How to Write an Annotated Bibliography for the Argument Research Essay
A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "references" or "works cited" depending on the style format you are using. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.).
An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation.
Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes a summary and evaluation of each of the sources.In order to write a proper annotated bibliography,
have your source(s) in hand so that you can follow these steps easily.



Step 1: Cite your reference 
· The first step is to cite your source. Format your source in APA style (Noodletools will do this step for you, but you must input the correct information using the source). Make sure you include everything!

Step 2: Summary: Condense the source’s main ideas
· Write 2-4 sentences that summarize your source’s main ideas using accurate, concise language. Include essential concepts that are relevant to the research topic.
· Here is an example of an accurate, concise summary based upon the article above:
SUMMARY: The article first defines sex trafficking and then goes on to explain the circumstances in which Filipino women are deceived and lured into the world sex trafficking. These circumstances may include those women who are impoverished or migrating from one area to the next with little to no money. These women fall prey to debt bondage and become imprisoned property. 

Step 3: Evaluation: Identify how this source will benefit your research paper 
· In the final step, talk about how this source will be used in the research paper in 1-2 sentences. Include the details within the source that you may use in your essay.
· Here is an example of a detailed evaluation based upon the article above:
EVALUATION: This article would be a helpful resource for my research paper because it explains the significance of this human rights violation, citing statistics and details about the effect sex trafficking has on women and their families.  It also offers good details about the conditions these women face, with specific information about the suffering these women endure as well as the effect on their health. 

It is perfectly fine to write something that is more detailed about how you will utilize the resource.  The rule is to never make this section longer than the summary. It should be designed to give your and your audience an idea of how you obtained your information and made the decision to use this material. 
Adapted from: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/1/ and http://www.ehow.com/how_2039988_write-annotated-bibliography.html
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Annotated Bibliography Rubric


Score: ______/60


Name: ______________________________________ Date: _______________ AP Lang. & Comp. Pd: ______

	
	Outstanding: No/Minimal Errors
(11-12 pts.)
	Needs Improvement :
Several Errors
(8-10 pts.)
	Unsatisfactory*:
Many Errors
(<7 pts.)

	CITATION AND CREDIBILITY OF 8-10  SOURCES

	No errors in citations; contains all needed information; source is credible
	1-3 errors in citations; missing some needed information; one or more sources is/are somewhat questionable/biased
	3+ errors in citations; missing major needed information; several sources are not credible

	VARIETY OF SOURCES
at least one of each: 
1) primary  source/narrative
2) newspaper/magazine article
3) chart/graph
4) photo/video/ad/political cartoon
	One of each source type included
	3 out of 4 source types included
	2 or less source types included

	SUMMARY OF CONTENT OF  8-10 SOURCES
	1) Includes a concise, detailed 2-4 sentence summary for each citation; 
2) shows a clear connection to research topic for all citations
	1) Includes a brief, vague summary in sentence form for each citation; 
2) somewhat shows a connection to research topic for all citations
	1) Does not include a summary in sentence form/incomplete summary for many or all citations; 
2) does not show a clear connection to research topic for many or all citations

	EXPLANATION OF POSSIBLE USE OF 8-10 SOURCES
	Includes a 1-2 sentence detailed explanation of how the source can be used in the paper for each citation
	Explanation of how the source can be used in the paper is somewhat unclear for several citations
	Explanation of how the source can be used in the paper is nonexistent or unclear for many citations

	
	
	
	

	GRAMMAR & MECHANICS 
	3 or less errors in spelling, capitalization, sentence structure, punctuation
	4 - 6 errors in spelling, capitalization, sentence structure, punctuation
	More than 6 errors in spelling, capitalization, sentence structure, punctuation



*Incomplete or unacceptable work will be given a zero (0) and must be resubmitted in order to proceed to the next step.
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