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There is a climactic region on Earth that
covers only 2 percent of its surface yet supports
more than half of its plant and animal life. This
region is the tropical rain forest. Although
different types of rain forests exist in different
climates, tropical rain forests receive four to
eight meters of rain each year and are located
in hot, humid climates near the equator in
Africa, South and Central America, and Asia.

World’s Largest Habitat

The world’s largest habitat of plant and
animal life is the Amazon rain forest in South
America. It spreads across 40 percent of the
total area of Brazil, covering an area of
6,000,000 square kilometers. Millions of
species of plants, insects, birds and other life
forms, including jaguars, manatees, red deer,
and monkeys, live in this region. Many of the
species in the region have never been recorded
or studied. Of those plant species that have
been documented by scientists, many have
proved to be very beneficial to humans.

1. Where are tropical rain forests located?

Tropical Rain Forests

A significant percentage of modern medicines
come from plants that grow in tropical rain
forest regions. Rain forests are also important
because they recycle water, oxygen, and carbon.

Shrinking Forest

The humidity, heat, and heavy rainfall of
the region create lush vegetation. The trees
have broad leaves that form an upper canopy
high above the forest floor. Trees that grow
in the rain forest include species of myrtle,
laurel, palm, rosewood, mahogany, and cedar,
to name just a few. Because of the value of
mahogany and cedar as lumber, the need for
farmland, and the growing population in
Brazil, the Amazon rain forest has shrunk
drastically in recent decades. Since the 1990s
parts of the Amazon rain forest have been
protected from further destruction. In other
parts of the world, the battle between those
who want to protect the rain forest and those
who want to exploit its resources continues.

2. Why do you think rain-forest trees have broad leaves found high above the forest floor?

3. Do you think rain forests should be protected or should they be used for their resources? Explain.

4. Why has the Amazon rain forest shrunk in recent years?
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