Terms for Analyzing Informational Text

Chronological Sequence – a listed order of one thing following another.  1st Mrs. Mowery made us read; 2nd Mrs. Mowery made us highlight; 3rd Mrs. Mowery made us write on this paper.
Compare and Contrast – to list the how 2 or more things are similar and how they are different. Lunch compared and Contrasted to Gym.  How they are similar:  they are both fun / I don’t have to bring books to either class.  How they are different:  One involves physical activity – running, etc. The other involves eating.  I have to change clothes for gym, I do not for lunch.

Concept / Definition – A general idea and an explanation of that idea. Or a term and a definition of that term.  Concept: Love – Definition: great feeling of attraction and affection for something.  Concept:  Green – Definition: the color you get when you mix blue and yellow – the color of grass.

Description – a statement that describes a thing, event, etc.  Description of World History Class: it is fun, it is interesting, it is the best subject every.
Episode – A specific incident in the course of events.  Mrs. Mowery tripped and fell down the steps today after 1st period.
Generalization or Principle – taking a specific idea and making it a broad statement.  Specific Idea:  I like basketball.  I like baseball.  I like football.  General Statement:  I like sports.  Specific Idea:  I hate poodles.  I hate German shepherds.  I hate Labradors.  General Statement:  I hate dogs.

Process or Cause – Effect – the relationship between 2 things where one event makes the other event happen.  If you do not do your homework, you will fail.  If you do not take a shower, you will smell.

