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Name Date Class

e iehed Section T = Living Earth
L Section2 = Populations

Directions: Circle the word listed below in the puzzle. Then complete the sentences by writing the words in the

appropriate spaces.
habitat carrying limiting biosphere population
community ecologists size biotic

A HRX ZARYTFWP
CARRY I NGYGA
DBI OSPHERTETC
LI M1 TI NGI FB
HTWCSDEYDS I
Y ASMGFRERRDO
J TSNHJTYTFT
POPULATI I ONI
UHXEULZKS SHDTFZC
COMMUNI TYETC
YWFRPCZHUI D
UULOTYEMHUGH
ECOLOGI 8STSE

1. The part of Earth that supports life is called the

2. are scientists who study the interactions of organisms and

their environments.

3. All the people living in one area make up that area’s

4. All the animals and plants living in an area make up a

5. The desert is a tarantula’s

6. Competition limits a population’s

7. Anything that restricts the number of individuals in a population is a

20

. The highest rate of reproduction for a population is its

factor.

capacity is the largest number of individuals of one
species that an ecosystem can support over time.

potential.
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i eaud Populations

Directions: Answer the following questions on the lines provided.

1. How can competition limit a population’s growth?

2. How can a limiting factor affect a population’s growth?

3. Which has a higher biotic potential, a pumpkin or a peach?

4. If two squirrels live in one square m of a 50 square m park, what is the park’s estimated squirrel
population?

5. What are some factors that might stop a population’s exponential growth?

6. What is carrying capacity?

7. Give an example of how migration affects population size.

8. Is it possible for a population with a high birth rate to decrease in size? Explain.

9. Describe how scientists measure wildlife populations such as rabbits.
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