Final Truth Argument Essay

1. Select one quote from the list below that connects to “finding the truth” in Ella Minnow Pea. Then, develop a thesis statement supporting your stance on the quote/book using three claims (you are not required to use the quote/claims you developed for the Socratic Seminar)

. 

Example: George Orwell, renowned author and critic of totalitarianism, once said: “In a time of universal deceit - telling the truth is a revolutionary act.” Mark Dunn, in the espistolary fable Ella Minnow Pea, emulates this idea through a unique plot that implies censorship disintegrates freedom, collaboration spawns innovative solutions, and persistence impels success.


Quote options:

· Everything we hear is an opinion, not a fact. Everything we see is a perspective, not the truth. -Marcus Aurelius

· The truth is incontrovertible. Malice may attack it, ignorance may deride it, but in the end, there it is. -Winston Churchill

· Some people think that the truth can be hidden with a little cover-up and decoration. But as time goes by, what is true is revealed, and what is fake fades away. -Ismail Haniyeh

· In a time of universal deceit - telling the truth is a revolutionary act. -George Orwell

· There are no facts, only interpretations. -Friedrich Nietzsche

· A harmful truth is better than a useful lie. -Thomas Mann

· People will generally accept facts as truth only if the facts agree with what they already believe. -Andy Rooney

· There's a world of difference between truth and facts. Facts can obscure the truth. -Maya Angelou

· Half a truth is often a great lie. -Benjamin Franklin

· I'm for truth, no matter who tells it. I'm for justice, no matter who it's for or against. -Malcolm X

· Even if you are a minority of one, the truth is the truth. -Mahatma Gandhi

· The truth. It is a beautiful and terrible thing, and must therefore be treated with great caution. -J. K. Rowling

· Every truth has two sides; it is as well to look at both, before we commit ourselves to either. –Aesop

2. Develop body paragraphs for each of your claims. Each paragraph should include topic sentence, evidence from the novel, outside evidence supporting the claim, and reasoning. 

Example: Dunn launches the novel through a unique act of censorship that leads to not only silencing, but also loss of education, property, and the pursuit of happiness. On the fictional island of Nollop, residents immortalize their nation’s founder, who created a pangram, through a statue. When an alpha character falls from the treasured statue, the island’s council declares: “Henceforth, use of the arguably superfluous twenty-sixth letter will be outlawed from all island speech and graphy” (Dunn 6). Offenders of this decree are subject to flogging, public shaming, banishment and death. Subsequently, the library is closed, students and teachers are unable to engage in discourse, businesses are seized, and residents (even tiny children) are subjected to cruel and unusual punishments. These events are eerily reminiscent of the Taliban’s enforcement of fatwa (religious judgment) against novelists, musicians and artists – many of whom were publicly executed – during the radical sect’s reign in Afghanistan.  Dunn’s tale, like those seen in history, cautions young adults of the likely atrocities that will follow an act of censorship. Fortunately, Dunn demonstrates the path to salvation through a group of young freedom fighters determined to create a solution for their fellow citizens.
3. Create a counter argument and rebuttal to your argument, including evidence from the novel and an external source.
Example: Many people may insist that expressing the truth is hardly revolutionary. Yet, anyone who speaks the truth during a time of repression is subject to harsh penalties and uniquely poised to invoke dramatic change. In the novel, readers learn the risks taken by revolutionists when Tassie writes to Nate: “I wrote the letters. The ones with the threats. Were anyone to learn this, it will mean my ruin, perhaps even my execution” (Dunn 128). Tallie’s predicament mirrors that of the government fearing, rebellious protagonist, Winston Smith, from George Orwell’s iconic dystopia 1984.  Fortunately, unlike Winston, Tassie and her co-conspirators manage to reveal a solution that spotlights the falsity of the oppressive government’s edict and restores freedom to Nollop’s citizens.
4. Write a conclusion that revisits your hook, restates the thesis (or summarizes the main points), and includes a call to action.

