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Course Syllabus
Biology 1

Teacher: Mrs. Duffield
Room: B328
Contact information: mikala.duffield@casdonline.org 
Textbook: 
Course Description
Biology 1 is the required science class for 9th grade students.  It covers the first half of information that will be covered by the Keystone exam for Biology. Passing the Keystone Biology Exam is a requirement for graduation. Biology 1 is part one of a two year Biology course in which the following topics will be covered: 
· 
Biology 1 2015-16
· Basic Biological Principles
· Scientific Inquiry
· Characteristics of Life
· Biological Levels of Organization
· The Chemical Basis For Life
· Basic Chemistry
· Water
· Biochemistry
· Enzymes
· 
Bioenergetics
· Energy Processing
· Energy Transformation
· Homeostasis and Transport
· Transport Structures
· Transport Mechanisms
· Homeostasis
· Cell Growth and Reproduction
· Cell Cycle
· Mitosis vs. Meiosis

Coursework will include labs/activities, projects, lecture/notes, homework, tests/quizzes, notebook checks and reading assignments. 
What do I need to bring to class?
Every day you should bring the following materials:
· 
· Pencil/Pen
· 3-ring binder (you may dedicate a section of a binder for just science materials) or folder
· Textbook
· Yourself- be alert, awake, and attentive


Grading Policy
	A
	Excellent
	92-100%

	B
	Good
	83-91%

	C
	Average
	74-82%

	D
	Poor, Needs Improvement
	65-73%

	F
	Failure
	64%-below

	I
	Incomplete
	

	W
	Withheld 
	



Your final grade will be made up of approximately:
Tests/Quizzes			40%
Labs/Projects			40%
Homework/Classwork/
Notebook checks		 20%
**These values are approximations. They are subject to change. **
Point values will vary depending upon assignment. Any score of a zero for an assignment will always have a negative impact on your grade. Do your work and don’t forget to turn in all assignments. It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that they turn in all assignments to the proper location. If a student has a question or does not understand an assignment they need to let Mrs. Duffield know as soon as possible to receive help. Late assignments will be deducted 50%. Late work may be turned in prior to the end of the marking period for 50%.

Absences
All work from the date of absence can be found on the student  bulletin board in the appropriate class folder. As per school policy, students have the number of days of absence to complete any missed work. If a test or quiz was given on the date of absence then the test will be made up the day of return if the student received all materials covered by the test. If students missed numerous days prior to the test/quiz then a makeup test will be given on a date determined by the student and Mrs. Duffield. Any work missed due to an unexcused absence will automatically become a zero.

Classroom Policies
Mrs. Duffield reserves the right to add/change classroom policies throughout the year as needed.
1. 
2. Students are expected to be on time, prepared, and in their assigned seat when the bell rings. Make sure you read the opening exercise for the day from the whiteboard. 
3. No talking during independent work unless given permission.
4. No gum allowed in the room. No food/drinks allowed in lab area.
5. Students are not allowed in the lab area without permission from the teacher.
6. If it is not yours and you do not have permission, do not touch it.
7. Use the bathroom or water fountain before class. If you do not have time to do so before class then immediately upon arrival place your materials at your desk, turn in any assignments, fill out your agenda for Mrs. Duffield to sign, and sign out of class.
8. If there is a substitute, all students are expected to behave as they would for Mrs. Duffield. Anyone who fails to do so will be given detention from Mrs. Duffield. This includes all issues that may arise, including not actively working on assigned work.
9. No electronic devices allowed in class without permission.
10. No tugging/moving all water and gas faucets in the lab.

Failure to follow any rules will result in:
· Verbal warning (x3) and/or seat change depending upon student behavior.
· 30 minute detention slip
· 60 minute detention slip and a note/phone call to parents
· 120 minute detention slip

 (
A note from your teacher…
) (
I am always here to help. Please do not be afraid to ask for help or clarification if you are unsure about something. It is always better to ask 
questions. I am available before and after school or during period 
2
 if you would like additional help. 
As long as you do your work and ask for help when needed then you shouldn’t have any problem passing my class. 
I hope everyone has a fantastic school year. I will do my best to make sure you enjoy coming to class every day.
Mrs. Duffield
)


Lab Safety Contract
 Rules of Conduct in the Laboratory: 
Certain rules of conduct, listed below, are advisable in a science laboratory. Study them carefully.

1. Always maintain a business-like attitude. 
2. Never engage in practical jokes. 
3. Never bring food or drink into the laboratory room. 
4. Dispose of wastes as indicated by the teacher. 
5. NEVER return unused reagents to stock bottles. 
6. Follow directions carefully using only the amount of materials called for--more is NOT always better. 
7. Wash your hands thoroughly after each and every laboratory session. 
8. Always leave your laboratory station clean and dry. 
9. Be sure water and gas outlets are turned off completely after use. 
10. Whenever you are unsure of a procedure, ask the teacher for help. 
11. You will pay for any damage or breakage except for accidents. 

Safety in the Laboratory: 
Your personal safety and that of others working near you depend upon the care with which you observe the rules listed below. Become familiar with these rules and follow them AT ALL TIMES. 

1. Know where fire extinguishers and fire blankets are and how to use them. 
2. Know the location of the eyewash fountain and how to use it. 
3. ALWAYS wear appropriate eye protection when conducting an experiment. 
4. Contact lenses can cause an eye hazard so should not be worn during certain laboratories involving chemicals. 
5. Do not wear long, loose sleeves or a loose laboratory coat in the laboratory. 
6. If you have long hair, tie it back while working in the laboratory. 
7. Bracelets, dangling jewelry, and ties should be removed before working in the laboratory. 
8. Only perform experiments that have been approved by your teacher. 
9. Notify your teacher of any accident, no matter how minor it may seem to you. 
10. NEVER ingest anything in the laboratory unless instructed to do so by your teacher. 
I ____________________________________ have read, understood, and agree to follow the above safety rules and conduct guidelines. I agree to follow any additional verbal or written guidelines provided by my teacher. I also understand that I am responsible for replacing any equipment or materials that I damage except by accident. 


_________________________ Date ___________                   _________________________ Date ___________ 

(Student's Signature) 						(Parent/Guardian's Signature)
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