Figurative Language

Each sentence below contains some form of figurative language. Label each sentence as follows: metaphor: M; simile: S; personification: P; idiom: I; and hyperbole: H.


1. Fred looked across the dried-out land. The sun was a flaming disc in the sky.

2. Words can be daggers when used harshly.

3. I opened the cupboard door. Something fluttered. I reached for the crackers and screamed. A mouse jumped out, winked at me, and ran into a corner.

4. “Sorry,” she said. “I couldn’t finish my homework because my sister and her boyfriend were on the phone forever.”

5. He gawked at Shirley. Her lips—two skinny lines below a skinny nose—were pursed tightly in anger.

6. The huge television sat in the middle of the room—a shrine to Hollywood and materialism.

7. Ben lofted the ball into the air, where it must’ve floated for two minutes, and David caught it for a touchdown.

8. When the power went out in the mall, the store was as dark as night.

9. Victor and Victoria glanced over all the rings. Then something caught Victoria’s eye: a one-carat princess-cut diamond white gold ring.

10. 5:24 a.m. The alarm clock opened up its mouth and screamed at me—again.

11. Harry was so unoriginal. He said everything exactly the way I did. He was nothing more than a parrot.

12. Francesca had a sweet tooth. She ate chocolate at least five times everyday.

13. How could anyone find Fonzella attractive? Her hair was like straw: stiff and crackly.

14. Samuel glanced right…and then left. He was surrounded. They were a wall around him.

15. Al Gore stuck his foot in his mouth when he claimed to have invented the Internet. 

16. She beheld the splendid ancient book. Its beautiful dusty cover spoke to her of its age.

17. Zuri wondered what it was like to have a green thumb. She couldn’t seem to keep any kind of plant alive.

18. Payton was hit by two big guys and pushed in two different directions. He looked like a rubber doll.

19. As I ran along the tattered path, a big stick reached up and grabbed my foot. And down I went.

20. Shawn stepped out of his house into the night. The moon shone brightly as the wind howled.

21. Charlie was very annoyed. Jerica’s high-pitched voice was driving him crazy!

22. Brangelina exited the restaurant. The paparazzi swarmed around them like bees. 

23. Angela put her foot down. She refused to pay for Stanley’s dinner this time.

24. Some say love, it is a river that drowns the tender reed. 

25. She’s no pearl, I’ve heard it said.
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