Prehistory

___________________________ – Time period after writing was developed; uses written evidence to tell how 

          people lived in the past

___________________________ – Time period before writing was developed

· There are many theories about when prehistory began.  Some historians believe this period began around ____________________ when the first modern “human” roamed the earth.  Some people believe this period began much early than this – possibly over 1,000,000 year ago.  

How do we learn about Prehistoric Times if there are no written records? 

_____________________________ – stories passed down by word of mouth; some are considered 

  legends or myths

_____________________________ – objects made by human beings

_____________________________ – paintings on the walls of prehistoric caves; usually tell a story 

___________________________ – First period of Prehistoric Times

· Period of time when people made weapons and tools out of __________________, ________________, or ___________________.

· The Stone Age is divided into three periods – _________________________, ____________________, and __________________________.

The Old Stone Age – __________________________________________

· People were nomads – ______________________________________________________________

· _____________________ and ______________________ was the main source of food.

· Men were usually the hunters.  

· Women were usually the gatherers.

· Developed a ____________________ language

· Invented _______________________

· Used ______________ or rocky overhangs for shelter

· Learned to build _________________

· What did they use fire for?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Middle Stone Age – ___________________________________________

· Characterized by the use of more advanced tools

The New Stone Age – _____________________________________________

· People began to practice ________________________.

· People changed from being hunters and gatherers to being ______________.

· People not only learned how to grow their own _____________, but also how to domesticate, or ____________ animals.  This provided a dependable source of _______________, ______________, _________________, and __________________.

· People also learned how to domesticate plants – ____________________________________

· Led to the development of ____________________________ – a society with cities, a central government, job specialization, and social classes.

· Characteristics of civilization

· _________________________ – food surpluses allowed for more children

· ________________ and ________________ were built

· Public buildings – food storehouses, buildings for worshipping gods, buildings for selling and buying goods

· ___________________________ – people switched to different types of work

· Artisans – _______________________________________________; make items such as baskets, leather goods, tools, pottery, or cloth

· As new skills developed, people had new occupations/jobs

· ______________________ – Kept order in society and provided services

· ______________________________ – groups of people with similar backgrounds, incomes, and ways of living

· Many civilizations developed near rivers. 

· Advantages?____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

· Disadvantages? _________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

__________________________ – began around 6,600 B.C. in some parts of the world

· People discovered they could get __________________ from certain rocks.

· People mixed copper with tin to create bronze.

· Bronze was much harder and was used to make ___________________, ___________________, __________________, and ______________________ more durable. 

