates.
‘When animals are constantly on the move, how
can researchers possibly keep track of them to
learn more about the habits of those creatures?
Researchers do this by tagging. Tagging involves
different types of devices, from bands to darts
to electronic transmitters, that allow researchers
to learn about animal behavior. First, scientists
catch and tag the animals. On the tag they write
the date, location, and various biological
information. Then they release the animals. At a
later date, they must capture the animals again
so that the information on the tag can be
recorded. Animals that are tagged electronically
do not have to be recaptured for researchers to
gain information about them. When propetly
used, tags can tell researchers about where
animals travel, what they eat, how long they live,
and their birth and death rates.

Playing Tag

Tags have been used to track many
different types of animals, including birds,
sharks, sea turtles, and even monarch
butterflies. In each case, the tags must be
suited to the physical size and activities of
the animals. Poorly designed or applied
tags can harm animals, or even cause them
to die, and can fail to give researchers the
information they seek. In the case of birds, leg
bands have been used for around 80 years.

1. Why do researchers tag animals?

Tracking Animals for Research

For sharks, researchers use tags that vary in
size depending on the shark species, but
usually involve a dart or similar object that

is attached to a cord several inches long.
Recently, endangered green sea turtles in the
Gulf of Mexico were equipped with satellite
transmitters. Researchers there hope to dis-
cover information about the migratory move-
ments and other behaviors of the turtles in an
effort to prevent them from becoming extinct.

Stick-on Tags

In working with a more delicate species,

Dr. Fred Urquhart spent 20 years developing
tags suitable for tracking monarch butterflies,
which had disappeared from the Northern
United States and Canada. The tags he designed
were lightweight adhesive wingtags that are just
large enough to carry an identification number
and a mailing address to send information.
With the help of many volunteers, Dr. Urquhart
was able to discern that the monarchs seemed
to be heading for Mexico.

Tagging can be dangerous for animals, and
proper training is required for each project.
Some states have laws that govern or even
prohibit certain types of tagging. Those who
wish to serve as volunteer taggers for a specific
research project should contact the sponsoring
research institution for information and
training on proper tagging for the particular
species and research project.

2. What are some of the different types of tags that are used?

3. Why might tags be harmful to animals?
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