Read Page 295 – Explaining Poverty

1. 13 million children in the United States are poor.  When broken down by groups – children make up the largest percentage of poor people.  Do you believe the federal government’s new laws enacted in 1996 are good for the nation?  Give reasons to support your answer.

2. Compare and contrast Lewis’ position on poverty and Wilson’s position.  Which do you believe is correct?  Use examples and statistics found in critical review to support your position.

3. Read When Work Disappears: The Result is poverty.  Answer question #1 and point out one problem with his arguments.

4. How would you help the “working poor” or the “working near poor?”  Do you think it is fair to have people in those situations?

5. Read Homelessness on page 298 and In the Times: Surge in Homeless Families on page 300.  

a. Why do you think homelessness is not discussed much by political leaders?

b. What do you think is the leading causes of homelessness?

c. How would you fix homelessness?

6. Read the Welfare Dilemma.  Answer the 3 Questions.  Also…….. How would you fix Welfare? 

