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“A Modest Proposal” (1729)
Dr. Jonathan Swift
Part I: Rhetorical Situation and Choices
1. Complete a SOAPSTone









2. Identify 3 examples of figurative language use (must each be a different type). Explain the associated Aristotelian Appeal with each example (must identify all three appeals with your examples). 















3. Explain Swift’s diction in terms of appropriateness and specificity. Give examples to support your explanation. Why did he employ this form of diction?















4. Offer a summary of Swift’s syntax, using examples. Explain why he likely made these choices. 









Part II: Claim, Evidence and Line of Reasoning
5. What is the writer’s thesis? Is the thesis explicit or implicit? How does the thesis reflect the author’s position on the subject and the rhetorical situation? Where in the argument does the writer present the thesis? Why did he choose this placement?





6. Evidence
a. Review lines 1-57. Explain the evidence being used.  What is the intended function of the evidence (setting the mood, making associations, giving an example)? What is the purpose for that piece of evidence? Are the purpose and intended function achieved? If so, yeah! That means the evidence and reasoning are connected. If not, we have a problem, explain how or why they aren’t achieved. How the evidence supports the thesis?












b. Review lines 58-139. Explain the evidence being used. What is the intended function of the evidence (setting the mood, making associations, giving an example)? What is the purpose for that piece of evidence? Are the purpose and intended function achieved? If so, yeah! That means the evidence and reasoning are connected. If not, we have a problem, explain how or why they aren’t achieved. How the evidence supports the thesis?
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c. Review lines 140-186. Explain the evidence being used. What is the intended function of the evidence (setting the mood, making associations, giving an example)? What is the purpose for that piece of evidence? Are the purpose and intended function achieved? If so, yeah! That means the evidence and reasoning are connected. If not, we have a problem, explain how or why they aren’t achieved. How the evidence supports the thesis?






d. Review lines 187-end. Explain the evidence being used. What is the intended function of the evidence (setting the mood, making associations, giving an example)? What is the purpose for that piece of evidence? Are the purpose and intended function achieved? If so, yeah! That means the evidence and reasoning are connected. If not, we have a problem, explain how or why they aren’t achieved. How the evidence supports the thesis?







7. Explain Swift’s Line of Reasoning. Use examples to support your explanation.

