Chapter 4 – Gerhard Lenski: Society and Technology

1. Vocabulary

a. Society – 

b. Sociocultural Evolution – 

c. Hunting and Gathering – 

d. Shaman – 

e. Horticulture – 

f. Pastoralism – 

g. Material Surplus – 

h. Agriculture – 

i. Industrialism – 

j. Postindustrialism – 

2. Name the top 3 technological advances you think have changed our society in the United States.  For each advance, make an argument WHY this technological advancement changed our society more than any other.

3. Do you think the more advanced societies should introduce technological advances to hunting and gathering societies?  Why or why not?  What are some benefits to living in a hunting and gathering society?  What are some drawbacks?

4. If you had to choose to join a society based on horticulture or pastoralism, which would you choose?  Why?

5. How does the development of society impact the religious beliefs of the members?  Why do you think this is?

6. Read In the Times on page 96 and 97.   Where do you think the line should be drawn between “introducing new advances” – such as dried milk balls and not changing this dwindling way of life?  Also – answer the 3 questions on page 97.

7. Compare and contrast the role of women in hunting and gathering / horticultural and pastoral / and agrarian societies.

8. Pretend you are the leader of a horticultural society and have just discovered agricultural advances such as the use of the plow.  How would you change things to keep equality among the people?  What policies would you write to ensure that slavery did not develop and women remained empowered?

9. What are some of the benefits a society experiences when entering the industrial age?  What are some of the drawbacks of entering an industrial age?

10. What societal age do you think would be best to live in? Why?

11. Author James Williams Gibson (The Perfect War: Technowar in Vietnam) writes that US defeat in Vietnam was largely because of the ethnocentric view that military power involves only technology.  Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Why?