5. Create a works cited page.

6. Engage in peer editing and teacher conferencing regarding your draft.

	Criteria

	Argumentative Essay Rubric    


	
	18-20
15-17
11-14
<10

INTRODUCTION
-Background/History
-Define the Problem
-Thesis Statement/ Claim
Well-developed introductory paragraph contains detailed background information, a clear explanation or definition of the problem, devices to create interest, and a well-formed, properly placed thesis statement.
Introductory paragraph contains some background information, a technique for creating interest, and states the problem, but does not explain using details. States the thesis of the paper. 
Introduction states the thesis but does not adequately explain the background of the problem nor does the writer attempt to create interest.  The problem is stated, but lacks detail.
Thesis and/or problem is vague or unclear. Writer does not attempt to create interest. Background details are a seemingly random collection of information, unclear, or not related to the topic.
BODY
-Main points and supporting details expand the claim
-Refutation/Counter-

argument addressed

-Textual evidence/ outside evidence presented
Three or more main points (claims) are well developed with supporting details (including evidence from novel and outside) and reasoning. Refutation paragraph acknowledges the opposing view and argues it logically (using evidence). It is obvious that a plan was developed to create sound, logical development. 
Three or more main points are present but may lack detail and development in one or two. Refutation paragraph acknowledges the opposing view, but does not present sound counterpoint. Overall, the paper is logically developed.
Three or more main points, but all lack development. Refutation paragraph missing and/or vague. There are one or two examples that are not sound, logical argument. Paper itself is repetitious, contradictory, or shows lack of organizational planning.
Fewer than three main points, with poor development of ideas.  Refutation missing or vague. Obvious lack of sound, logical argument throughout. There are many examples of poor organizational planning.
CONCLUSION

-Reinforces claim

-Emphatic end/call to action
Conclusion reinforces overall claim and summarizes the main topics without repeating previous sentences; writer's commentary and suggestions for change are logical and well thought out.
Conclusion somewhat reinforces overall claim and summarizes main topics.  Some suggestions for change are evident.
Conclusion dismissively reinforce overall claim and summarizes main topics, but is repetitive. No suggestions for change and/or commentary are included.
Conclusion does not reinforce overall claim and does not adequately summarize the main points. No commentary or suggestions for change are included.
PARENTHETICAL DOCUMENTATION & WORKS CITED

-Integrate support of argument’s claim

-In-text citations included

-All external sources documented
Source material is smoothly integrated into the text. All sources are accurately documented in MLA format on the Works Cited page. 
Source material is used, but is not consistently smoothly integrated into the text. All sources are documented, but a few are inaccurately documented according to MLA format rules.
Source material is used, but integration may be awkward. All sources are accurately documented, but many are not in MLA format.
Lacks sources and/or sources are not accurately documented. MLA format is incorrect for all sources.
MECHANICS AND STYLE
-Word Choice                           -Sentence Structure  -Punctuation                -Capitalization                       -Spelling                             -Diction                            -Sentence Variety

· Padding removed          
Sentence structure is correct and sentences are varied (beginnings, lengths, structures). 

Diction is at a college level or the appropriate level for the audience. Punctuation, spelling and capitalization are correct. No other mechanical errors.
Sentence structure is generally correct. Some awkward sentences do appear. Sentences show some variety, with an occasional (1 or 2) repetition of sentence beginnings or a number of consecutive sentences of the same length or type.  Diction is mostly at the college level, with some examples of unsophisticated or poor/incorrect word choices. There are one or two errors in punctuation, spelling, capitalization and/or other mechanics.
Work contains some sentence errors (2 or 3) and grammatical errors. There are three or four errors in punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and/or other mechanics.  Many consecutive sentences begin with the same words, are of the same length or the same sentence construction.  Diction is very elementary and lacks flair.
Work contains multiple incorrect sentence structures (more than 3). There are more than 4 errors in punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and/or other mechanics. Diction is elementary and often writing is awkward due to many examples of poor/incorrect word choice.


	

	GRADE:           ________/100                        


