AP English Literature and Composition

Course Long Plan Edit

Brief Description of Course
Advanced Placement English is offered to seniors with exceptional competence in reading comprehension, grammar, and composition skills.  Students who do well in the course often opt to take the AP English Literature and composition Exam offered by the College Board in May.  The course work is intense and designed for students who can work independently and are highly motivated.  Extensive reading assignments, frequent writing assignments emphasizing critical analysis, lecture, small-group activities, and seminar discussion provide the basis for exploring drama, selected novels and short stories, poetry, and nonfiction.  Several independent projects are required.  Works by British, American, and world authors are studied for structure, stylistic devices, and significant themes.  AP English will have summer reading and writing assignments.

Unit Information

Unit Name or Timeframe:
A. Writing and Style Analysis Unit (3 weeks)

B. Drama Unit (12 weeks)

C. Novel Unit (9 weeks)

D. Poetry Unit (6 weeks)

E. Short Story Unit (4 weeks)

F. Vocabulary Unit (ongoing throughout the year)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

A. Writing and Style Analysis Unit

Texts for analysis –

a. “Araby” – James Joyce

b. “Living Like Weasels” – Annie Dillard

c. “Of Revenge” – Francis Bacon

d. “A Modest Proposal” – Jonathan Swift

e. Supplementary Selections

B. Drama Unit

a. Greek Tragedy

i. Aristotle’s Poetics

ii. Oedipus Rex

iii. Antigone

b. Renaissance/Elizabethan Tragedy

i. Hamlet

ii. Macbeth

iii. Othello

c. Modern Drama

i. A Doll’s House

ii. Hedda Gabler

iii. Long Day’s Journey into Night

C. Novel Unit

a. The Mayor of Casterbridge

b. Crime and Punishment

c. Wuthering Heights

d. Pride and Prejudice

e. Lord of the Flies

f. Selected Novels

D. Poetry Unit

a. Diyanni text (chapters 6-10)

b. Bedford text (chapters 14-18)

c. Selected poems from text to illustrate poetic techniques and literary, historical, and cultural contexts

E. Short Story Unit

a. Diyanni text (chapters 1-4)

b. Bedford text (chapters 1-13)

c. “The Metamorphosis” – Kafka

d. “Young Goodman Brown”/”The Birthmark” – Hawthorne

e. Supplementary Selections

F. Vocabulary

a. Independent study

b. Vocabulary applied to literature

Skills Taught (Students will)

A. Read major and representative works from four genres of literature: drama, novel, poetry, and short story.

B. Identify the literary elements specific to a particular genre and analyze representative works in terms of these literary elements.

C. Identify details and interpret meaning in selections from four genres, in both oral and written form, through small group and class discussions, seminars, and teacher-generated inquiry.

D. Analyze, respond critically, and evaluate a writer’s use of literary and stylistic elements in frequent timed and prepared essays.

E. Analyze the stylistic elements of prose passages.

F. Explicate and analyze poetry for figurative language and stylistic devices.

G. Identify the characteristics of style and voice that distinguish one prose writer from another.

H. Chart the developmental changes in the theory of tragedy through three historic periods: Classical Greek, English Renaissance, and Modern.

I. Identify characteristics of the time periods of works studied in class.

J. Relate literary selections to their historical and cultural context.

K. Participate in small group, class, and Socratic seminar discussions.

L. Engage in self-assessment and peer assessment of individual and group presentations to the class.

M. Establish and maintain a clear purpose and focus in writing.

N. Demonstrate mastery of basic punctuation.

O. Conduct research using traditional and emerging technologies for individual and group projects.

P. Integrate and document primary and secondary source material in informative, analytical, and persuasive writing.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

Major Assignments:

A. Writing and Style Analysis Unit

a. Personal narrative (self-description using metaphor)

b. Description of an object

c. Description of another person

d. Definition of an abstract concept (i.e. beauty, truth)

e. Persuasive essay on a contemporary issue

f. Persuasive essay arguing the other side of the issue

g. Written peer analysis of student essay

h. Style analysis of a prose passage

i. Oral instruction and written feedback for revision of students’ writing assignments for submission of their final copies emphasizing textual analysis of structure, figurative imagery, symbolism, tone, and social/historical values.

j. Students working in small groups peer edit and provide feedback for revisions to assignments.

k. Using the Diyanni text and the Bedford Reader as a framework to writing, providing an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure.

B. Drama Unit (Prepared Writings)

a. Critical analysis of Oedipus Rex using the dramatic principles in Aristotle’s Poetics

b. Explication and analysis of a choral ode

c. Hamlet essay (topic question varies – based on released AP Exam open questions)

C. Drama Unit (In-class Timed Writings)

a. Oedipus Rex essay characterization analysis

b. Macbeth or Othello essay (imagery/theme)

c. Hedda Gable/A Doll’s House (creative/point of view)

d. Long Day’s Journey into Night (characterization analysis/patterns of blame)

D. Novel Unit (Prepared Writings)

a. Research paper (extended literary analysis) based on independent reading and research of a novel not discussed in class

b. Crime and Punishment (artistic performance with a creatively written component)

c. Wuthering Heights, Pride and Prejudice, Lord of the Flies (topic questions vary – based on released AP exam open question)

E. Novel Unit (In-class Timed Writings)

a. The Mayor of Casterbridge essay (chance vs. free will)

