Recommended Course Selections for College Bound Students
If you are thinking about continuing your education at a 2 or 4 year college, then these are some recommendations to courses you should take in high school, focusing on college preparatory curriculum.  Always remember to do your best work- ALL of your grades from 9th-12th are seen by college admissions representatives.
English: You are required to take 4 years of English.
Math: It is best to take 4 years of college prep math, regardless of your intended major.
     -Algebra 1					-Probability and Stats
     -Algebra 2					-Pre-Calculus 
     -Geometry					-AP Math Options: Stats, Calc AB, Calc BC, IB Math
     -Trigonometry (Note: Many Penn State University majors require you to take Trig)
Science: Although 3 years may be adequate, it is best to take 4 years of science (some colleges require lab science).
     -Biology					-Physical Science
     -Chemistry					-Earth Science
     -Physics					-Anatomy and Physiology
     -Environmental Science
     -AP/IB Science Options: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental 
Social Studies: It is best to take 4 years of social studies.
     -World History				-Sociology (elective)
     -American History (Early/Modern)		-Psychology (elective)
     -Civics					-Economics (elective)
     -AP/IB Social Studies: US, Euro, Psych, Gov, Macro, World
[bookmark: _GoBack]Foreign Language: Most colleges will review your transcript and prefer to see at least 2 years of a language.  However, some colleges require students to have 3 years of a language or more.
Electives: It is best to take electives that are also college preparatory or interest oriented.  Do not take “easy” classes just to increase your GPA.
Timeline for College Bound Students
Sophomore Year
· Make sure you are scheduled to take college prep courses
· Take the PSAT/NMSQT offered in the Fall or Spring
· Begin to think about your college search and major
· Make a list of what you are looking for in a future college.  Include factors like: size, distance from home, majors offered, public or private, etc.
· Look at the websites of different colleges to see their admissions requirements.  
Junior Year
Fall…
· Take college prep courses
· Take the PSAT/NMSQT offered in the Fall
· Continue researching colleges--check your mail and email for college information
· Attend the College Fair in October
· Talk with your school counselor about what colleges might be suitable for you
Spring…
· Take the SAT 
· Keep researching schools, you should be starting to narrow your search
· Visit any schools you may be interested in, especially if they offer programs specifically for juniors
· Be sure to register for college prep classes when scheduling for your senior year—consider dual enrollment options
· Complete a “resume”.  Record all involvements, accomplishments, and work experience over the past three years
Senior Year
Fall…
· Take the SAT one or two more times, and/or try the ACT test, which most colleges will accept as well
· Attend college fairs in your area and prepare a list of questions for each college
· Speak with college representatives who visit your school
· Narrow the number of colleges down (5 or 6)
· Look at the colleges’ websites for their application process (deadlines, interviews, etc.)
· Look online for electronic applications and common application websites
· Fill out and have your applications completed by December 1st (selective programs may have earlier deadlines)
· Attend a Financial Aid night with your parents at a school in your area
· Complete your FAFSA after October 1st of your senior year
Spring…
· Be in touch with the admission and financial aid offices where you have applied—CHECK EMAIL!
· Visit the schools for the first or second time
· After receiving your acceptance letter(s), make a final decision as to which college you want to attend
· Send your confirmation deposit on time (Be aware of deadlines)
· Apply for scholarships

General Guidelines for College Admission
*As found on CollegeBoard*REQUIREMENTS
EXAMPLES
TEST SCORES

Most Selective
Top 10% of class; GPA 3.8+
4 years English, 4 years Math, 4 years Social Studies, 4 years Science, 3-4 years Foreign Language, 2 years Academic Electives

Very Selective
Top 25% of class; GPA 3.5+
4 years English, 4 years Math, 4 years Social Studies, 4 years Science, 2-4 years Foreign Language, 2 years Academic Electives
Somewhat Selective
Top 50% of class; GPA 3.0 or higher
4 years English, 4 years Math, 4 years Social Studies, 3 years Science, 2-3 years Foreign Language
Less Selective 
Will accept students from the lower 50% of class; GPA 2.5 or better
4 years English, 4 years Math, 3.5 years Social Studies, 3 years Science, 2 years Foreign Language
Open Admission
4 years English, 4 years Math, 3.5 years Social Studies, 3 years Science, complete all other graduation requirements
Recommended Scores
SAT 830-950
ACT Composite 14-19
(Most likely not required, check with program)
In State:
University of Pennsylvania
Swarthmore College
Out of State:
Harvard University 

In State: 
Gettysburg College
Lehigh University
Out of State:
American University
Millersville University 
Slippery Rock University
Duquesne University
Lebanon Valley College
University of Pittsburgh
Shippensburg University
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Bloomsburg University
Penn State University Mont Alto
Robert Morris University 
HACC – Harrisburg Area Community College
HCC – Hagerstown Community College
Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology
Pennsylvania College of Technology
Recommended Scores
SAT 1350-1600
ACT Composite 29-36
*Check with school to determine if writing component is required*
Recommended Scores
SAT 1050-1350
ACT Composite 26-30
*Check with school to determine if writing component is required*
Recommended Scores
SAT 960-1200
ACT Composite 22-27
Recommended Scores
SAT 860-1060
ACT Composite 17-22

