
Chambersburg Area Middle School North
Life Science 2015-2016
Mrs. Coder, Team 7B, Room 209
lisa.coder@casdonline.org

Welcome to Life Science!

Classroom Expectations:
· Arrive to class on time!  Be seated in your assigned seat and ready to work upon entering the classroom.  Bring all necessary materials: pencil, agenda, folder, interactive notebook, and science textbook (covered).  The interactive notebook should be used to keep class notes and handouts organized and will be graded periodically.

· Respect is expected at all times.  Respect your peers and your teachers.  Do not cause any disruptions during class or talk when someone else is talking.  Respect all classroom materials and equipment.  Stay in your seat until dismissed.  Return all materials to their proper place and always push in your chair before leaving the classroom.  Any disrespectful or inappropriate behaviors will not be tolerated.

· Participate in class, take class notes, and complete all assignments (class work, homework, labs/activities).  Late work will be accepted, but you will only receive partial credit as a result.

· It is your responsibility to get any assignments missed, due to an absence, sports, band, etc.  All missed work will be located in the appropriate class period folder by the window.  You will need to update your interactive notebook upon returning from absences.  See Mrs. Coder for any missed quizzes and tests.

· Restrooms should be used at the beginning and the end of class periods, not during class time.  Students will be permitted to go to the bathroom within the first five minutes of class and during the last five minutes of class, as long as whole group instruction is not occurring.  Please sign-out at the front of the room, and document date, name, destination, and times.

· No talking is allowed during tests and quizzes.  You will receive a zero for that assignment if this behavior is observed.

· No Ipods, cell phones, or electronic devices.  If I see it or hear, I will take it and turn it into the office.

· Follow all school rules as outlined in the student agenda/handbook.  Safety is top priority at all times!  All discipline is subject to detention, parent contact, office referrals, etc.


Grading:
Your grade will be determined based on the following:

1. Homework:  Homework is given to reinforce the concepts presented in class.  It should be taken seriously and completed each time.  Most homework assignments are worth three to five points each.  If homework is done partially, some credit will be awarded.  If homework is not done or forgotten, no points will be earned.  Occasionally, homework is collected and graded.  These assignments are typically worth a larger amount of points.  Only homework assignments that are collected will be accepted late.

2. Class Activities: This portion of your grade includes laboratory activities as well as projects.  Activities and labs serve the purpose of also reinforcing difficult and challenging topics.

3. Quizzes and Tests: Quizzes and tests assess the understanding of concepts presented in each chapter.  Usually, one quiz and one test will be given each chapter.  The format will include the following: multiple choice, matching, modified true/false, and short answers/essays.

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Interactive Notebook:  Your interactive notebook is a tool that will help to keep you organized and prepared.  It should be completed accurately as directed by your teacher.  At any time, you can check the interactive notebook checklist to ensure that all items are included within your notebook and on the appropriate pages.  It will be collected and assessed at least once per marking period.Grading Scale
       A = 92-100%
       B = 83-91%
       C = 74-82%
       D = 65-73%
       F = 64% or below









Make-up Work Policy:
1. Show Mrs. Coder previous homework assignments and get any missed handouts.
2. Update your interactive notebook.
3. Make arrangements to take any missed quizzes and tests.
4. Arrange to get missed notes from a reliable student or check the binder on the counter by the windows.
5. Failure to complete work will result in a zero for that grade.  If you miss one day of school, you have one day to complete your work, unless special circumstances arise.

** Most importantly, if you do not understand and need extra help, please ask for help!!  There is no such thing as a stupid question.  I want you to have a very successful and enjoyable school year!!

Please sign the bottom indicating that you have read and understand the course expectations.

Student Name (printed):  ________________________________________________________

Student Signature:  _____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _____________________________________________________