F. Poetry Unit

a. Written poem analysis (2-3 pages)

b. Critical analyses of several short poems including, but not limited to, the following:

i. “The Road Not Taken” – Frost

ii. “Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers” – Rich

iii. “My Last Duchess” – Browning

iv. “I wandered lonely as a cloud” – Wordsworth

v. “Delight in Disorder” – Herrick

vi. Shakespearean sonnets

vii. Petrarchan sonnets

viii. “London” – Blake

ix. “A Valedictorian: Forbidding Mourning” – Donne

x. “To His Coy Mistress” – Marvell

G. Short Story Unit

a. Writing to a prompt using selected topics to analyze one of the following short stories:

i. “A&P” – Updike

ii. “Young Goodman Brown” – Hawthorne

iii. “The Birthmark” – Hawthorne

iv. “The Metamorphosis” – Kafka

v. “A Rose for Emily” – Faulkner

vi. “Araby” – Joyce

vii. “The Short happy Life of Francis Macomber” – Hemingway

viii. “Moonlight” – De Maupassant

ix. “Shiloh” – Mason

x. “The Black Cat” – Poe

xi. Supplementary selections

Assessments:

A. Class discussions, small-group discussions, and teacher conferences on students’ work, including methods used to achieve effective rhetoric

B. Socratic seminar format discussions

C. In-class timed writings with peer and teacher feedback

D. Selected literary and research projects

E. Teacher generated tests and quizzes

F. Cumulative exams as designated by school district policy

G. Teacher, peer, and self-assessments of writing

H. Frequent rewriting opportunities provided for students by receiving feedback on in-class timed writing and drafts of formal essays from the teacher and peers emphasizing rhetoric, tone, and voice through diction, sentence structure, and thesis development.

I. Teacher observation

J. Other procedures deemed appropriate such as dramatic presentations, PowerPoint presentations, artistic presentations, and other opportunities for authentic assessments

K. Writing portfolios with pre-writing, edited first drafts, and final copies containing suggestions for improvement from the teacher and peers.  Students are urged to revise and resubmit pieces of writing that do not meet the criteria for a well-written paper.

Alternate Approaches

Textbook/Course Materials

Textbooks

Author: Diyanni, Robert

Title: Literature: Reading Fiction, Poetry, and Drama

Publisher: McGraw-Hill College

Published Date: June, 1990

Description: Textbook used to aid in the teaching of the course.  It covers all genres including critical reading of prose and poetry.

Author: Meyer, Michael

Title: The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature

Publisher: Bedford/St. Martin’s

Published Date: 2003

Description: Textbook use to aid in the teaching of the course.  It covers all genres including critical reading of prose and poetry.

Title: World Literature

Publisher: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

Published Date: 2001

Description: Textbook used to supplement the first two textbooks.

Author: Shostak, Jerome

Title: Vocabulary Workshop Level H

Publisher: Sadlier-Oxford, Division of William H. Sadlier, Inc.

Published Date: 2005

Description: Vocabulary textbook used throughout the year for independent and guided study.

Other Course Materials

Material Type: other

Description: The Center for Learning:


Advanced Placement English – In-depth Analysis of Literary Forms


Advanced Placement Writing I and II


Advanced Placement Poetry

Websites

Mr. Berrier’s Website
http://www.chambersburg.k12.pa.us/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectionid=142&
Periodicals

Additional Information

Academic Dishonesty
The Chambersburg Area Senior High School is committed to teaching students how to become ethical users of information and ideas. Students are held accountable for proper documentation and honest work. Furthermore, students are expected to submit original work that accurately references all sources of information utilized for assignments. Plagiarism and cheating are regarded as serious offenses and will be addressed appropriately. It is an expectation that all departments and students adhere to and enforce this policy. 

Plagiarism demonstrates a lack of integrity and character and a false view of a student’s strengths and weaknesses, which interferes with the assessment and feedback processes that are necessary for academic growth. Plagiarism is defined as: 

· Copying another person’s ideas or work whether intentional or not, in whole or in part, from a print or non-print source, and attempting to pass them off as one’s own. 

· Deliberate and/or consistent lack of proper documentation and citation in the project or paper. 

· Presenting the work of tutors, parents, siblings or friends as one’s own work. 

· Supporting plagiarism by providing work to others, whether it is believed it will be copied or not. 

· Submitting material that was used previously for another assignment. 

· Citing sources that are not actually sources. 

As with plagiarism, cheating demonstrates a lack of integrity and character, leaving the instructor with an unclear view of the student’s strengths and weaknesses. Cheating prohibits students from demonstrating competence and hinders instructors from gauging their teaching methods. Cheating is defined as: 

· Exchanging assignments with other students whether it is believed they will be copied or not. 

· Using any form of memory aid during test or quizzes without the expressed permission of the instructor. 

· Giving or receiving answers before, during, or after a quiz, test, etc. It is the responsibility of the student to secure his/her own papers so other students will not have the opportunity to copy. 

· Taking credit for group work when the student has not contributed an equal or appropriate share toward the final result. 

· Accessing a test or quiz for the purpose of determining the questions in advance of administration. 

· Using summaries/commentaries (such as, but not limited to Cliffs Notes, Spark Notes, etc.) in lieu of reading the assigned materials. 

If a teacher has sufficient reason to believe that a student is participating in academic dishonesty, the teacher must determine the level of the violation based on the criteria below. Following this determination, appropriate actions will be taken.  (CASHS Student Handbook 16)
