Chapter 6 – Interaction in Everyday Life:  Three Applications

1. Do you agree with Ekman’s theory of the biological associations of emotions? Why or why not?

2. Use the Culture examples from your text book: “first… culture defines what triggers an emotion” – for each example of culture (you should have at least 3 examples) – give a personal example of learned behavior you have.

3. Give another example of a career path that would require emotion management. 

4. Give an example of a time you have used language to exhibit power or have heard someone use language to exhibit power in your presence.  Do you think this happens often?  What do you think it means?

5. Find another word in the English language that has a masculine or feminine meaning.  Does the masculine form of the word have more “value” than the feminine form of the word?

6. Read managing feelings: Women’s Abortion Experiences.  Answer the 3 questions.  Be ready to open your mind to accept other peoples’ points of view when discussing this!

7. Read Gender and Language: “You Just Don’t Understand!”  Answer question #2.

8. What kind of humor do you enjoy?  What category would it fall in from the “book’s” perspective?  If there is no category – how would you describe the kind of humor you enjoy?

9. Describe one time you didn’t “get” a joke.  Did you eventually think the joke was funny when you figured it out? Or … was it still not funny?  

10. Give 5 topics you feel are not appropriate to “joke about” (Do not include September 11th ).  

11. Is it better for a person who “belongs” to an ethnic group to make a joke about that ethnic group than it is for someone “outside” the ethnic group?  Why?

12. Watch a comedy routine over the weekend.  Write down at least 7 different topics that are broached during the show.  Did any of these jokes make you uncomfortable?  If so, why?  What was your favorite joke?  Why?

