Synthesis/Argument Research Essay Rubric
	Grading Criteria
	A  

(14-15)
	B  

(13)
	C 

(11-12)
	D/F 

(<10)

	Focus: 
persuade the audience about an issue of justice
	Persuasive purpose is clear throughout the essay.
	Shows awareness of persuasive purpose throughout most of the essay.
	Shows limited awareness of persuasive purpose at some points in the essay.
	No awareness of persuasive purpose is evident in essay; essay is off topic.

	Thesis: 
claim concerning specific perspective about justice issue
	Clearly presents a thesis and supports it throughout the entire essay.
	There is a thesis supported throughout most of the essay.
	Vague sense of a thesis, weakly supported throughout the essay.
	No thesis is offered.

	Overall Organization: Toulmin Model

(claim, data, warrants, backing, counterargument/ rebuttal)
	Well-planned and well-thought out using the Toulmin Model. Includes appropriate essay title, introduction/ background, strong thesis, solid evidence, seamless transitions and assertive conclusion.

The essay’s structure is never confusing to the reader.
	Good overall organization, includes the main organizational tools of the Toulmin model, but contains a few minor flaws.

The essay’s structure is never confusing to the reader.
	There is a sense of organization, although some of the organizational tools are used weakly or missing.

The essay’s structure is sometimes chaotic and confusing to the reader.
	No sense of organization exists. 
The essay’s structure is chaotic and confusing to the reader.

	Paragraph Organization: 

Topic sentence, detail sentences, concluding statement –transitions used throughout 
	All paragraphs start with a clear main idea, are supported with appropriate examples, end with a concluding statement and have advanced transitions.
	Most paragraphs start with a clear main idea, are supported with some examples, concluding statement exists, and/or some advanced transitions, but need more.
	Some paragraphs start with a clear main idea, support from examples may be missing, concluding sentences are not always used, and/or transitions are rarely used or are simplistic.
	Multiple paragraphs don’t start with a clear main idea, lack enough detail, lack a concluding sentence, and/or lack many transitions.

	Content: 
Strong balance of writer’s ideas supported by research evidence
 
	Exceptionally well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, well-developed, supported with specific evidence & facts, as well as examples and specific details. 
All examples are directly supportive of the overall claim.
	Well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, developed and supported with evidence and details, mostly specific, but may generalize in a few areas.  
Most examples are directly supportive of the overall claim.
	Content is comprehensive and solid; ideas are present but not particularly developed or supported; some evidence & facts, but usually of a generalized nature.  
Only some examples are directly supportive of the overall claim.
	Content is not comprehensive. Many generalizations repeatedly occur. Few evidence & facts offered.  
Most examples are not directly supportive of the overall claim.

	Research Selection:  Diversity and credibility of applicable sources 
	Wide variety of applicable sources used to support writer’s ideas, and all are credible.
	Mostly a variety of applicable sources used to support writer’s ideas and all are credible.
	Some variety of sources used to support writer’s ideas. One source may not be applicable to supporting the thesis. 
One source may not appear very credible.
	Lack of source variety used to support writer’s ideas and several sources are not credible. Serious lack of applicable sources used.

	Research Integration: 
APA integration and citation rules
	Sources are exceptionally well-integrated and they support the claim and the warrants argued in the paper very effectively. High quality evidence selected to prove essay’s claims. Quotations and Works Cited conform to APA rules.
	Sources are well-integrated and support the paper’s claims. There may be occasional errors, but the sources and Works Cited mostly conform to APA rules.  Mostly high quality evidence selected to prove essay’s claims.
	Sources support some claims made in the paper, but might not be integrated well within the paper’s argument, i.e. quotes are not introduced. There may be a few errors in APA formatting.  Some quality evidence selected to prove essay’s claims.
	Sources are not integrated into the essay and/or sources are not cited correctly according to APA style, nor listed correctly on the Works Cited page.  Lack of high quality evidence selected to prove essay’s claims.

	Style: 
Sentence structure and punctuation use
	Sentences are clear and varied in pattern, from simple to complex, with correct use of punctuation.
	Sentences are clear but may lack variation; a few may be awkward and there may be a few punctuation errors.
	Sentences are generally clear but may have awkward structure or unclear content; there may be patterns of punctuation errors.
	Sentences aren’t clear. Multiple punctuation errors exist, causing reading the paper to be problematic.

	Style: 
Word choice, Tone, Voice
	There is clear use of a personal and unique style of writing, suited to audience and purpose; the paper holds the reader’s interest with ease. 
The writer’s words convey the intended tone appropriate for the essay’s topic.
	There is an attempt at a personal style but style of writing may be awkward or unsuited to audience and purpose; the reader may lose interest in some sections of the paper. 
The writer’s words mostly convey the intended tone appropriate for the essay’s topic.
	There is little attempt at developing a personal style; reads as flat and perhaps uninteresting in content, which is usually generalized and clichéd, causing the audience to become mostly disinterested in the essay.  
The writer’s words muddle the intended tone appropriate for the essay’s topic.
	No attempt at dynamic word choice, lack of tone, writer’s voice is nonexistent, causing the audience to become disinterested in the essay.

The writer’s words continually disrupt the intended tone appropriate for the essay’s topic.

	Style: 
Details and examples to prove thesis
	Large amounts of appropriate, specific examples and detailed descriptions to prove thesis. 
Writer always has command of the argued topic, asserting a perspective with ease.
	Some use of appropriate, specific examples and detailed descriptions to prove thesis.  May have extended examples that go on for too long. Writer mostly has command of the argued topic, mostly asserting a perspective with ease.
	Little use of appropriate and/or specific examples and details to prove thesis – mostly generalized examples and little description.  
Writer loosely has command of the argued topic, somewhat asserting a perspective with ease.
	No use of examples and lack of details to support thesis. Examples are widely inappropriate. 
Writer doesn’t have command of the argued topic, and does not assert a perspective with ease.

	Grammar & Mechanics:              Spelling, grammar, capitalization, etc.
	No errors in grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. Meticulous proofreading is evident.
	A few errors in grammar, spelling, capitalization, etc., but not many. Proofreading is evident.
	Shows a repetitive pattern of errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, etc.  Lack of proof-reading evident.
	Continuous errors across multiple areas. 
Serious lack of proof-reading evident.

	Preparation:

Note-making technique, outlining, source evaluation paperwork, revision, etc.
	Strong evidence of essay preparation, including note-making techniques and essay revision through self and peer review.
	Mostly strong evidence of essay preparation, including note-making techniques and essay revision through self and peer review.
	Some evidence of essay preparation, including note-making techniques and essay revision through self and peer review.
	Lack of evidence of essay preparation, including note-making techniques and essay revision through self and peer review.


Comments:










TOTAL: ________/165
A 151-165    B 137-150   C 120-136    D 107-119   F <106
