The Synthesis/Argument Research Essay
Issues of justice persist around the world, from your community to cities far away from here. War crimes, racial profiling, human trafficking, unequal pay, mortgage fraud, unbalanced resource distribution, cyber crime, child exploitation, sweatshops, gender discrimination – all of these issues, and many more, still exist in our world.

Your task is to investigate a particular topic of justice that interests you and assert where you stand on the topic. You will find and evaluate a variety of sources to include in your research paper, take notes on vital information to support your point, synthesize the information, and incorporate this information into a coherent, well-written essay. It is vital to ensure your argument is central to the research paper by using the sources to explain and illustrate your reasoning. Avoid summarizing the sources. You will cite your research using APA format, as well as create a references page. To accomplish this task, we will utilize resources in the CASHS library, as well as online resources and word processing. 

Organization and Length: 
· Toulmin Model approach using logical reasoning, 7-10 pages, double-spaced, APA format
Topic Search: 
· Select an issue of justice  (Justice is defined as fair behavior or treatment)
Social, Political, Economic and Environmental Issues:
http://www.globalissues.org/
Research paper topic ideas concerning social justice:
https://educationforjustice.org/resource-maps-social-justice-topics
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/ListOfIssues.aspx
Research paper topic ideas concerning criminal justice:
http://www.state.gov/j/gcj/
http://www.thecrimereport.org/resources/topics
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· Select a justice novel from the list provided. This work will serve as the starting point for your research.
[image: Scales of justice (Source: http://www.artsjournal.com/dewey21c/scales-of-justice-745464.jpg)]Required Sources:
· Find 8-10 credible sources
· You must include at least one of each of the following sources:
· A novel
· A database article
· A chart or graph (statistics)
· A video, photograph, advertisement, or political cartoon (visual)
· A nonfiction newspaper or magazine article (quality, credible articles)
· A nonfiction essay/narrative or primary source (first person eyewitness)

AP Language & Composition: Synthesis Essay Checklist
· Title Page 
· Abstract
· Introduction
A. Attention getter
B. Issue (topic) definition
C. Thesis statement
· Justice Background Information
A. Transition
B. Define justice 
C. Explain type of justice
D. Identify issue-associated Western philosophy of justice
· Issue Background Information 
A. Transition
B. Summary of the issue
C. Examples of issue
D. Relevant data
· Solution 
A. Transition
B. Propose a way to reduce/eliminate your issue
C. Identify specific details for the solution
D. Explain a possible opposition to the solution
E. Offer a rebuttal to the opposition
· Conclusion
A. Transition
B. Restatement of the Thesis
C. Summary of the Main Points
D. Clincher Statement (revisit attention grabber and bring closure)
· References
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