Chapter 8 – Understanding Sexuality

1. Vocabulary –

a. Sex –

b. Primary Sex Characteristics –

c. Secondary Sex Characteristics –

d. Intersexual People –

e. Transsexuals –

f. Incest Taboo –

2. Is the United States responsible for the “moral decline” of Iraq?  Use examples from the book to reinforce your beliefs.

3. Look at the pictures on page 195.  What characteristics could make each of these people attractive?  What do you find unattractive about each one?  What aspects of people from the United States could be found unattractive by other cultures?  Why do we “do” these unattractive things?  Why do you think someone would paint their lips blue or stretch their neck?

4. What is the difference between someone who is intersex and someone who is a transsexual? 

5.  Do you think parents should “pick” a gender for a baby who is intersex?  Why or why not? 

6.  Imagine this – your brother / sister / best friend / etc… decides they are a transsexual.  What are your feelings?  What would you say to this person?  Do you think society influences your reaction?

7. Which of the foreign practices of “covering in the bath” seem the most unusual to you?  Why?

8. Look at the map regarding first – cousin marriage laws.  By analyzing the states that allow or don’t allow, what do you think it says about society?

9. Explain the validity of humans creating an incest taboo to control social organizations in 3 distinct ways.  Do you think these explanations are actually true? Or …. Is it just gross?

